


ffe)-— Yemen says Sanffi forces attacked one of its posts in 
“ J northern frontier area, scene of border tensions last 

led to at least one dash. An official w^tfAitntiwaiwdin 

tbe Yemeni capital Sanaa said the attack was mounted on Sunday 
morning deep inside Yemeni territory in Saada, a northwestern 
jjiuvince os the Red Sea. The statement, issued Sunday night, 
defeated the attack as new aggression. It charged “hawks* 1 within 
therSancfi leadership were trying to derail reconciliation efforts by 

Yemeni President Afi Abdullah Saleh and Saudi Kin g Fahd. 
Yemen accused Sarufi Arabia in December of violating its border 
%i^ectmg observation posts and building roads in frontier areas 
atdndipg Sa ada . Diplomats in Sanaa said three Yemeni officers 
were laned in a bender dash on Dec. 7. Riyadh said incidents took 
place within Saudi territory and proposed setting tip a Joint 
co mmiss i on to investigate them. Saleh was expected to visit Saudi 
Arabia soon for talks with King Fahd. The official Saadi Press 
Agency said last week the two leaders spoke by telephone but h 
gave no further details. 



— ! 

Ahj AKT USADirect® Service 

Your Express Connection to AT&T Service. 


Cafflrig the ears from ■ Ava2afcie from wer 100 camtnc warldwri* 

Oversea* is £mer and ecywfch * Use your AT&T Cal&ng Can! or ealcoSea 

AT&T USAMractftScrricc. "Dependable AT&T amice and kw Henatnnal Ms* 
Ww indie Middle Ear. dal the number shown bdow from any phone in dm canny. 


EE3BK 

800-001 

M SAUDI ARABIA 

1-800-10 

KUTATT 

800-288 

UNITED ARAB EMULATES 

800-121 

, QATAR 

0800-011-77 

* SYRIA 

0801 

JORDAN 




• AT AT World Connect » Service 
** Limited AT&T World Connect “ Service 


For more information, please call the AT&T office In 
.. ... Amman at. 686647/8 . • • 


Volume '19 Number 5808 


AMMAN TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1995, SHAABAN 2, 1415 


Price: Jordan 150 fils 


* j~' 


’*■ 

a?-.;: 


w- 


' t* 


’t. t- 


- -A,. 

r S 

a 




;»■ 


j. f* > 




St • ■ 
* — - 






Arab League chief 
visits Kuwait 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
League Secretary General 
Esmat Abdul Meguid left 
Egypt for Kuwait Monday on 
the first leg of a week-long 
Gulf tour aimed at heating 
rifts in the Arab World. The 
tour would be an opportunity 
to discuss a reconciliation be- 
tween Arab countries split by 
Iraq’s invasion, of Kuwait is 
August 19$0 Dr. Abdul 
Meguid told journalists be- 
fore leaving. He said that 
after a summit here last week 
between the leaders of 
Egypt. Syria and Saudi Ara- 
bia “there is a chance to 
improve the Arab atmos- 
phere and work to achieve an 
inter-Arab reconciliation.” 
The summit had marked a 
“promising step for the Arab 
World,” be added. On Sun- 
day Dr. Abdul Meguid said 
he expected an Arab League 
summit to be held m Febru- 
ary for the first time since the 
1990-1991 Gulf crisis. 

Syria, Israeli army 
chiefs met at White 
House 
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WASHINGTON (R) — 
President Bill Clinton met at 
the White House late last 
month Syria’s and Israel's 
army chiefs of staff to under- 
line his interest in the Middle 
East peace process, a U.S. 
government official said on 
Sunday. “It was an indication 
of his engagement with and 
interest in the promotion of 
the peace process,” the offi- 
- ^ . rial, who asked not to be 
"i further identified, said. He 
*■ gave no further details of the 
• meeting. The New York 
. Times reported on Saturday 
the army' chiefs of staff, 
Lieutenant-General Ehud 
Barak of Israel and Major- 
General Hffemat Sb&a bTof 
Syria, had capped their fim 
publicly-announced meetings 
in Washington with a 40- 
minute session with Mr. Ctin- 
ton. At die meeting Mr. Clin- 
ton was said to have express- 
ed concern that time for a 
peace settlement was running 
out. The U.S. government 
official provided no specific 
date for the; meeting. 
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Carlos dmged with 
statlovtiffiftck 

PARIS — Intema- 

tioztal extremist Carlos the 
Jackal was dnrged Monday 
in cop m ecdo a with the 1983 
bombing at Marseille railway 
station which lolled two peo- 
ple and injured 34, judicial 
sources said. Carlos, who has 
been in custody in Paris since 
being extradited from Sudan 
last August, was charged in 
particular with murder, 
attempted murder, damage 
to property and explosives 
offences, the sources said. 

Bosnian Croats 
sign 4-month truce 

ZAGREB (R) — Bosnian 
Croats on Monday signed up 
to a four-month countrywide 
ceasefire already agreed to by 
Serbs and Muslims, the Un- 
ited Nations spokesman re- 
ported. ‘'Federation Presi- 
, dent Kresimir Zubak signed 
the ceasefire today on behalf 
of the Croats in presence of 
(U.N. commander in Bosnia) 
Lieutenant-General Sir 
Michael Rose,” spokesman 
Thant Myirn-U told Reuters. 
The agreement was signed in 
the Croat stronghold of Mos- 
tar in southern Bosnia, after 
the U.N. repeatedly voiced 
its concent over reports that 
Bosnian Croat troops were 
still fighting the Serbs despite 
the trace (see related stories 
bride). 

Egyptian police 
in fresh sweep 
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King returns home; cabinet 
change/ reshuffle expected 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein returned last 
night from a private visit to 
Austria with the first task at 
home expected to be the 
appointment of a new gov- 
ernment to replace Prime 
Minister Abdul Sal am Ma- 
jali’s cabinet. 

Informed sources expected 
King Hussein to ask Royal 
Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker to head die new gov- 
ernment, which will have to 
deal with the political and 
economic changes accom- 
panying the Jordan-Israel 
peace agreement, the King- 
dom’s regional role, internal 
politics and relations with the 
Palestine National Authority. 

Government sources 
would only say that they have 
not heard anything official on 
a cabinet change. 

Independent sources said 
that a new government may 
be formed as early as Thurs- 
day. However, die sources 
cautioned that nothing was 
definite yet. 

The sources said King Hus- 
sein’s statements to repre- 
sentatives of the local press 
last week indicated that the 


Kingdom was gearing up for 
a major government over- 
haul. 

They said the King wants 
to appoint a new government 
that can deal with new reali- 
ties on the ground. 

“Reorganisation is neces- 
sary since this is a new, diffe- 
rent era in Jordan’s life and it 
needs to be governed by a 
new spirit and fresh efforts,” 
the King told journalists. 

The Icing did not say 
whether he would appoint a 
new government or order a 
major reshuffle to undertake 
the job, but reports since 
then have strongly indicated 
dial a new prime minister 
would be appointed to deal 
with the peace era and with 
the challenges Jordan feces 
internally and otherwise. 

The sources, who spoke to 
the Jordan Times yesterday, 
said die King’s reference to 
profound change at the meet- 
ing, from which Dr. Majati 
was conspicuously absent, in- 
dicated that the reorganisa- 
tion that he had in mind may 
go beyond the government to 
include the Royal Court and 
other official institutions. 

“Change is made necessary 
sometimes not because (offi- 
cials) have not performed 


well, but rather because new 
responsibilities and different 
people are required to handle 
them,” the King told journal- 
ists. 

Sharif Zeid, who formed 
his first government in 1989 
and stepped down in late 
1989 after overseeing the firsr 
democratic elections in the 
country since 1956, is tipped 
by political sources to suc- 
ceed Dr. Majali, who has 
been in office since May 
1993. 

Sharif Zeid took over the 
premiership again in October 
1991 and stayed in power 
without changes until the 
appointment of Dt. Majali. 

The sources said that after 
the 1995 budget was en- 
dorsed by the Lower House 
of Parliament with a 52-22 
vote last week. Dr. Majali’s 
resignation was “only a mat- 
ter of time which will not 
exceed one to two weeks.” 

The Senate is expected to 
endorse the budget in the 
next several days after which 
it will be signed into law by 
the King. 

Earlier, observers pre- 
dicted that the King may turn 
to someone ouside the “club 
of prime ministers” in refer- 
ence to six men who have 


taken turns in heading the 
government over the last 
quarter century to form a 
new government. 

According to the sources, 
the new government, 
whether a reshuffled one 
under Dr. Majali or other- 
wise, may include the follow- 
ing: Deputies Abdul Kareem 
Kabariti, Saleh Irsheidat, Ali 
Abu Ragheb, Samir Habash- 
neh, Awad Khleifat, Aref 
Batayneh, Abdullah Ensour, 
Abdul Karim Dughmi and 
Abdul Hadi Majali, former 
Finance Minister Basil Jar- 
daneh, former Interior Minis- 
ter Salem Masadeh, former 
Information Minister Ibra- 
him Izzeddin, Minister of 
Supply Adel Qudah, and 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rima Khalaf. 

One of the strongest con- 
tenders to replace Sharif 
Zeid, if he is appointed prime 
minister at the Royal Court is 
the King’s political advisor 
Marwan A1 Qassem. But the 
sources cautioned that the 
King, who is known to keep 
his options open until the last 
moment, may surprise every- 
one and keep Dr. Majali on 
as premier or make a surprise 
appointment. 


Israel to halt settlement building 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
The Israeli government de- 
cided on Monday to halt con- 
struction at a Jewish - settle- 
pent ate in the occupied 
West Bank that Palestinians 
said posed a threat to peace 
moves. 

But the cabinet, after a 
three-hour meeting, said it 
would offer settlers building 
the 500-unit project an 
alternative site closer to an 
existing Jewish settler com- 
munity. 

Both Palestinians and set- 
tlers rejected the comprom- 
ise. 

“The government has de- 
cided to suspend the per- 
mit... for construction at 
Givat Tamar,” said a govern- 
ment statement. 

Saeb Erekat, a member of 
the Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority, said in response: 
“(Prime Minister Yitzhak) 
Rabin cannot solve the prob- 
lem by moving his bulldozers 


from one side of the moun- 
tain to the other.” 

“We don’t accept this gov- 
ernment decision. - ., construc- 
tion here will continue,” said 
settler leader Aharon Domb. 

Four ministers from the 
leftist Meretz party voted 
against the decision, saying 
construction should be halted 
altogether. 

Palestinians have called the 
expansion of the settlement a 
violation of the Israel- 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) peace agree- 
ment. 

Mr. Rabin told parliament 
during a break in the cabinet 
meeting set to decide the fate 
of a 500-unit housing project 
on a hill near A1 Khader 
village, several kilometres 
from Effat Jewish settlement. 

“Under no circumstances 
will we continue to work at 
Givat Tamar (rite near Al 

(Continued on page 2) 


Israelis kill Palestinian policeman 
at Erez, another in Hebron 

EREZ, Gaza Strip (AFP) — Israeli soldiers on the border 
with the autonomous Palestinian Gaza Strip killed a 
Palestinian policeman and injured two more Monday at the 
Erez border crossing, Palestinian hospital sources said. 

The policeman was part of the Palestinian security force, 
and died in hospital in Gaza City, the sources said. 

Israeli televirion reported that Israeli soldiers in an 
observation post had opened fire on Palestinians who had 
shot at them. 

Earlier on Monday, Israeli troops shot dead a Palestinian 
in a gunbattle near Hebron in the occupied West Bank and 
10 others were wounded in clashes which erupted after- 
wards, Palestinians said. 

The officials said the incident in the village of Beit Aoua 
took place when troops and frontier guards came under fire 
during a patrol. 

Palestinian sources identified the dead man as Bassem 
Yunis Salem and said he was a supporter of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, Hamas. 

They said a gunbattle broke out when the army tried to 
storm the house where Mr. Salem was staying. Another 
man escaped. 


$53m IMF credit gesture to Jordan is 
expression of confidence — Gammoh 


By P.V. Vivekanand 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A recom- 
mendation by the manag- 
ing director of the Interna- 
tional Moneiary Fund 
(IMF) to extend about S53 
million in additional credit 
facilities to Jordan is an 
expression of IMF confi- 
dence in the Kingdom’s 
economic performance and 
determination to imple- 
ment reforms. Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh 
said Monday. 

• « Mr. Gammoh was com- 
menting on a letter be had 
receive d by IMF Managing 
Director Michel Camdes- 
sus underlining the world 
body’s high rating of Jor- 
dan's adherence to the fis- 
cal restructuring program- 
me which it is im- 
plementing in coordination 
with die IMF. 

Mr. Camdessus also said 
that he was recommending 
to the IMF Executive 
Board to extend 36.5 mil- 
lion special drawing rights 
(SDRs), equivalent to ab- 
out S53 million, .in addi- 
tional assistance to help 
Jordan adjust its balance of 
payments. 

The fresh facility, ex- 
pected to be approved by 
the IMF board later this 
mouth or early February, 
raises to more than S230 
minion tiie credit extended 


by the IMF to Jordan 
spread over three years be- 
ginning in mid-1994. It 
came in response to a re- 
quest that Mr. Gammoh 
made to the IMF in 
November. 

With the addition, Jor- 
dan stands to receive about 
S100 million in IMF credit 
during 1995, Mr. Gammoh 
said. The credit is offered 
at soft terms. 

More important than the 
actual impact of the IMF 
credit on the Jordanian 
economy and fiscal status, 
the finance minister said, 
‘is the fact that it is an 
expression of IMF confi- 
dence in Jordan's economic 
p e rfo rm ance and its adher- 
ence to implementing the 
(restructuring) program- 
me.” 

Another key impact of 
the IMF gesture is that 
donor countries which keep 
a dose watch on benefici- 
ary countries’ economic 
programmes would also be 
assured of Jordan's deter- 
mination to carry out eco- 
nomic reforms and encour- 
aged to look more favour- 
ably to the Kingdom’s re- 
quests for fresh assistance. 

Mr. Camdessus, in his 
letter to Mr. Gammoh, a 
copy of which was made 
available to the Jordan 
Times, underlined the 
same point. 

“I have reviewed recent 



Michel Camdessus 

economic developments in 
Jordan based on the assess- 
ment of the recent (IMF) 
mission (to Jordan) and I 
am impressed by the deter- 
mination of the' authorities 
to steadfastly implement 
their medium-term adjust- 
ment and structural reform 
programme,” the letter 
said. “Your resolve to pro- 
ceed with a strategy condu- 
cive to private sector in- 
vestment and domestic ex- 
port growth is crucial for 
Jordan at this time, particu- 
larly in view of recent re- 
gional developments.” 
While the IMF managing 
director did not spell it out. 


his reference was to the 
better-than-expected per- 
formance of the Jordanian 
economy in terms of the 
IMF programme during 
1994. While the annual 
growth is expected to be a 
satisfactory 5.5 per cent to 
six per cent, inflation re- 
mained lower than pro- 
jected and exports also 
grew beyond anticipated fi- 
gures. 

“Given Jordan’s impress- 
ive policy actions and its 
commitment to sustaining 
and broadening its econo- 
mic adjustment and reform 
programme, I am pleased 
to inform you that I am 
again prepared to recom- 
mend to the Executive 
Board that favourable con- 
sideration be given to 
financial assistance in 1995 
of SDR 36.5 million (30 per 
cent of Jordan's quota) 
over and above the already 
scheduled purchases under 
the EFF (extended funds 
facility) for 1995," said Mr. 
Camdessus in his letter. 

“In addition to the direct 
support for your economic 
programme. I hope that 
such an initiative will facili- 
tate your efforts in seeking 
other sources of external 
assistance,” he wrote. “It 
signals our confidence in 
the Jordanian authorities' 
resolve to implement fully 
needed economic and 
financial policies." 



Their Majesties King Hussein and Queen Noor Monday by His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince 
are received upon their return borne on Hmmii (Petra photo) 


King says check-ups on ear 
‘comforting,’ surgery needed 


AMMAN (Petra) — Their 
Majesties King Hussein and 
Queen Noor returned home 
Monday after a several-day 
visit to Austria where the 
King underwent medical 
check-ups on his middle ear 
that he said were “comfort- 
ing” and that he might have 
to undergo a minor operation 
which was not urgent. 

In statements to the press 
at the airport, King Hussein 
also wished all Jordanians a 
very Happy New Year. 

Replying to a question on 
the prevailing situation in the 
Arab World in light of recent 
developments, the King said: 
“I always wish the brethren 
luck and hope that their con- 
tacts would bear fruits be- 
nefitting this nation and serv- 


ing its interests. We always 
welcome this.” 

The King said he might be 
visiting the United States in 
two months. 

On the domestic scene, 
which is rife with suggestions 
that a change of government 
or a major Cabinet reshuffle 
is imminent, the King said: 
“We are in a situation in 
which we continue to recon- 
sider our conditions. Thank 
God, we have come a long 
way and we are thankful and 
grateful to all who shoul- 
dered responsibilities at this 
critical stage with honour, 
honesty and loyalty.” 

“I think that we should 
also reconsider our situation 
in terms of the need for a new 
start with regard to the re- 


sponsibilities and challenges 
of the future,” he added. 

Their Majesties were re- 
ceived at the airport by Their 
Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan and Princess 
Sarvath as well as other mem- 
bers of the Royal family. 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, Upper House of Par- 
liament Speaker Ahmad Al 
Lawzi, Royal Court Chief 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Lower House Speaker Saad 
Hayel Srour, Chief Chamber- 
lain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid 
and other senior Royal 
Court, government and milit- 
ary officials. 

The King was accompanied 
on his nip by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Ali and 
Prince Hamzeh. 


Heavy fighting waged 
across Chechen capital 


GROZNY (Agencies) — 
Russian troops fought pitch- 
ed battles with the ill- 
equipped fighters of rebel 
Chechenya on Monday and 
hundreds of people are re- 
ported killed. 

Authorities in Moscow said 
their troops were “regroup- 
ing” — a tacit admission of the 
difficulty in subduing Grozny 
to crush Chechen President 
Dzhokhar Dudayev's inde- 
pendence bid. 

Russian tanks, forced to 
retreat by Chechen fighters 
after a New Year's Eve push 
into the Chechen capital 
Grozny, pounded the city 
from new positions. 

Colonel Aslan Moshadov. 
commander in chief of 
Chechen armed forces said 
Russian forces had been 
routed from Grozny by 
Chechen forces. 

But his rebel troops were 
braced for a fresh assault by 
regrouping Russian troops af- 
ter two days of bitter clashes 
that he said had left hundreds 
of Russian dead. 

In Moscow, government 
officials maintained their 
forces continued to control 
large parts of the capital. 

Col. Moshadov said at the 
rebel republic's presidential 
palace here: "The Russian 
armed force that stormed 
the city of Grozny two days 
ago is practically defeated.” 

The palace, the symbol of 
Chechenya’s three-year 
struggle for independence 
from Russia, was firmly in 
Chechen hands at 2:00 p.m. 
(1100 GMT) and hundreds of 
Chechen soldiers could be 
seen patrolling openly in the 
devastated dry centre. 

At least a dozen destroyed 
Russian tanks or armoured 
cars and a dozen badly muti- 
lated or burnt corpses of Rus- 
sian soldiers lay in the debris 
within 100 metres of the pres- 
idential building. 

"The city, in general, is 
under " the control of the 
(Chechen) government 
forces,” Col. Moshadov said. 

But in Moscow, defense 
and interior ministry offidals 
maintained that Russian 
forces “continue to control a 
large pan of Grozny and are 
flushing out groups of bandits 
from the city streets." 

The Russian government's 
press centre quoted the offi- 
cials as saving their forces 
had “regrouped in central 


Grozny and its suburbs over- 
night and this (Monday) 
morning.” 

It added that "the pres- 
idential palace, near which 
there was exchange of gun- 
fire. was sealed off” by Rus- 
sian forces and “the situation 
is tense.” 

A massive Russian force of 
tanks and armoured cars 
stormed Grozny in Saturday 
but failed to take the centre 
after fierce resistance by 
Chechen soldiers. 

Col. Moshadov said S0G to 
1 .000 Russian soldiers had 
been killed in the fighting, 
which claimed the lives of 
only "dozens" of Chechens. 
There were no independent 
casualty figures. 

He said 60 to 80 Russians 
had been taken prisoner and 
the brigade commander had 
been killed. 

But the Chechen victory 
was far from final, Col. Moshadov 
said. “We’re expecting 
another attempt to storm 
Grozny." he added. 

Three pro-reform deputies 
demanded the resignation of 
the Russian defence minisrer 
and the deputy premier re- 
sponsible for Chechenya 
blaming them for “massive 
violation” of human rights in 
the republic. 

The three, who had just 
returned from a fact-finding 
mission to Grozny, told a 
news conference that they 
had asked to see President 
Yeltsin “to inform him about 
whar is happening there” as 
"he is obviously not aware” 
of the situation. 

The deputies. Viktor 
Sheiniss. Lev Ponomarev and 
Gleb Yakunin, said that De- 
fence Minister Pavel Grachev 
and Nikolai Yegorov, the de- 
puty prime minister responsi- 
ble' for nationalities, should 
resign for the "massive viola- 
tion" of human rights in the 
pro-independence republic. 

The deputies said that the 
Russian army offensive on' 
Grozny had" already left 
“several hundreds” of Rus- 
sian soldiers dead along with 
more than 1,000 civilians. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted the government press 
office as" saying that 
Chechens were resisting the 
Russian advance from more 
than 50 positions. 

The fighting was the fier- 
cest in the three-week cam- 
paign to force oil-producing 


Chechenya to submit to Mos- 
cow's demand to abandon its 
independence drive. 

In Grozny, missiles 
screamed overhead and resi- 
dents ran for cover as planes 
swooped low over largely 
pulverised buildings. 

The campaign — the 
Kremlin's biggest military op- 
eration since the 10-vear 
Afghan war — and the high 
number of casualties have 
proved deeply unpopular and 
generated a firestorm of pro- 
test against President Boris 
Yeltsin from Russian liberals. 

Criticism in the West has 
been muted so far. 

But incoming U.S. Senate 
majority leader Robert Dole 
suggested on Sunday the con- 
flict could threaten Russian 
democracy and place in ques- 
tion aid to Moscow. 

In Germany, Russia's big- 
gest trade partner in the 
West, foreign ministry depu- 
ty spokesman Martin 
Erdmann said Moscow had 
violated human rights and 
disregarded a European Un- 
ion (EU) request to keen its 
way of dealing with Chechen 
rebels "in proportion.” 

France, the Eli president, 
said it might try to work out a 
peaceful "settlement of the 
Chechenya conflict through 
the 53-nation Organisation 
for Securin' and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE). 

The French spokesman 
said Moscow had received 
favourably an EU appeal for 
a peaceful solution on Friday. 

Three EU envoys led by 
German Ambassador to Rus- 
sia Otto von der Gablentz 
mer Deputy Foreign Minister 
Nikolai Afanasy e vs ky on Fri- 
day to express Europe’s con- 
cern about bloodshed in the 
breakaway region and urge 
Moscow to seek a peaceful 
solution to the Chechen con- 
flict. 

France's call for OSCE in- 
volvement comes after Ger- 
many's Kinkel said in a radio 
interview earlier on Monday 
he had suggested Moscow ask 
the organisation to help re- 
solve the conflict. 

Mr. Kinkel said he had 
raised the subject of the pan- 
European body's possible in- 
tervention during an exten- 
sive conversation with Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Andrei 

Kozyrev, but did not say how 

he had reacted. 
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PROTEST PRAYER: Palestinians in the West Bank village 
of A1 Khader hold a protest-prayer as the Israeli soldiers 
forbid t faro t to demonstrate on Monday, as they watt for an 
Israeli government derision to halt construction that will 


expand the Israefi settlement of EphraL Villagers say that 
the land has belonged to them for generations and the whole 
issue is now threatening the negotiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians (see page one) (AFP photo) 


Militiamen battle for Mogadishu territo 
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MOGADISHU (R) — Rival 
Somali militiamen on Mon- 
day battled for a key district 
of Mogadishu for a third 
straight day to win access to 
the seaport before U.N. 
troops w i t h d raw. 

Fighting between Abgal 
and Murusade gunmen res- 
tarted shortly after dawn in 
foe central Bermuda district 
next to the seaport and over- 
looking the U.N. -controlled 
airport, residents said. 

There were no new casual- 
ty reports but at least five 
people were killed and 103 
wounded on Saturday and 
Sunday in foe street battles 
with mortars, recoflless can- 
non and heavy machinegtms. 

“The Bermuda fighting is 
very dose to foe seaport and 
that of course is what it's all 
about,” said a U.N. official, 
’ adding that stray rounds were 
hitting foe port and might 
hamper the pullback of 
troops and equipment when 
it resumes on Tuesday. 

He said he did not believe 
that "Abgal forces, led . by 
self-declared President Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad, or rival 
militiamen loyal to warlord 


Mohammad Farah Aideed 
had any intention of hitting 
U.N. farces before they com- 
plete their pullout In March. 

The Murusade nriKtianiMi 
are led by Mohammad 
Kanyarc Afrah, who de- 
fected in September from 
Mr. Ali Madhi’s coalition to 
Gen. Aideed's rival Somali 
National Alliance based in 
south Mogadishu. 

He said foe main U.N. 
concern was being hit by 
stray rounds. 

A dray shell damaged a 
roof at foe airport on Sunday 
but did not delay foe depar- 
ture of foe first group of 259 
Malaysian U.N. troops, leav- 
ing about 9,000 U.N. person- 
nel in Somalia after foe with- 
drawal' of foe Indian and 
Zimbabwean U.N. contin- 
gents. 

U.N. troops are expected 
to abandon their fortified 
headquarters compound in 
' Mogadishu in January and 
pull bade to foe seaport and 
airport, foe two last staging 
posts before they leave. 

The U.N. Security Council 
' ordered all U.N. forces out of 
. foe broken Horn of Africa 


country by the end of March 
because of the failure of war- 
lords to agree on peace and a 
new government. 

The dashes are the worst 
to Jut foe capital since Abgal 
gunmen overran Murusaoe- 
neld areas in Medina district 
last month after street fight- 
ing in which more than 20 
people were killed. 

In another -development,. 
Zimbabwe's news agency 
Ziana said on Monday two 
So mali families were seeking 
compensation totalling 
64,000 Zimbabwean dollars 
($8,000) from foe Harare 
government, accusing Zim- 
babwean troops of killin g a 
woman and wounding boy in 
1993. 

The agency, quoting an 
officer, said foe Somalis in- 
sisted Zimbabwean troops 
had killed the unnamed 
woman and wounded a boy 
during a military sweep of 
Mogadishu's main Bakara 
market. . 

Foreign and Somali aid 
agencies in Somalia called at 
foe weekend for the immedi- 
ate unconditional release of 
24-year-old French aid work- 


er Rudy Marq, who was kid- 
napped two weeks ago. ! 

“Aid agencies, by virtue of I 
their K nrn a iwfa i rian mandates, 
can never give in to demands 
for payment of ransom for 
kidnapping,” said a state- 
ment signed by seven interna- 
tional agencies and a Somali 
c onsortiu m. 

They warned that because 
of increasing insecurity the 
aid organisations were under 
pressure to pull out. 

“Each act of violence, such 
as kidnapping, only rein- 
forces this view and risks a 
reexamination of the current 
operations,” they said. 

Mr. Marq, who works for 
Action International Centre 
la Faun (AICF-Znternational 
Action Against Hunger), was 
abducted by gunmen deman- 
ding a $20,000 ransom and 
was seen cm Tuesday by 
Somali Red Crescent officials 
who said he was in good 
health. 

* Gunmen demanding ran-- 
sotns have kidnap ped se veral 
foreign aid workers for ran- 
som in foe past year. They 
were aD freed. 


Velayati gets warm welcome in India 


NEW DELHI (R) — Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
‘Velayati received a high- 
profile welcome Monday at 
the start of a three-day busi- 
ness tour of India, signalling 
an end to Indian sourness 
over a cancelled visit by 
Iran's president. . 

Mr. Velayati was received 
by Junior Foreign Minister 
Raghunandan Lai Bhatia and 
was scheduled to meet Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha 
Rao with in hours of his arrival. 

“Let’s say it's not a pro- 
tocol visit. It goes beyond 
formalities," an Indian offi- 
cial said. 

During his two days in the 
Indian capital, Mr. Velayati 
was to stay at Delhi's majes- 
■ tic Hyderabad House, usually 
reserved for heads of govern- 
ments. • 

Mr. Velayati carried a spe- 
cial message for Mr. Rao 
from Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani express- 
ing his wish to visit India very 
soon. United News of India 
(UNI) reported. 

Mr. Velayati headed a 13- 


member delegation to a 
meeting of the I ndo- Iranian 
Joint Commission, which 
coordinates economic coop- 
eration. The two nations are 
negotiating a multi-billion 
dollar natural-gas pipeline to 
supply Iranian gas to India. 

In addition to Mr. Rao, 
Mr. velayati .* was to meet 
President Shankar Dayal 
Sharma and Foreign Minister 
Dinesh Singh before leaving 
for Calcutta Wednesday to 
attend a business conference. * 

Earlier, diplomats said Mr. . 
Velayati would seek .to 
soothe New Delhi's feelings, 
which were hurt when Mr. 
Rafsanjani cancelled a plan- 
ned visit last year due to an 
outbreak of plague. 

Mr. Velayati was expected 
to try to set a date for a visit 
later this year by Mr. Rafsan- 
jani, who drew sharp critic- 
ism when he cancelled his 
October trip but went ahead 
with a tour of Brunei, In- 
donesia and Malaysia. 

“We believe his first prior- 
ity will be to seek new dates 
for Mr. Rafsanjani's visit. 
That raeaw assuaging foe 


hurt feelings among Indi- 
ans,” a Western diplomat 
said. 

The plague killed more 
than 50 people and prompted 
a long list of countries, led by 
foe Arab Gulf states, to tem- 
porarily suspend trade and 
travel links with India. 

An Indian Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman said Mr. 
Velayati's visit was significant 
because it was foe first to 
India by a senior member of 
foe Organisation of the Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) fol- 
lowing the group's summit* 
meeting in Casablanca last 
month. 

“It is important for us that 
a senior member of the OIC 
. is coming to India immediate- 
ly after its summit,” he said. 

At the Moroccan summit, 
the OIC called for a peaceful 
and political settlement of a 
dispute in the northern Indi- 
an state of Jammu and Kash- 
mir, where more than 17,000 
people have died since a 
separatist revolt broke out in 

New Delhi accuses its 


western . neighbour, Pakis- 
tan, of training and arming 


ate in India's only Muslim- 
majority state. Pakistan says 
it provides' only diplomatic 
and political backing to the 
separatists. 

Islamabad, which bad 
foiled to muster adequate 
support at the United Na- 
tions for resolutions criticis- 
ing Indian rule in Kashmir, 
tailed the OIC declaration a 
major diplomatic victory. 

New Delhi said foe OIC 
had taken a “one-sided” view 
of the dispute by not singling 
out Pakistan for spreading 
violence. 

Iran frequently criticises 
alleged human-rights abuses 
by Indian troops m Kashmir, * 
and New Delhi has rejected 
Iran's offer to negotiate a 
peace pact with Pakistan over 
Kashmir. 

But Indian officials said 
Iran adopted a low-key 
approach to the issue at foe 
OIC summit, perhaps sparing 
New Delhi a diplomatic set- 
back. 


SiadBarre 
dies in exile! 

MOGADISHU (R) — For- 
mer Somali President 
Mo hammad Siad Bane died 
in exile on Monday, bis sot 
said. 

“He (Siad Barre) has been 
diabetic and we took him. to 
hospital litis morning where 
be died,” his son, Dixiye Bar- 
re, told Reuters in Nigeria. 

Earlier in the Somali capit- 
al Mogadishu, U.N. 
spokemsan George Bennett 
said Siad Barre and from a 
heart attack on Sunday. 

Siad Bane, who seized 
power in a 196 9 coup, was 
toppled in January 1991 by 
forces loyal to faction leader 
■ Mo hammad Farah Aideed 
and the man who declared 
himself president after Siad 
Barre left, Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad. 

Siad Barre fled from 
Mogadishu but held onto' 
southwestern parts of foe 
country winch his son-in-law 
and former Defence Minister 
Mohammad Said Hersi, also 
known as “Morgan,” control- 
led. 

When he was over- 
whelmed, he fled to Nairobi 
in May 1992 but left for 
Nigeria two weeks later after 
Kenyan opposition groups 
complained the govern m ent 
was paying Siad Bane’s bills 
at a luxury hotel. 

Heavy fighting broke out 
in Mogadishu between sup- 
porters of General Aideed 
and Mr. AH Mahdi after Siad 
Barre’s defeat that carved the 
city in two, ldDed 30,000 peo- 
ple, and led to a famine that 
killed 10 times that number. 

A U.S.-led multinational 
task force landed on foe 
beaches of Mogadishu in De- 
cember 1992 to stop the fight- 
ing and open op rood corri- 
dors to hundreds of 
thousands of starving Soma- 
fis. 

Siad Barre, aged about 84, 
is survived by two wives and 
19 cfafidreu, scattered around 
the world. 

Diriye said the late Somali 
leader asked that his remains 
be interred in his home town, 
Garbahaairey, in the East 
African country still tom by 
Moody cavil war. 

“What we are trying to do 
now is to organise bow to 
take his body to his home- 
town,” he said. 

Siad Bane ruled Somalia 
with an iron hand after Seiz- 
mgpoww, survived an unsuc- 
cessful experiment wifo -com- 
munism, war wifo neighbour- 
ing Ethiopia and a switch of 
allegiance from Moscow to 
Washington at the height of 
the cold war. 

He also had to grapple wifo 
drought, economic stagna- 
tion, refugees, armed in- 
. surge ncy in the north of ‘foe 
country and widespread dis- 
sent both at home and 
abroad. 

Siad Barre ruled Somalia 
like a dictator for most of bis 
22 years in power. 

Many blame him for fan- 
ning foe dan rivalries that 
ruined the country and are 
expected to erupt wifo a 
vengeance when U.N. troops 
withdraw by March 30. 

Driven by rebels from his 
palace in Mogadishu in 1991, 
Siad Barre was forced out of 
his stronghold in the south- 
west a year later. He fled first 
to Kenya with 1,200 suppor- 
ters and members of his huge 
family before finding asylum 
,tn Nigeria in May 1992. 

He was army commander 
when be seized power in 
1969, pledging to preserve 
democracy and outlaw cor- 
ruption and tribalism. . 

But his years in charge saw 
a failed alliance with com- 
munism; a disastrous war 
with neighbouring Ethiopia 
over the Ogaden region in 
1977-78 and economic 
Stag&&QOD. 


Israel to halt 

building .■■■■: 

(Co n fi ne d from p age 1 ) - 

Khader).” 

He stud his commeitts were 
“foe Hne which wiB guide the 
government.” - 
The bead oftbeEfrst local 
council, Yinon Ahiman, 
hailed the option as an “hon- 
ourable end to the affair.?. 
But other leaders of the 
100,000 Jewish settlers 
reacted angrily. 

At the site near Beth- 
lehem, bulldozers went on 
digging. Soldiers barred 
dozens of . Palestinians from 
holding, a sit-in. 

Palestinian landowner 
Mohammad Salah, 47, said: 
“Settlement on the land of 
Palestine, whether cm the hill 
of Batten A1 Maasi or any 
other place is the same. 
There is no di f fe r en ce. Both 
areas belong to AI Khader.” 
Last week Israeli police 
and soldiers forcibly removed 
Palestinian protesters and 
Israefi sympathisers from flic 
hillto p ate between Al Khad- 
er and Efrat, each wifo a 
population of 7,000. 

PNA Chairman Yasser 
Arafat last week called the 
construction of foe Jewish 
settlement a “flagrant viola- 
tion” of the FLO’s Septem- 
ber 1993 peace deal with 
Israel. * 

Palestinians organised 
against foe settlement held a 
news conference in an East 
Jerusalem street on Monday 
after police set op roadblocks 
restricting entry to their 
hotel. Oiganisers said they 
were told the area was i 
dosed. 

Some* 2,000 demonstrators , 
— including Palestinians and 
Israeli supporters — dashed 
with Israeli troops on Friday 
as they tried to march on foe 
building site to stop the work. 

PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath has warned that un- 
less Israel pledges to stop aQ 
settlement work at the next 
round of self-rule talks to be 
held with Foreign Minister 
Shimon Peres m Cairo on 
Tuesday the peace process 
could be plunged into a crisis . 

The daily Haaretz said 
Monday Israel is to present 
tiie FLO with a long fist of 
Palestinian “violations” of 
foe autonomy accords at 
Tuesday’s talks in Cairo. 

The fist, winch will refer to 
dozens of danses “not re- 
spected” by the Palestinian 
self-rule authority, will be 
handed over Tuesday to Dr. 1 
Shaath by Foreign Minister 
Peres. 

Mr. Peres, who wifi head 
the Israefi delegation, will 
accuse the Palestinians of 
faiK n p to hand over a list of 
ail foe Palestinian police 
working in the sdf-rule areas 
of Gaza and Jericho, the 
newspaper reported. 

Israefi has also demanded 
that the PLO disarm the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, and Islamic Jihad, 
and hand over those re- 
sponsible for killing Israeli' 
cnriHans otr soldiers. 

Military officials said Sun- 
day that the Palestinian Au- 
thority had officially refused 
to hand over two men wanted 
for the murder of a Jewish 
settler on foe Gaza Strip in 
March 1993. 

Israel has also accused the 
Palestinian security services 
of operating in East Jeru- 
salem. Anti it deems that 
stamps and passports being 
issued by the Palestinian Au- 
thority do not conform to the 
May autonomy accord. 

“The Palestinians are 
doing just what they please 
and axe deliberately ignoring 
the accords. Sometimes they 
act in line with foe text, 
sometimes they don't,” one 
senior Israeli official told the 
paper. 

“There have been a kit of 
violations and there has been 
no reply to our demands to 
the PLO he added. 


Power transfer in Kabul 
in 10 days.— U.N. envoy 


KABUL (AFP) — United 
Nations special envoy 
Mahmoud Martin concluded 
his two-day peace mission. 
bereMondayteflingiounial- 
isfa he hoped for an imminent ■ 
transfer ofpower .byAfjgban 
President E toh a nad d in Rab- 
banL 

“I hope within cmcsreekpr 
30 days,” Mr. Mcstiri said, 

“I came for the issue of the 
tramfcrof power— that wag 
foe main object of my visit,” 
he said before leaving for 
Pakistan. 

Mr. Mestiri said he had' 

proposed a ‘‘mechanism for 

the transfer of power” to Mr. 
Rabbam bm declined to give 
details. 

Political observers closely 
following events in Afghanis- 
tan have already reasoned 
that the w«n> of a* transfer 
of power is somewhat of a 


reddening as Mr.' Rabbani, 
whose two-war ended Dec. 
28^ personaifiy bolds no real . 
.power bnt ii a figure-head 
leader only. . . j 

Nevertheless, the vapops 
afotein fluxions with the aid 
oFuSr mediation will still 
hove to decide to w hom and ' 
how power win be transfer^ 
red. ... 

Mr. Mestin said he ex- 
pected Mr: Rabbanfs answer 
tn fri* proposal in one or two 
days, after which he would 
consult with Afghan opposi- 
tion leaders in the eastern 
provin cial capital Ja la lab a d. 

Mr. Rabbani's press 
spokesman A bdul Aziz 
Morad expressed support for 
foe Mr- Mestiri mission but 
imKke the U.N. envoy did 
not himself to any 

fixed timetable for the trans- 
fer of power by Mr. Rabbani. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

American Jailed for backing Hamas 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A military court on 
Monday sentenced an American of Palestinian origin to 
five years in jail for lending support to the militan t Islamic 
Resistance Movement Hamas, his brother said. Moham- 
mad Abdul Hamid Khalil Salah, 41 was alsn given a 
three-year suspended sentence by the court in the West 
Bank town of Ramallah, his brother Ibrahim said. He said 
-Mr. Salah, who bolds American citizenship, had been 
living in the United States for 20 years 'and was arrested 
while on a visit -to his hometown of kahnA'a in the 
occupied West Baak. Mr. Salah was charged with backing 
H a m as and with “presenting services to its members, ” 
Ibrahim said. ‘ 

Arafat gives Christians land for Christmas 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
on Monday attended a Christmas service at the Greek 
I Orthodox Church in Gaza and presented the small com- 
munity with a plot of land. Father George Awwad, bead of 
the 2,200-strong Greek Orthodox community hare, thank- 
ed Mr. Arafat for the gift, to be used as a site for another 
chord] and a school. ‘This is a special feart, celebrated in 
freedom and under the rule of foe Palestinian Authority,” 
Father Awwad said. “We hope that next year we will be in 
our independent Palestinian state, with Jerusalem as its 
capital." 

Israeli extremists threaten to kill Rabin 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — A group of Israeli extreme right- 
wingers Threatened to kill Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
denouncing Kim as a “traitor” in a leaflet published 
Monday. “The Sword of David” which only Iras a few 
dozen members wrote in the leaflet that “Rabin’s destiny is 
death.” “Mr. Rabin is a traitor- who sheds Jewish Mood, 
wants to sell off Jerusalem" agj|3ias given the- assassin 
.Yasser Arafat rights,” it added. accordiog to a irport oh 
Israeli radio. 

China pledges toiielp end Iraq sanctions 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — - China’s ambassador to Iraq, So Bi 
Gan, pledged Monday that Beijing wouffi continue its 
efforts to end foe four-year U.N. embargo on Iraq. “The 
Chinese government will continue its efforts in cooperation 
wifo France and Russia to obtain a declaration from the 
presidency of the Security Council recognising Iraq’s 
positive attitude and cooperation wifo the United Na- 
tions,” foe daily Al Jumburiya quoted him as saying. A 
meeting of the Security Council broke up on Thursday 
without agreeing on a declaration on Iraq. France, Russia 
and China insisted that it should contain a reference to a 
recent report by the U.N. disarmament commission on 
Iraq, which was seen' as fairly positive far Baghdad. 


JOB VACANCIES 

9 

International Marine & General Insur- 
ance Co. Ltd. (JEC) is seeking: 

1. Secretaries with excellent typing 
skills in English and Arabic. The use 
of computer and fluency in English 
are a must. 

Shorthand is an advantage. 

2. Telephone Operator with excellent 
command of English. 

Please submit your C.V. to 
P.O. Box: 815473 
Amman-Jordan 
Attention: Mr. F. Hassan 
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»■» First Cirdc 

23:10 The Piglci Files 
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CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Sveffleh, Tel. 810740 
Assemfafes of God Church, Tel. 
632785. _ 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church rf the Aaauodaftou Tci. 
637440. 

De la SaDe Church Tel. 661757 
Tcrrattucta Chun* Tel.: 622366 


Chardi o t the Aa mmri d ta n Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcan Orach Tel. 630851. TcL 
628543. _ . 

Armenian CathoSc Church Tel. 
771331. . _ * 

Anaadn Orthodox Church Td. 
775261. _ 

SL Epirani Chardi Td. 77I75T. 
international Church TcL 

652526. 

EraugcBcal Lutheran Chon* Tel: 
824328 „ . 

Gcroao-spcakiBg Eraafdkad 

Congregatim TcL 684195 
The Chord! of Jesus Cbrkt rf 
Latter-Day Tel. 654932 

f-imrrti of Nazarcoe Tcl.675691. 
The EvaageHed Load Chardi Is 

Tel. 811295. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

It will be sunny with tempera- 
tures rising further and winds 
southeasterly fight to moderate. In 
Aqaba, winds win be northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 

MinyMax. temp. 

Amman .VW 

Aqaba • 1 

Deserts W» 

Jordan Valley 9/23 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 
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Amman 13. Aqaba 20. Humidity 
readings: Amman 55 per cent. 
Aqaba 57 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yousef Abdo 69M16 

Dr. Baseum Qaddumi 648633 

Dr. Yousef Al Faqih 756988 

Dr. Junta Abu Dhiab 75WW 

Firas pharmacy 6AIUI2 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77853ft 

Al AscatJ pharmacy 637055 

Nanwukh pharmacy 613672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yasoub pharmacy 04494? 

Shmcisani pharmacy 657660 

Nairouih pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

DEB ID: 

Dr. Faycz Al Oadi 34K743 

Alquds pharmacy y — ) 

ZAKOA: 

Dr. ttulii Abu Hussein ... 9g<U0M 
KJiaUTeh pharmacy 9X5417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Contioi Centre 63711) 

Civil Defence Department 661111 
Qvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Cnnl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 III. 637777 

Fire Brigade 617)01 

Blood Bank ..775121 

Highway Psisc 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PsKkScarrri tfcparjnrar 630321 

Hotel Compiaats 605800 

Prtoc Complaints 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mixiiopahi} 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

l directors assistance) 121 

Overseas CaSs 010230 

Central Annum Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Ahdab Telephone Repairs 661101 

Iordan Tclcvtuon 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 II 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electncny Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 


RJ Fhgbt Information .... 08-53200 
Ouecn Aha Inil. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Kha&fc Maternity. J. Amn 
.... 644281/6 

A kilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

, 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Maflias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani ...... 664171/4 

Shractsam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

ALMuastacr Hospital ..... 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664(64/6 

Italian. Ai-Mohajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashir. J. Ashnfich 773111/26 

Anay. Maria — 891611/IS 

Queen AGa Hospital ........ 686100 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

ZarqaGovf. Hospital (09)983323 
Zaiqa Nabonsl Hospital 


(O/J90Q56O 

IbnSma Hospital <09)986732 

Alffflua Modem Hopitai (09J9W90 
BtBflh 

Princes Basra Hospital (C2)Z75555 

Greek Catholic Hospitai (02)272275 
Oh AI Nates Hcoptoi — u (02047100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital- (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supaBed by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) intormadoa 
d epar tme nt at the Ouecn ABa la - 
icmanoaul Airport Tel. (08)532Qty 
5. where it should always be verb 
Serf. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

FHghfs 

(Terminal 1) 

MAV Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ) 

07 Damascus (RJ) 

09:15 -Aqaba (RJ) 

0935 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

®fc55...„ Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

10:15 Doha, Batumi! (RJ) 

WsOO Jeddah (add) i RJ) 

ffc y London (RJ) 

I&45 Frankfort (RJ) 

ISsSB Qho rRJ] 

17 JO ... Chkago. Amsterdam (Rl) 


Other Flights (Tormina! 2) 

94M — Vienna (OS) 

17-05 Romc(AZ) 

2<hM Aden (DY) 

2*20 ... Beirut (ME) 

23te2> Amflcr dai n (K.L) 

23x5B Bucharest (RQ) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

07:00 Aqaba (RJ) 

88b 15 Amsterdam. New York (Rjj 

11:00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

11:00 Montreal. Toronto (RJ) 

11:38 ... Vienna. Brands (RJ> 

11:05 

Aqaba. Rome, Frankfurt (RJ) 

1135 Geneva. Madrid (RJ) 

ltd® : Paris (TU) 

1240 London (RJ) 

12?45 ...... Cairo (RJ) 

2fcOS LaraaeaflfcJ). 

2 939 Jeddah (RJ) 

21 -AS Abu Dbabi.Dubtu (RJ) 

22:10 

Koala LumpUr. Stngapon: (RJ) 

Other FHgMa (TarmivtalZ) 

65:45 DatnaKus. Paris (AF) 

10:15 Lwnaca, Rome { AZ) 

13d0 a Viwna(OS), 

14=00 Khartoum (SD) 

I8S0S .- Danwscta (A2a 

2J :0O , -.Adcp (DY) 

00d8 .m... ....■»■■ A mst c rri aia (Ku 


M£0 Bucharest (ko) 

H1JAZ RAILWAY 
TRABV 

DqkAnn.. &00«jn.cYcry Monday 
Arr.Dmxas 5dUnjn.cvesy Monday 
Dtp. Busan 7J0ajn. every Sunday 
Anr.Auia — 5fl0 pjn. every Sunday 


Uppctrtowcr price hr Os per kg. 
Apple r 700/400 

Banana ftgO 

Banana (Mukatamai) 620 

Cabbage 200/100 

— 280/180 

Gaufiftklwcr 450/29) 

OamcHtiac 320/ 300 

Cucumbera (large) 200/120 

Cucumbers (man) 400 / 280 

Eggpten 360/230 

JS* =—*■:• 480350 

Grape Fnnt 240/160 

L*3DMi 260/ 160 


Marrow 
Marrow 
Onion Q 
Onion (t 


») 180/100: 

■a*- 340/200 

t) 320/200 

400/300 


^ — 520000 

Peppet Om) 540/300 

Pepper (sweet) : 600/400 

320/ Mo 

85SJ4- 230/So 

Strn^Bcaa* 850/600 

...440/240 
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Fond for Social Development Headquarters 
(Petra photo) 


- Chamber of Commerce promises 
support to QAF Ramadan campaign 


^9 ^SlTias 


Christy 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Amman Chamber of Com- 
merce Monday pledged to 
fully back a charity program- 
me carried out annually dur- 
ing the month ofRamadan by 
the Queen Alia Fund far 
Social Development (QAF). 

At a meeting of chamber 
members and Her Royal 
Highness Princes? Basma, 
honorary president of the 
QAF Board of Trustees, 
Chamber Chairman Haidar 
Murad said that the chamber 
this year will not only support 
the charity campaign but win 
also adopt plans to encourage 
all sectors of the society to 
generously contribute to it 
and offer assistance which 


QAF distributes to needy 
families during the holy 
month. 

Paying tribute to Princess 
Basma for her efforts to 
alleviate the suffering of the 
poor and spearheading prog- 
rammes designed to reduce 
poverty and unemployment, 
Mr. Murad said that the com- 
mercial sector of the country 
has always supported non- 
governmental organisations’ 
services for social and huma- 
nitarian causes and will con- 
tinue to do so in order to - 
promote social solidarity. 

Voicing QAPs apprecia- 
tion to the chamber, the Prin- 
cess «»iH that the charity cam- 


paign is expected to cover all 
parts of the country. Princess 
Basma said QAF currently 
operates 45 centres to pro- 
vide basic social services to 
citizens and continually backs 
the projects of social volun- 
tary and other organisations. 
Such support, she said, in- 
cludes training aimed at help- 
ing the national effort to- 
wards socio-economic de- 
velopment. 

The meeting, conducted at 
QAF headquarters, was 
attended by QAF board 
members. 

Ramadan is expected to 
start on Jan. 31. 
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Ministry, JEA consider burying 
electricity cables in Wadi Rum 
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By Rana Hussemi 

Special to fee Jordan Junes 

AMMAN — - The Ministry 
of Tourism is negotiating 
with the Jordan Electricity 
Authority (JEA) the feasi- 
bility of relocating the elec- 
tricity cables in Wadi Rum 
after their above-ground 
installation there last 
month drew heavy criticism 
from environmentalists, 
ministry officials said Mon- 
day. 

President of Friends of 
Archaeology Ghazi Saudi 
A said that the installation of 
ele c t r icit y poles will des- 
troy the identity and the 
historic image of Wadi 
Rum. 

“The whole area should 
be protected, and its nature 
must not be abend, and we 
need to preserve the nature 
and beamy of Wadi Rum,” 
Mr. Saadi told the Jordan 
Times Monday. 

‘Tfhese electricity poles 
will destroy the beautiful 
image of the ancient she for 
the tourists and visitors,” a 
letter sent recently to die 
minister of to u ri s m by fee 
Friends of Archaeology 
said. 

Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Mohammad 
Adwan told fee Jordan 
Times feat the ministry 
appreciated the conce rn s of 
environmentalists to pro- 
tect Wadi Rum saying that 
“the ministry und er sta nds 
these concerns and has 
already taken action.” “We 
have already taken the me- 
asures in coordination wife 
fee Aqaba authority to 
tackle fee problem even 
before recei v ing the let- 
ter,” and Dr. Adwan. 

He said feat fee aamstiy 
is trying to find a balance 
between fee local popela- 
.ktion’s requirements for 
*7Y«ectri txtp and preserving 
fee speatf environment of 
Wtufi. Dr. Adwan 

added. - 


According to Dr. 
Adwan, fee Aqaba Re- 
gional Authority is discus- 
sing fee issue of visible 
electric poles in Wadi Rum 
with the JEA and will study 
the feasibility of under- 
ground cable installation 
instead of the present op- 
tion. 

“Aqaba authority has 
already taken the initiative 
of coordinating this matter 
with the JEA and we are in 
total agreement wife them* 
on this subject," Dr. 
Adwan said. 

“Budget is the main 
problem now, because 
underground cables cost 
more than double tbe 
amount of electric poles,” 
he said. 

Dr. Adwan pointed out 
that it is not too late to 
re-evaluate the existing 
project to make it suitable 
to the environment of Wadi 
Rum. 

But according to a JEA 
official, fee company was 
contacted neither by the 
ministry nor by the Friends 
of Archaeology. 

“I don’t know until now 
of any complaints, and we 
will proceed wife the pro-' 
jeex,” Mohammad Smadi 
told the Jordan Times 
Monday. 

He added feat Wadi 
Rum residents need elec- 
tricity, “and we were asked 
to implement an electrical 
network in that area.” 

In addition to the elec- 
tricity problem, Mr. Saudi 
also cited four-wheel-drive 
vehicles travelling in the 
ancient landscape as 
another problem threaten- 
ing the area. 

“Bedouins and visitors 
drive freely between these 
andest sites without know- 
ing fee harm they are caus- 
: — ” be said. 


r. Saudi suggested res- 
tricting vehicles to a speci- 
fic path in the desert area 


away from the main sites. 

“Wadi Ruin’s archaeolo- 
gical sites will be distorted 
in five-years if the area is 
not monitored and orga- 
nised planning is not im- 
plemented properly in adv- 
ance,” Mr. Saudi said. 

One of five main tourist 
attractions in the Kingdom, 
Wadi Rum includes more 
than 70 archaeological 
locations m its landscape of 
pinkish rocky mountains 
eroded by centuries of na- 
ture's elements. 

Mr. Saudi also referred 
to fee new hotels that are 
currently being built in Pet- 
ra, describing them as a 
“destruction of fee ancient 
site — a mistake to start 
with." 

“The Ministry of Tour- 
ism allowed the building of 
many hotels near Petra, 
without talcing into consid- 
eration the environmental 
problems feat will occur as 
a result,” Mr. Saudi said. 

Dr. Adwan, however,' 
told the Jordan Times feat 
since his tenure at the 
Ministry of Tourism and 
Antiquities, the ministry 
has not issued a single li- 
cence to build new hotels in 
Petra. 

“We do not want to over- 
develop in tourism, and 
tourism demands will never 
be met at a cost to our 
environment, even If it 
means less tourism,” Dr. 
Adwan told the Jordan 
Times, stressing that “we 
are not after quantitative 
tourism.” 

The most important 
thing, the minister said, is 
long-term planning for 
each tourist attraction. 
Such planning, he said, will 
take into consideration fee 
infrastructure, services and 
investment in tourism pro- 
jects and proper zoning, as 
well as environmental im- 
pact studies and the socio- 
economic needs of fee local 
community. 


Israeli businessmen arrive for trade talks 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A team of 25 
Israeli businessmen arrived 
here on Monday in what an 
Israeli diplomat described 
as a familiarisation mission* 
ahead of the expected sign- 
ing of a J ordanian- Israe li 
trade agreement in the first 
half of this year. 

It is the first such mission 
to come to Jordan after the 
Kingdom signed a peace 
treaty wife Israel in Octo- 
ber, ending a 46-year state 
of war between each other 
and opening the door to 
economic and trade 
cooperation- The two coun- 
tries opened diplomatic 
missions in Tel Aviv and 
Amman respectively on 
Dec. 11. 

Jacob Rosen, fee charge 
d’affaires at the Israeli di- 
plomatic mission here, said 
none of the visiting 
businessmen was seeking to 


sell goods to Jordan. On 
the contrary, “every one of 
them is an importer, stock- , 
1st or distributor, and they 
would be looking at Jorda- 
nian products with a view 
to importing them to Israel 
and also to know how 
Jordanians do burin ess. 

“The reality is that neitfa- . 
er Israeli nor Jordanian 
businessmen are familiar 
wife what each can offer,” 
he added in a telephone 
interview with fee Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Rosen said the de- 
legation's visit was orga- 
nised by fee Israeli Cham- 
bers of Commerce, a pri- 
vate sector organisation, 
and, as such, the visit had 
little official character. “It 
is purely a private sector 
affair in coordination with 
local businessmen,’' he 
said. The delegation, which 
mil leave on Thursday, will 
be meeting a “few offi- 


cials’' from fee Federation 
of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry 
but fee focus of tbe mission 
will be on tbe private sec- 
tor. 

“The trip will familiarise 
fee businessmen with fee 
Jordanian market ahead of 
the signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli trade 
agreement in April or 
May,” he said. 

The Jordanian- Israeli 
peace treaty calls for an 
agreement on economic 
cooperation to be signed in 
six months from fee date of 
fee ratification of the trea- 
ty, feus effectively setting a 
May 10 deadline after His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin exchanged the 
documents of ratification 
of the treaty on Nov.. 10 in 
the northern Israeli town of 
Tiberias. 

Contrary to summary 


assumptions by many feat 
Israeli business would 
dominate tbe Jordanian 
market, seasoned analysts 
and officials say that trade 
would be in favour of Jor- 
dan since Israel can offer 
little in terms of large-scale 
consumer products to the 
Kingdom at competitive 
prices while fee Kingdom 
could offer a large variety 
of such goods to the 
Israelis. 

‘True, Israel . produces 
many consumer products, ' 
but it cannot offer them at 
prices that compete with 
Far Eastern suppliers or 
Jordanian producers," said 
a senior official recently. 
The official noted that cost 
of production was very high 
in Israel, restraining flex- 
ibility in prices. Furth- 
ermore, products in which 
Israel has a technological 
edge — computer software. 


telecommunications equip- 
ment and military ware — 
are not of fee type that 
would interest Jordan. 

“Most such Israeli pro- 
ducts target fee European 
and American markets, 
and there is little conflict of 
commercial interest be- 
tween Jordan and Israel in 
such products,” added fee 
official, who was briefing 
local journalists on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

Market analysts say that 
it was largely up to the 
negotiating abilities of 
Jordanian officials to se- 
cure terms favourable to 
fee Kingdom in the prop- 
osed economic cooperation 
agreement. The accord 
should also not overlap or 
have any negative impact 
on the Jordanian- 
Palestinian economic and 
trade relationship, they 
say. 


‘Plans for nuclear research 
training centre proceed’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
proceeding with plans to set 
up a nuclear research and 
training centre which even- 
tually would lead to the 
building of a nuclear reactor 
hopefully by fee year 2000, 
according to Ali Murr, head 
of the Atomic Energy De- 
partment at the Ministry of 
Energy and Mineral Re- 
sources. 

Mr. Mutt told the Jordan 
Times Saturday that the 
Vienna-based International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) has been providing 
Jordan with op to JD300,000 
annually in technical assist- 
ance since his department be- 
gan implementing fee plan in 
1987. 

This year fee IAEA has 
agreed to help the depart- 
ment with an additional 
$500,000 annually for four 
years in technical aid and 
equipment, as well as train- 
ing, Mr. Murr said. 

Under the original prog- 
ramme, as approved by fee 
Council of Ministers in 1986, 
fee department inducted 
stucfi^ii^Cif^sy plans fprthe 


implementation of the nuc- 
lear research centre program- 
me in two three-year stages, 
starting 1989 at fee cost of 
JD5 milli on. 

Mr. Murr said his depart- 
ment had received offers to 
build fee centre from Cana- 
dian and Belgian institutions, 
but their high fees led the 
department to seek the assist- 
ance of fee IAEA. 

The centre, he said, is ex- 
pected to be located north of 
Amman. 

According to Mr. Murr, 
fee final cost of the project 
would reach JD13 million, 
fee bulk of which would be 
borne by fee state treasury. 

Plans were to set up fee 
centre in 1989, but economic 
difficulties at fee time forced 
fee department to delay the 
work, added Mr. Murr. 

He said fee IAEA has so 
far provided his department 
with at least $2 million in 
technical aid over fee past 
few years, helping it to set up 
an information centre and to 
train a special cadre to deal 
with fee projected nuclear 
.centre. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, Iraq review parliamentary affairs 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of fee Lower House of 
Parliament Saad Hayel Srour Monday received Speaker of 
the Iraqi National Assembly Saadi Mahdi Saleh. Mr. Srour 
and Mr. Saleh reviewed bilateral relations in various fields, 
wife special emphasis on parliamentary affairs. The two 
also reviewed issues to be discussed by an upcoming 
meeting of fee Arab Parliamentary Union (APU) in 
Morocco and another meeting by fee International Par- 
liamentary Union (IPU) to be hosted by Madrid in March. 

PSD personnel head for Angola 

AMMAN (Petra) — A group of Public Security Depart- 
ment (PSD) personnel Monday left Iot Angola to join 
international peacekeeping forces deployed there. The 
group was seen off by PSD Director Lieutenant-General 
Abdul Rahman Udwan who urged fee team to persevere in 
carrying out its duties. Jordan has peacekeeping forces in 
fee former Yugoslavia, Haiti, Cambodia and Mozambique 
in addition to Angola. 

New vehicle licensing rules enforced 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Drivers and Vehicles Licensing 
Department of fee Public Security Department (PSD) 
Monday announced feat small passenger vehicles of 
1993-95 models will be exempted from mechanical tests at 
the department when being licensed. In new regulations 
announced Monday, the department said 1986 to 1992 
models wife odd plate numbers will be exempted from fee 
tests this year. ~ 

Land department collects JD 63.6m in ’94 

AMMAN (Petra) — Revenues of the Land and Survey 
Department last month totalled JD 5,001,655 compared to 
JD 4,868,842 in December 1993, reflecting an increase of 
25 per cent, according to Department Director General Ali 
GEaraibeh. Mr. Gharaibeh said last month’s revenues 
reflected a drop of 15 per cent compared to revenues of the 
previous month when the department collected JD 
5,831,070 in revenues. He said fee department collected JD 
63,628,785 in 1994; an increase of seven per cent over tbe 
previous year when revenues totalled JD 59,023,193. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


CUBAN FILM WEEK 

&* Cuban film entitled “El Brigadista” at Institute Cer- 
vantes (the Spanish Cultural Centre) at 5:00 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

£ Poetry recital by Dr. Mahmoud Shalabi at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture a nd Art a t 6:30 pjn. 

NEWS 

* ABC News Highlights and McNeH-Lehrer News Hour at 
the American Center at 5:00 pun. 

EXHIBITIONS 

fr Exhibition of o3 paintings by Mahmoud Musa at tbe 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art, 

* Exhibit i on of works by Mahmnd Obaldi at Darat A1 
Funtm. Also showing an exhibition of portraits by 
Fahrehussa Zdd and tbe exhibition of contemporary 
Arab artists. 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali Mon- 
day addresses senior officials at fee Minis- 


try of Higher Education at a meeting wife 
Minister Rateb Saoud (Petra photo) 


Premier suggests amendments 
to higher education legislation 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
Monday suggested that sever- 
al amendments be introduced 
to fee law on higher educa- 
tion in order to meet the 
requirements of the present 
stage of development in fee 
Kingdom. 7 

Addressing a meeting held 
at the Ministiy of Higher 
Education, attended by 
Minister of Higher Education 
Rateb Saoud, Dr. Majali said 
that the ministry should coor- 
dinate its programmes and 
plans with fee foreign minis- 
try in matters related to the 
appointment, in order to up- 
grade the embassies’ services, 
of cultural attaches at Jorda- 
nian embassies abroad. 

Cultural attaches at these 
embassies, he added, should 
be able to project a good 
image about Jordan's cultu- 
ral, political, economic and 
social development to fee 
outside world. 

The Jordanian government 
is seeking to establish an 
academy to train promising 
government leaders. This is a 
plan that is being worked out 
in cooperation wife fee Un- 


ited Nations University. 

Dr. Saoud said in a state- 
ment feat the prime minis- 
ter's suggested amendments 
would be referred to fee 
Lower House of Parliament 
and would entail plans for 
further development of fee 
work of cultural attaches at 
Jordanian embassies. 

Dr. Saoud said fee prime 
minister had expressed at the 
meeting, fee .view feat stu- 
dents wife scholarships at 
Jordanian state universities 
should receive monthly pay- 
ments enough to cover fee 
fees as well as living expenses 
of these students. 

The ministry now gives stu- 
dents on scholarships fees 
and pays them the cost of fee 
books. 

The minister said that the 
idea would be submitted to 
fee Council of Higher Educa- 
tion for approval. 

According to the minister, 
Dx. Majali dwelt on other 
issues, besides higher educa- 
tion, and reiterated Jordan’s 
need for coordinating with 
other Arab states on political 
issues. 


He said that fee prime 
minister also reiterated fee 
idea of having fee Arab coun- 
tries put aside their differ- 
ences and concert their 
efforts to deal wife the chal- 
lenges feat, face fee Arab 
Nqtion in vievr of fee current 
economic .and political blocs 
being formed elsewhere in 
the world. 

Referring to the peace pro- 
cess, Dr. Majali said that 
Jordan was seeking to ensure 
its security, water and territo- 
rial rights and improve its 
economic activity, but will 
not stop coordinating its 
efforts with the other .Arab 
states to achieve feat goal. 

Referring to the refugee 
problem. Dr. Saoud quoted 
Dr. Majali as saying that the 
1948 refugees will have the 
right to choose between re- 
patriation to Palestinian land 
or accept compensation and 
remain in the Kingdom as 
Jordanian citizens. 

He said the prime minister 
stressed that Palestinian- 
Israeii-Jordanian coordina- 
tion is under way concerning 
this issue. 


11 political parties demand 
retirement pension equity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Eleven 
political parties Monday 
issued a joint statement de- 
manding that the government 
raise the pensions of the 
military and civil service per- 
sonnel’on equal footing wife 
the personnel who retired as 
of December 1994. 

On Dec. 17 fee govern- 
ment announced pension 
raises of 25 per cent for milit- 
ary officers, 22.5 per cent for 
soldiers and 17.5 per cent for 
government employees, but 
said that the new rates would 
apply to those persons who 
retired as of December 1994, 
thus excluding personnel who 
retired prior to that date. 
Those civil servants and milit- 
ary personnel who retired 
earlier spent the prime of 
their lives serving their nation 
and are facing the same diffi- 
cult living conditions as their 
colleagues who only recently 
retired, said the statement 
which was signed by the sec- 
retaries general of the 11 
parties. 

The statement demanded 
that the government demons- 
trate equity by offering equal 
pension raises to both cate- 
gories of retired personnel 
and that it re-examine the 
pension scale of the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC) 
with a view to increasing 
those rates. 

The parties' statement de- 
manded that the government 
withdraw its two draft plans 


on pension raises submitted' 
to the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment and replace them with 
two new and more equitable 
draft plans. 

The statement said that if 
fee government fails to with- 
draw its earlier plans, the II 
parties would demand that 
the Lower House reject them 
and request that the govern- 
ment submit new proposals 
that ensure justice and equal- 
ity. 

Saying that the majority of 
citizens are now facing diffi- 
cult economic conditions, 
poverty and unemployment 
as well as continuous in- 
creases in prices of ail com- 
modities. the statement said 
present wages and salaries 
are insufficient. 

It warned that if the gov- 
ernment insists on its present 
position a serious situation 
would arise because, injustice 
would likely create ill- 
feelings that could threaten 
national security and stabil- 
ity. 

The statement was signed 
by the Jordan Socialist Arab 
Baath Party, the Islamic Ac- 
tion Front, the National Ac- 
tion From, the Jordan Social- 
ist Democratic Party, the Jor- 
dan Democratic People’s 
Party, the Jordanian Com- 
munist Party, the Jordan 
Democratic Arab Party, the 
Jordanian Democratic Peo- 
ple's Unionist Pam - , the Jor- 
dan Progressive Baath Party, 
the Jordan Democratic Prog- 


ressive Pam- and the Jordan 
Constitutional From Pam. 

Meanwhile, the Lower 
House of Parliament Finance 
and Judiciary committees 
approved in a joint meeting 
Monday the government’s re- 
cent amendments to the 
military and civil servants 
pension laws as drafted by 
the government. 

The committees issued a 
call to the government to 
raise the pensions of the 
military and civil service per- 
sonnel who retired before 
December 1994. Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Abdul 
Karim A] Dughmi said. 

Mr. Dughmi. who chaired 
the joint meeting attended by 
Finance Minister Sami Gam- ' 
moh. said his committee was 
convinced that raising the 
pensions of those who retired 
before December could not 
be included in the two draft 
laws, but could be considered 
through a study to be con- 
ducted by the government in 
the future. 

The Lower House is also 
expected to meet Wednesdav 
morning to hear replies by 
the government to queries 
raised by several deputies. 
The House, to meet under 
the chairmanship of its 
Speaker Saad Havel Srour. 
will refer to its specialised 
committees amendments ro 
laws on land registration and 
fee division eff immovable 
assets. 
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North calls for Korean 
reunification in 1 990$ 


TOKYO (Agencies) — 
North Korea ruling Workers’ 
Party has called for the reuni- 
fication of the divided Ko- 
rean peninsula by the end of 
the decade, the official 
Rodong Sinmrni newspaper 
said Monday. 

The two Koreas “should 
accelerate the grand march 
for reunification by united 
efforts, put a period to foe 
history of national division 
and achieve foe reunification 
of the country in the 1990s 
without foil,” it said. 

The paper, quoted by foe 
Korean Central News Agen- 
cy (KCNA) monitored here, 
said this should be achieved 
peacefully on the basis of 
“independence” and “great 
national unity” proposed by 
late North Korean President 
Kim Il-Sung. 

Mr. Kim, who died last 
July, was quoted as propos- 
ing that reunification be 
achieved by “founding a 
nationwide unified state 
which can represent all the 
members of the nation of all 
political parties, groupings 
and social strata.” 

A reunited Korea should 
be a confederal state with two 
regional governments in foe 
North and South, with the 
existing systems and govern- 
ments each region left un- 
changed, Mr. Kim reportedly 
said. 


“Since there oast di f feren t 
ideas and systems in foe 
North and the South of 
Korea, foe reunification of 
foe country must be achieved 
by the confederacy formula 
based on one nation, one 
state, two systems and two 
governments,” Rodong Sin- 
mun echoed. 

It added: ‘To found a 
nationwide reunified state, a 
confederal state, is foe most 
correct way of resolving the 
reunification question inde- 
pendently and peacefully.” 

The Korean peninsula, has 
been divided since foe end of 
World War n. The split was 
widened l jy the 1950-53 Ko- 
rean War in which the Stalin- 
ist North attempted to 
reunite Korea by force, but 
was routed by U.S.-led Un- 
ited Nations troops. 

North Korea’s reclusive 
leader, Kira Jong-11, has ex- 
changed New Year’s cards 
with foreign leaders, the 
KCNA said Monday. 

The foreign leaders in- 
cluded Chinese paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping and 
President Jiang Zemin as well 
as Cuban President Fidel 
Castro, KCNA said in a dis- 
patch monitored here. 

Meanwhile, North Korea's 
ruling Workers’ Party stres- 
sed in its Rodong Sinmnn 
journal on Monday that foe 
people's trust in Mr. Kim 


Jong-D was “rexk-firm.” 

“Onr people’s worship of 
foe great leader comrade 
Kjm Jong-D is the rock-firm 
trust with which they deeply 
believe in and follow only 
foeir leader, even if foe world 
may change a hundred 
times,” the party’s official 
newspaper was quoted as 

saying by KCNA. 

It said: “Worship of com- 
rade Kim Jong-D is foe nob- 
lest ideological and moral 
quality of our today.” 

“Now our people sincerely 
uphold the great comrade 
Kim Jong-D, Rodong Sin- 
num said, adding that Mr. 
Kim was foe “son of life” to 
foe North Korean people. 

Mr. Kim is expected to be 
named North Korea’s top 
leader in the near future, 
following foe death of ins 
father Kim Il-Sung last July 
as president ana general 
secretary of foe rating party. 

Meanwhile, foe Clinton 
administration plans to go 
ahead with an oil shipment to 
North Korea as part of a deal 
aimed at halting foe North's 
suspected nuclear weapons 
programme, a senior U.S. 
official 

Anthony Lake, President 
Bill chnton’s natio nal security 
adviser, said in an interview 
on NBC Television’s Meet 
The Press that be saw no 
reason to delay the shipment. 


Japan emperor greets year 
with guarded war references 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
Emperor Akihito stood be- 
hind a bulletproof glass 
screen Monday and told a 
crowd of well-wishers he 
wished for peace in 1995, foe 
50th year since foe end of 
World War U. 

Crowds totalling around 
70,000 people turned out for 
seven scheduled appearances 
by the emperor. 

They waved national flags 
— a red sun on white back- 
ground — on a bright day in 
the Tokyo palace. 

“At the beginning of the 
new ’year, I pray for the 
happiness of the nation; and 
for world peace,* 7 foe emper- 
or said, dressed in morning 
suit and white silk tie. 

Most of the crowd were old 
or middle-aged, but many 
said they liked Emperor Aki- 
hito’s open-style reign, in- 
volving more foreign trips 
and domestic tours than his 
late father Emperor Hirohi- 
to. 

“We’ve had three prime 
ministers in the last year, but 
the emperor is still here as a 
symbol of foe unity of the 
Japanese people, said 
Takashi Sekiguchi, 70, a 
volunteer who was handing 


out fla g * 

“This emperor is d iffe re nt 
and I like the way he’s more 
open, but I wouldn't want to 
go too far like the British 
royals.” he said. 

In his role as foe living 
symbol of the Japanese, 
Emperor Akihito also 
however symbolises foeir 
dilemmas and uncert ain ties, 
especially as foe country 
grapples with the issues 
raised by this year’s 50th 
anniversary of foe end of the 
war. 

His official New Year’s 
message and poems made 
cautious reference .to foe war. . 
But they were a study in 
diplomatic phrasing and 
avoided hinting at an official 
Japanese interpretation of it 
— why it took place, and who 
suffered most from iL 

“Fifty yean ago,” he said, 
“foe Japanese people saw the 
end of a most terrible war, 
and since then have carried 
out the difficult task of post- 
war rehabilitation, and con- 
tinued to make every effort 
to improve relations with all 
countries of foe world.” 

As bead of state he cannot 
say anything that could 
offend either the victims of 


Japanese brutality in Asia or 
conservatives at home who 
would rather fo rget — or 
deny — this and remember 
only Japanese suffering. 

The bulletproof glass 
Emperor Akihito stands be- 
hind at public appearances 
reflects bow the continued 
existence of foe imperial 
famil y after a war fought in 
the name of his father stfll 
rouses enough opposition for 
left-wing violence to be consi- 
dered a threat. 

One of his traditional New 
Year’s poems was writte n on 
a visit to low Jima, scene of a 
brutal' battle where 20,000 
Japanese and 7,000 U.S. sol- 
diers were~kaBed- The poem 
simply regretted what had 
happened as a sad event. 

“The valiant men who 
fought with all their heart and 
soul, here, unto this day, lie 
at rest below the ground and 
the isle is sorrowful.” 

Another poem seemed to 
say the war was already a part 
of history and that time had 
healed its wounds: “On this 
isle that once was burned 
bare by battle-fires, all these 
50 years ownerless, the castor 
plants have gone on growing 
lushly.” 


British Police probe prison 
death of alleged serial killer 


LONDON f Agencies) — 
Police Monday probed the 
jail cell death of suspected 
serial killer Frederick West, 
one of Britain's highest- 
profile prisoners, amidst a 
political row over security 
lapses by the prison service. 

Mr. West, accused of 
murdering 12 young women 
and girls whose bodies were 
found buried in fields and a 
home dubbed the “house of 
horrors”, was found haqged 
in his cell Sunday. 

Detectives sought to estab- 
lish if Mr. West committed 
suicide or had been killed by 
one of his fellow inmates — 
the fate that befell American 
serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer 
last month. 

Former prisoners at Win- 
son Green Prison in the cen- 
tral English town of Birming- 
ham said the burly builder, 
found hung from the bars of 
his cell by a makeshift liga- 
ture made from bis own clo- 
thing. was loathed by fellow 
inmates who “couldn't wait 
to get at him.” 

Even members of his own 
family said on hearing of his 
death "we hope he rots in 
hell." 

His lawyer Tony Miles said 
of his client that before his 
death: "There was nothing in 
his manner which gave us 
cause for concern.” 

Mr. West and his wife 
Rosemary were accused of 
murdering nine women and 
girls whose bodies were 
found buried in their home in 
the western English town of 
Gloucester. 

Mr. West was alone ac- 
cused of three other murders 
— his first wife, their eight- 
year-old daughter and the 
family nanny. 

Mr. West's local member 
of parliament, Dougjas 
French from Britain's ruling 
Conservative Party, said 


Monday that Mr. West 
should have been under 24- 
hour surveillance. 

“This is an enormously 
high profile case and a very 
strange case at that and I 
think it must have always 
been a possibility that these 
kind of events could have 
taken place,” he told BBC 
Radio. 

Opposition politicians 
poured scorn on Home 
Secretary (Interior Minister) 
Michael Howard after a dis- 
astrous year at the helm of a 
prison service that suffered 
riots, arms finds and a mass 
breakout by Irish Republican 
Army prisoners. 

“There is a real security 
problem and the home 
secretary seems complacent 
about it,” said opposition 
Labour Party prisons spokes- 
man George Howard). 

Judge Stephen Tumim, the 
inspector of prisons, said the 
police probe should deter- 
mine whether Mr. West was 
under continuous observa- 
tion and look at what 
psychiatric examination bad 
taken place. 

Judge Tumim in 1992 criti- 
cised overcrowding at Win- 
son Green, built in the 19th 
century to bold 555 men but 
now holding more than 
1 . 000 . 

Security experts said Mr. 
West may have chosen to 
take his own life when secur- 
ity was lax over the New Year 
holiday and staff numbers 
were low during a lunchtime 
shift change. 

Rosemary West, 41, was 
told of her husband’s death 
within hours. She was being 
comforted by a nun who had 
been via ting her in prison. 
The couple were due to face a 
pre-trial hearing on Feb. 6. 

Families of Mr. West’s vic- 
tims expressed relief Monday 
about his death in a prison 


cell where he was found 
hanged over the weekend. 

“This is the only good 
thing be ever did,” said Joan 
Owen, foe mother of 17-year- 
old Alison, one of 12 young 
women allegedly killed by 
Mr. West. *‘i don’t think he 
will go to hell because you 
need to have a spirit to go 
there.” 

Some of Mr. West’s neigh- 
bours in the western town of 
Gloucester, where nine of the 
corpses were found in early 
1994 buried in the garden and 
under die floor of his ter- 
raced home at 25 Cromwell 
Street, said they also were 
relieved be was dead. 

“I think be deserves every- 
thing be got,” said one neigh- 
bour, adding that Mr. West’s 
death would “save a lot of 
trouble.” 

The first discoveries of 25 
Cromwell Street’s gruesome 
history were made a day after 
Mr. West was arrested on 
Feb. 25 when police began 
excavations of the sire. Offic- 
ers dug up the garden to 
discover what are believed to 
be the remains of Mr. West’s 
16-year-old daughter Heath- 
er, who disappeared in 1987. 

Over the following weeks, 
investigators used a range of 
sophisticated detector equip- 
ment to carry out further 
excavations of foe garden and 
cellar of the home, dubbed 
foe “House of horror" by foe 
British media, uncovering a 
gruesome collection of re- 
mains from eight other 
women. 

Police stumbled on foe 
case by accident after one of 
Mr. West’s force surviving 
daughters allegedly de- 
nounced him while police 
were pursuing a routine en- 
quiry imo another matter. 
Until then, neighbours had 
described the couple as a 
pleasant pair. 


which some members of Con- 
gress had suggested should be 
used as leverage with Pyon- 
gyang before it released a 
captured U.S. pilot held for 
nearly two weeks. 

The United States is to 

S ic 50,000 tonnes of 
fuel ofl, valued at ab- 
.7 ntilBon, by Jan. 21 to 
help offset energy supplies 
lost as the North begins con- 
verting its nuclear program- 
me to one with less potential 
for building bombs. 

Mr. Lake said internation- 
al inspectors had been able to 
verify that Pyongyang had 
frozen foe old p ro g ramme, as 
required under the bilateral 
agreement reached in Octo- 
ber. 

“The North Koreans are 
abiding by everything that 
they said that they would do, 
which is to pot... a freeze on 
foeir nuclear programme, 
and I flwnlc perhaps to the 
surprise of some of foeir cri- 
tics, to verify it,” he said. 

“...I think it’s in our in- 
terests to go ahead and do 
what we sad we would do, 
which is to proceed with that 
supply” of fuel oiL, he said. 

Mr. Lake’s remarks were 
taped Friday, shortly after 
the North released Chief 
Warrant Officer Bobby Hall, 
an army pilot who survived 
foe Dec. 17 downing of his 
helicopter in the North. 

Clinton 
starts 
1995 with 
seminar 


on life 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
South Carolina (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Omton, who had a 
rough year politically in 1994, 
spent part of New Year’s Day 
Sunday attending a seminar 
called “Life 101: What I’ll Do 
Differently in 1995.** 

But participants said the 
president did not speak at the 
session, although be did 
. spend over an hour chatting 
with friends a ft erwa rd s . 

The. seminar was dosed to 
the press as are afl sessions at foe 
renaissance weekend, an 
annual gathering at which 
prominent Americans gather 
to discuss public policy and 
self-improvement. 

Mr. Clinton, who has 
attended renaissance 
weekends for a decade, 
usually spends several days at 
the HDton Head Island resort 
on the South Carolina coast, 
but this year has shortened 
his trip to just overnight. 

Dozing fas brief visit, he 
celebrated New Year's with 
bis family, complete with a 
round of “Auld Lang Syne,” 
walked on the beach, golfed, 
jogged, and networ k ed. 

At tbe renaissance 
weekend New Year’s Eve 
party on Saturday night, 
which the president attended, 
the group had dinner and 
“there was champagne, but 
very few people drinking it,” 
said Guy Smith, a spokesman 
fix- the conference. 

The president also gave a 
little speech at the party in 
which be said he looked for- 
ward to the coming year. 
“Tbe tjgheme of h was his 
pride m representing foe 
country,” Mr. Smith said. 

Mr. Clinton, whose Demo- 
cratic Party lost control of 
both foe House of Repre- 
sentative and Senate in tbe 
recent elections, spoke of 
how be loved representing 
tire American people, espe- 
cially at events uke tbe Israel- 
Jordanian peace treaty sign- 
ing last October. 



CHAMPAGNE ON CHAMPS- 

ELYSfeS: Young people spray Meads with 
champagne as they celebrate New Year ou the 
Champs-Efysfes near foe Are De Trio mp he 


(background)' eariy Jam. L. Sm me fS0, M > 
people gathered on foe famous Paris Avene, 
w h i ch was dosed te traffic, to start tbe new 
year (AFP photo) 


Strike hits Bangladesh capital again 


DHAKA (R) — An eight- 
hour general strike virtually 
halted life in tbe Bangladeshi 
capital Monday, locking off a 
new wave of protests by 
opposition parties trying to 
push out foe govern m ent and 
force early elections. 

Opp ositi on leaders rinhn ed 
the strike, foe first of three 
succe ssi ve eight-hour stop- 
pages called for Dhaka, was a 
success and was expected to 
itiUm-nw- their plans for a 
more fierce anti-government 


Witnesses said the strike 
was largely peaceful, 
although half-dozen people 
were injured when pickets set 
off several small home-made 
bombs. 

In addition, some pickets 
and security officers t hre w 
ro c ks at each other after 
police tried to break up mar- 
ches by tire opposition activ- 
ists, they said. 

Sheikh Hasma, the Awami 
League bead who led a mass 

bill fl pfl fllfl 

by oppo si tion parfy members 
last week, urged her follow- 
ers to prepare for even 
tougher protests to bring 
down the “corru p t and illeg- 
al” government of Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda 
Zia. 

“From now on tbe protests 


wifi be relentless,” opposi- 
tion chief whip Mohammad 
Nasim told reporters. “Now 
we have only one demand — 
the d epartur e of Khaleda 
Zia.” 

Mr. Nasim spurned Mbs. 
Khaleda's offer last week to 
step down one month ahead 
of elections scheduled for 
1996 and hand over power to 
President Abdur Rahman 
Biswas so elections could be 
held freely. 

Mrs. Khaleda, whose 
Bangladesh Nationalist Parfy 
(BNP) was elected in 1991 in 
what were billed as the coun- 
try’s first free polls, repeated 
her offer in a New Year’s Day 
broadcast Sunday. 

But, Mr. Nasim said, “the 
broadcast contained nothing 
new. So there was nothing to 
reconsider or rethink about.” 
The opposition wants Min. 
Khaleda to quit now. 

There was no tra n spor t 
Monday on the streets of 
Dhaka except for a few rick- 
shaws, witnesses said. 
Domestic flights were de- 
layed, trains were mostfy idle 
and some ri ver fe rri es end not 
ran. 

Most businesses were font 
and schools re s ch e du led ex- 
aminations. Tbe Dhaka 
Stock Exchange, the coun- 
try’s only bourse, was dosed. 

Hundreds of riot police im- 


posed tight security in tbe 
capital while pa ramilitar y 
troops guarded important 
gover n me n t buildings. 

Police said a large number 
of oppo si tion pickets had 
poured onto the streets be- 
gmnmg at dawn, but there 
was little v io le nc e. 

The strike was extended 
beyond its original ending 
time of 2 p.uL (0800 GMT) 
because transport workers 
had called a 24-hour country- 
wide strike Monday to press 
demands for higher wages 
and job security, police said. 

Journalists in opdyiK dis- 
tricts said thousands or peo- 
ple had been stranded by the 
road strike. The gover nm ent, 
however, said the road strike 
was only partial. 

Mrs. Khaleda said Sunday: 
“I am deeply saddened that 

atare^tendireaten^to 
depose a democratically 
elected gove rnm ent." - 

British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd was due to 
arrive in Dhaka Tuesday on a 
three-day visit. British Hfai 
Commission sources said foe 

trip had been planned fo r 

sente time and had nothing to 
do with Bangladesh’s poBtio-. 
al crisis. 


Brazil President Cardoso vows 
to make justice his priority 


BRASILIA (R) — Fernando 
Henriqne Cardoso, a one- 
time political exile and for- 
mer academic, was sworn in 
Sunday as BraziTs 38th presi- 
dent vowing to erase hunger 
and poverty from Latin 
America’s biggest nation. 


In bis inaugural address, 
Mr. Cardoso, 63, told a joint 
session of Congress that his 
government was co mmitt ed 
to carrying out major social 
and economic reforms. 

Social justice “is tire major 
challenge faring Brazil in the 
final days of this century. 
This will be the nu mber o ne 
objective of my administra- 
tion," he said. 

• Mr. Cardoso, a centrist 
aid one of Brazfi’s most re- 
spected intellectuals, took 
office amid hopes be can 
consolidate a stabilisation 
programme he dur- 

ing bis tenure as finance 
ministe r in the government of 
Itarnar Franco. 

Tbe economic programme, 
known as the real plan, tied 
Brazil’s real currency to the 
U.S. dollar and succeeded in 
slowing chronic inflation and 
sparking an economic boom. 

“By choosing me... an 
absolute majority of Brazi- 
tians dearly opted for foe 
continuation of the real plan 
and foe die structural reforms 


address, tion of 


which are necessary to do 
away with the spectre of in- 
flation for once and for all,” 
he said. - 

Mr. Cardoso said years of 
misspending and co rrupti on 
had ba nkrupte d tbe govern- 
ment, requmng a reorganisa- 


sector. 


“It will become necessary 
to stir up many a hornet’s 
nest before completing our 
bousedeaning ana providing 
tbe structural re f or ms that- 
are so necessary if pubfic 
services are to become effi- 
cient,” be said. 

Mr. Cardoso win press 
Congress for constitutional 
reforms to control spending 
and open up tbe economy, 
among the 10 biggest in the 
world. Brazil faces a budget 
deficit of at least S10 bSnon 
next year. 

A spokeswoman told re- 
porters Mr. Cardoso already 
had prepared a decree to take 
effect Monday abofi ril ing two 
ministries and a welfare agen- 
cy- _ ... - 

Following a religious ser- 
vice at Brasilia’s m o der ni stic 
cathedral, Mr. Cardoso ar- 
rived at Congress in a vintage 
Rolls Royce convertible 
flanked by a colour guard of 
lancers in 19th century cos- 
tume. 

Mr. Cardoso later accepted 


the yeHow-and-green pres- 
idential sash from Mr. Franco 
at the presidential palace as 
low-flying fighter jets thun- 
dered overhead and 
thousands of onlookers 
cheered. 

BrasSia had been drenched 
by showers throughout the 
day but as Mr. Cardoso 
waved to spectators from a 
'palace balcony foe clouds, 
cleared and he washed by 
late-aftcmoon sunlight. 

Mr. Cardoso, a res p ected 
sociologist, went into exDe 
during Brazil's 1964-85 milit- 
ary dictatorship.- He was a 
Sao Paulo senator xmtfi Mr. 
Franco tapped him to be 
foreign minister and became 
economy minister in 1993. 

Mr. Franco left, the pres- 
idency with a popularity rat- 
ing of more than 80 per cent, 
largely because of the success 
of tire real plan. A former 
vice president, Mr. Franco 
became president two years 
ago when Ins predecessor, 
Fernando Collar, stepped 
down amid a corruption scan- 
dal. 

Franco, 64, drove away 
from tire palace accompanied 
by his goffneod, an educator 
half fas age. They are ex- 
pected to marry and . Mr. 
Franco is fikefy to become 
ambassador to Portugal or 
tire Organisation of Amer- 
ican States. 


SYDNEY (AFP) — The Au- 
stralian government agreed 
to secret British plans to 
bomb Indonesia in 1964 if 
Jakarta had moved to step up 
attacks on the newly formed 
Malaysian Federation, 
according to newly released 
documents. 

Cabinet papers for 1964,’ 
declassifying after 30 years 
Monday, show an entirely 
different attitude by Canber- 
ra towards Indonesia, with 
which it now enjoys cordial 
bilateral Hnks extending to 
friendship between the lead- 
ers. 

The British {Han was aimed 
at the destruction of Indone- 
sian offensive air and naval 
capabilities in foe event of a 
major Indonesian attack on 
tbe newly formed neighbour- 
ing federation. 

It was drawn op in re- 
sponse to President Sukar- 
no’s attempt to ’ crush 
Malaysia” and would have 


tea ap to 170 British, Austra- 
lian and New Zealand air- 
craft bombing Indonesia's re- 
cently acquired Soviet jet 
fighters and bombers. 

Tbe plan was one of sever- 
al contingency documents to 
produce a graduated re- 
sponse to the Indonesian 
policy of military “konfronta- 
sT designed to destroy the 
new Malaysia. 

Malaysia was then subject 
to escalating Indonesian con- 
frontation which involved, 
cross border raids into Sara-' 
wak. 

Britain would have carried 
most of the action, flying its 
aircraft from land bases and 
its four aircraft carriers. 

However, Australia could 
have contributed eight Can- 
berra bombers and 23 Sabre 
fighters, all based at Buttcr- 
wwrth. Malaysia. New Zea- 
land would have contributed 
six Canberra*. 

Darwin was envisaged for 


use by Australian or British 
aircraft to strike ax the more 
remote Indonesian airfields. 

Tbe documents also indi- 
cate that Canberra bad antici- 
pated retaliation by Indone- 
sia, with air raids or low level 
commando in cursion s against 
the Australian mainland, spe- 
cifically Darwin. 

“In the event of RAAF 
aircraft in Malaya being used 
in an offensive role mid of 
Darwin being used to mount 
air strikes against Indonesia, . 
there will be the possibility of 
air attacks against Darwin 
part and airfield or of small 
sabotage raids,” the Cabinet 
Defence Committee submis- 
sion said. 

Canberra endorsed foe 
plan though tbe cabinet docu- 
ments show there were re- 
servations. with cabinet most 
concerned that there should 
be adequate -ttwritstinn .be- 
fore any plan was launched. ' 

The ' Defence- Committee 


akn had an eye to the poten- 
tial for unintended and dras- 
tic consequences. 

Commenting on an early 
plan titled Hemley, the com- 
mit tee said it was possible a 
limited war would result in 
Indonesia fragmenting into 
separate stares. 

“An early detailed ex- 
amination should be made 
th er efore of the likely effects 
of foe implementation of 
Ran Hemley on Australia’s 
future relations with Indone- 
sia as, from the Australian . 
viewpoint, it is . highly desir- 
able that the Republic of 
Indonesia remain a viable en- 


tity,” it said. 
However, d 


However, despite Indone- 
sia’s aggression against 
Malaysia, the Dep artme nt of 
External Affairs befieved In- 
. donesa’s ambitions were li- 
mited and that foe , major 
threat to regional security 
from rn mmimiit China 
' and' North Vietnam. ■ ' ' 


Lawyers: Jackson 
to appeal 
plagiarism ruling 

ROME <AFP j — - Italian 
lawyers for Michael Jackson 
said Saturday that the U.S. 
.singer would .appeal an “nn- 
founded 1 ’ court ruling that be 
plagiarised an kalian song for. 
oire of the. trades on his 1991 
album “Dangerous”. The 
lawyers raid, in a statement 
that Friday’s ruling was 
“complete^ unfounded be- 
cause it was given by a judge 
with absolutely no jurisdic- 
tion and in flagrant violation 
of the finding s of experts who 
. indicated that both songs 
were ‘devoid of all original- 
ity.” The ruling was “pro- 
vtopnal” arid “could be re- 
volted and modified by a 
judge examining foe affair m 
depth, in front of whom the 
court action should resume,” . 
they added. Judge Domenico 
Bonaccorsi ruled Friday that 
■Jackson' had lifted parts of 
Italian singer Al Bano’s “I 
Ggm Di Balaka” (The Swans 
Or Balaka) and put them into 
his own will You Be There. 
The’ Italian song was distri- 
buted in - foe United States 
from. 1989 and had dearly 
been copied by Jackson, 
Judge Bonaccorsi said. 

Judge losses 
out same-sex 
harassment case 


BALTIMORE, Mainland 
(AFP) — ; A man claiming fas 
male boss sexually harassed 
him cannot sue under existing 
federal sexual harassment- 
laws, according to' a judge’s, 
rating. David Hopkins, a for- 
mer utility company em- 

& accused fas boss Ira 
of making unwel- 
come advances, charges Swa- 
dow denied. Tbe federal CivQ 
Rights Act of 3964 does not 
cover a person claiming to be 
tiie “victim of sexual harass- 
ment by a supervisor or co- 
worker of foe same gender," 
U.S. Distict Judge Alexander 
Harvey ruled Wednesday. 
And, because Mr. Swadow 
was equally rode to male and . 
female employees, foe sexnal 


Australia planned to bomb Indonesia, documents show 


aspect of the harassment was 
removed. Judge Harvey said. 
Mr. Hopkins said he will 
appeal foe decision and a 
Maryland anti-discrimination 
■ official said die state will 
continue to pursue same-sex 
harassment cases understate 

■fiw. ••• ■ 
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-No-smoking law 
hurts ‘Frisco’, 
hookah house 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
California smokers entered 
the New Year facing the 
toughest statewide restric- 
tions on lighting up in foe 
United States.- From Jan. 1, a 
new California law bans 
smoking in most indoor 
workplaces, including res- 
taurants. The only smoking 
that will be allowed in res- 
taurants is in separate bar 
areas. But the owner of a 
Middle Eastern-style cafe in 
San Francisco, where cus- 
tomers go to smoke hookah 
pipes, said that when tbe cafe 
had to go smoke-free, it 
could also become customer- 
free. “People come here to 
smoke tbe hookah,” Jade 
Joeamt said. “We don’t know 
what well do.” 

Gold found on 
queen's Scottish 
estate — paper 

LONDON (R) — Geologists 
have found gold on Queen 
Elizabeth’s. Scottish estate 
and Prince Charles has joined 
prospectors in the hunt, a 
British newspaper said. The 
tabloid News Of Tbe World, 
citing geological surveys car- 
ried out on the Balmoral 
estate, said the finds could 
potentially be worth billions. 

It could be the second poten- 
tially valuable mineral find 
on land near a royal resi- 
dence — prospectors plan to 
drill for cm in the grounds of 
Windsor Castle, near Lon- 
don. But any royalties from 
commercial oil production 
would go into go vernm ent 
coffers, not to the monarch. - 

Welsh pub 
landlord calls time 
with his ashes 

LONDON OR) — A Welsh 
landlord who could not bear 
to be parted from bis pub was 
cremated and his ashes were 
put .in an egg-timer on the 
bar. Ken Frank’s wife Carol, 
who carried out her bus- 
band’s deathbed request, 
said: .“I .feel far more con- 
tented now he is back in the 
pub with rue.” “Some people 
might think it is macabre, but 
it was his dying .wist,” she 
told Sunday's New Of The 
World. So,, eight months af- 
ter bedied of bone and lung 
cancer at the age of 54, Frank 
is now back at the bar of the 
-^ed buU'm Buckley, north 
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HORSEBACK PATROL; A Chechen volunteer rides a weeks of bombardments by warplanes to crash the breakaway 
hone as he patrols the streets of the town of NovyAtaguy, some Caocasns republic’s three-year independence drive (AFP 
Mbs s outh of the capital Grozny. Kasdan troops temchcd a photo) 
mas siv e ground ml air assault on the capital after several 


s-ame-sex Fire destroys chamber at Irish peace 


issment case Belfast (R) — F5re mod- 
' day destroyed the debating 
*■' V. . . y ... chamber in Northern Ire- 
*• :* . land’s old parliament, long a 

’ - ■ . symbol of Protestant domina- 

r ° on and now th* setting for 

- peace talks on ending the 
; . • . • province’s 25-year-old guer- 

rflia conflict. 


... ’ ' Up to 120 firefighters tack- 
- .! “ led the blaze. “There is no- 

-* - - thine to suggest that it is 

. malicious,” Fire Brigade 
* spokesman John McLelland 
t - ‘ „ 7 \ \ - said. No one was hurt. 

f K .... . ... The chamber, where local 

, - - . • .1 ’■ ' 1 lawakers sat for forty years, 

* , u ’ was engulfed in flames that 


swept through the west wing 
of the grandiose building that 
was undergoing a multi- 
million pound renovation. 

The flames were first spot- 
ted by a police dog handler in 
the grounds of Stonnont Cas- 
tle. 

Last month, British offi- 
cials opened ground-breaking 
talks at Stonnont with sepa- 
rate delegations of political 
representatives from Repub- 
lican and Protestant extrem- 
ists. 

The exploratory talks, 
which resume on Jan. 12, 
follow ceasefires by rival 


guerrilla forces involved in a 
conflict which claimed more 
than 3,000 lives in the British- 
ruled province. 

A spokesman for Britain's 
Northern Ireland Office, 
which administers the region, 
said smoke was subsiding. 

“Being a Bank (public) 
Holiday, we have no reports 
of anybody being in the 
building,” the spokesman 
said. 

The Northern Ireland par- 
liament was abolished by 
London in 1972 when the 
local administration was un- 
able to cope with civil strife 


venue 

that broke out in Belfast and 
other areas. 

Stormont, an imposing 
palace-like edifice of offices 
and parliamentary committee 
rooms on a hill overlooking 
Belfast, has been mothballed 
since then but renovation 
work has been carried out 
recently. 

The building opened in 
1932, ten years after the 
legislature was created when 
Northern Ireland became an 
autonomous British region fol- 
lowing the partition of Ire- 
land. 
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Abandoned Norwegian ship sinks off Dutch coast 


AMSTERDAM (R) — A 
Norwegian cargo step sank 
off the Dutch coast Monday 
after being abandoned by its 
crew in heavy sea Sunday 
Evening, a Dutch Coast 
Guard spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, the search was 
continuing fen’ two German 
Hfeboatmen who fell over- 
board during a separate res- 
cue operation Sunday, bat 
of finding them were 


And a Danish forty Mt by 
st or my weather in the North 


Sea was steaming slowly 
home Monday. It was ex- 
pected to dock Tuesday, 
some 43 hours behind sche- 
dule. 

The 1,179 DWT Norwe- 
gian freighter Linito sank ab- 
out two miles from the Dutch 
North Sea island of Vlieland. 
Np decisions bad yet been 
^ ihade about _ salvaging the 
"vessel, but it did not pose a 
danger to other ships, the 
Coast Guard spokesman 
said. 


The Linito’s five-man crew 
abandoned ship after its car- 
go of marble shifted and 
caused it to list sharply. They 
were later picked up by a 
passing Swedish ship. 

The two missing Germans 
were aboard the rescue vessel 
Affried Knxpp, which had 
been helping to search for a 
Dutch sailor who fell ova:-.. 
board but- was- later rescued 
by helicopter. 

The Coast Guard spokes- 
man said a British ship, the 
Forthbank, which had also 


reported difficulties after its 
cargo shifted, had overcome 
its problems and was con- 
tinuing its voyage. 

Conditions off the Dutch 
coast had improved, but the 
wind was still strong and the 
sea still choppy, be added. 

Heavy weather had forced 
the Danish ferry Da?a 
- Anglia, <witb 639 passengers 
and 100 ere w ou board, to 
reduce speed to a minimum, 
a spokesman for DFDS Scan- 
dinavian Seaways said in 
Copenhagen Monday. 


Walesa wants Olechowski to keep Foreign Ministry 
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WARSAW (R) — Polish 
President Lech Walesa said 
Monday he wanted Foreign 
Minister Andrzej Olechows- 
ki, who resigned last week, to 
keep the poet until a pres- 
idential election later this 
year, the gmgemment’s press 
office said, r 

Mr. Walesa told Prime 
Minister Waldemar Pawlak 
at a routine' weekly meeting 


he also wanted a speedy 
nomination for his candidate 
for the long-vacant post of 
defence minister. 

“The president demanded 
the appointment of his candi- 
date for defence minister and 
that Minister Olechowski be 
kept in his post until the end 
of the presidential term,” the 
government said in a state- 
ment following the meeting. 

The presidential election is 


due in the third quarter of 
this year. 

The statement said Mr. 
Pawlak asked Mr. Walesa, 
fighting with the ruling left- 
wing about power-sharing, to 
find a compromise on key 
issues, such as the budget. 

“The prime minister put 
forward a proposal to list 
issues of key importance for 
society and the country which 


should not be an object of 
political fighting,” the state- 
ment said. 

But Mr. Walesa has ac- 
cused the left-wing coalition 
of trying to take away much 
of his powers, and said his 
demands on the Defence and 
Foreign Affairs ministries 
would have to be met first 
before he disc u ssed the ques- 
tion of compromise. 
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Missile disrupts Sarajevo truce 



U.N. special envoy for former Yugoslavia after the signing of a four-month cessation of 
Yasushi Akashi (left) and Bosnian Vice- hostilities with rebel Serb forces (AFP photo) 
President Ejup Game fright) talk in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
A missile slammed into a 
Sarajevo hotel Monday 
seriously violating an ambi- 
tions four-month ceasefire 
agreed by Bosnia's Muslims 
and Serbs Saturday. 

“It could have been fired 
by the Bosnian Serbs but we 
can't confirm it,” United Na- 
tions spokeswoman Captain 
Miriam Sushaki told repor- 
ters. 

The shoulder-launched 
missile hit the seventh floor 
of the Holiday Inn Hotel in 
central Sarajevo, Bosnian 
government liaison officer 
Edo Memic said. He said the 
missile was fired from the 
Serb-held Grbavica district of 
Sarajevo. 

Capt. Sushaki said there 
were no casualties.* 

The United Nations said 
the truce held elsewhere in 
Bosnia but the rivals still 
faced crucial tests and the 
difficult task of negotiating 
details to make it work. 

The United Nations hoped 
the accord would pave the 
way to an early resumption of 
peace talks on a negotiated 
settlement of the 33-month 
conflict. 

“Cessation of hostilities is 
not an end in itself. What it 
does is provide conditions on 
the ground so that a negoti- 
ated" and fair political settle- 
ment could be reached in 
Bosnia,” U.N. spokesman 
Alexander Ivanko told repor- 
ters Monday. 

The rivals now faced a dif- 
ficult task of negotiating mi- 
nute details of the agree- 
ment, including opening of 
roads and disengagement of 
forces along the 1,600 km 
(1,000 mile) long confronta- 
tion lines with interposition- 
ing of U.N. troops. 

Mr. Ivanko said there was 
no time to be lost. 

“Activating all necessary 
measures to facilitate the 
modalities for cessation of 
hostilities is especially impor- 
tant now with the peace 
momentum taking hold. 

“The further both parties 
will be down the road to 
peace the harder it will be for 
them to go back to war,” Mr. 
Ivanko said. 

But the accord was serious- 
ly breached by the missile 
attack. ~ 

The StfrbShave fired'SSVer- 
al missiles on government 
buildings over the past few 
months in Sarajevo in a cam- 
paign to intimidate the Bos- 


nian authorities. 

It was relatively quiet else- 
where in Bosnia Sunday and 
the United Nations reported 
Monday on 27 ceasefire 
violations for which it blamed 
both parties almost equally. 

Only four ceasefire viola- 
tions were reported in the 
northwest Bihac area, U.N. 
spokesman Colonel Gary Co- 
ward said, adding there was 
moderate fighting in Velika 
Kladusa. 

He said a Ukrainian anti- 
sniper armoured vehicle 
came under Bosnian Serb 
small arms fire along the 
notorious sniper alley in 
Sarajevo Sunday. There were 
no casualties or damage. 

For the Muslim-led gov- 
ernment, an important test of 
Serb goodwill would be the 
reopening of roads to civilian 
traffic into Sarajevo. 

Mr. Ivanko expected the 
roads, the so called blue 
routes, to be opened soon; 
“The blue routes will be 
opened within the next few 
days, possibly even today.” 

Under the accord, the 
Serbs have pledged to allow 
civilian vehicles into the city 
and free movement and 
security for the U.N. mission, 
demanding in return the 
Muslim-led government fulfil 
a promise to withdrew from a 
•demilitarised area on Mount 1 
Igman above the capital. 

United Nations special eft- 
voy Yasushi Akashi said he 
expected the waning parties 
to return to the negotiating 
table within weeks in talks 


organised by the five-nation 
contact group on Bosnia — 
the Unired States, Russia, 
Germany, France and Bri- 
tain. 

“It is my expectation that 
very soon, and before the end 
of the third week of January, 
negotiations aimed at politic- 
al settlements and a peace 
treaty will commence under 
the auspices of the contact 
group,” Mr. Akashi told re- 
porters. 

Sarajevo was quiet Sunday 
after the new ceasefire began 
at noon (1100 GMT) but 
there was sporadic fighting in 
the government-held Bihac 
enclave, a U.N. spokesman 
said. 

Rebel Serbs from Croatia, 
who have backed an assault 
on government troops in the 
Bihac pocket, are supposed 
to withdraw from the area 
under the accord. But the 
Croatian Serbs were not sig- 
natories to the ceasefire. 

U.N. spokesman Edward 
Joseph told Reuters by tele- 
phone from the Bihac en- 
clave that the area remained 
unstable Sunday. 

“At the western confronta- 
tion line with the Krajina 
Serbs (from Croatia) we reg- 
istered some explosions in 
the morning, some artfller. 
and anti-aircraft fire which 
continued sporadically into 
the afternoon,” Mr. Joseph 
said. 

Mr. Akashi said the new 
accord differed from recent 
ceasefires because it called 
for a separation of com- 


batants to be monitored by 
U.N. peacekeeping troops. 

The U.N. commander in 
Bosnia, Lieutenant-General 
Sir Michael Rose, expressed 
optimism after he chaired a 
meeting of Serb and Bosnian 
military officers to discuss 
carrying out the accord. 

“\Ve have a very promising 
start. We covered a lot of 
ground,” Gen. Rose said af- 
ter the meeting at Sarajevo's 
U.N.-operated airport. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali described the 
ambitious accord as “a 
wonderful New Year’s gift" 
for the people of Bosnia and 
called for a resumption of 
peace talks. 

A leading U.S. politician 
said that if the ceasefire fails 
his opposition Republican 
Party stood ready to push for 
the lifting of the international 
arms embargo against the 
Muslim-led government. 

Incoming U.S. Senate 
Majority leader Bob Dole 
said Sunday in a television 
interview arms should be 
allowed to flow ffeeiv to the 
Muslim-led army “whenever 
the ceasefire ends.” 

Gen. Rose was Monday 
expected to travel to the 
• -iern city of Mostar on a 
mission to . secure Bosnian 
Croat backing for a four- 
month nationwide truce. 

He said Gen. Rose would 
meet Kresimir Zubak, a 
senior Croat leader and the 
president of a fledgeling fed- 
eration between Bosnia’s 
Muslims and Croats. 
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Time for shale oil 

\ 

THE BEGINNING of the new year is a good 
occasion to tap additional ‘avenues for the 
country by generating new economic oppor- 
tunities. What comes to mind in this context 
is the still unexplored use of shale oil in 
generating energy due to the uneconomical 
cost of its production. This state of affair s 
has rendered the production of fuel from 
shale oil deposits in the country on viable 
I even though the o3 deposits are huge and 
promise bundles of new revenues for Jordan. 
Recently two oil companies in Alberta, Cana- 
da, have found new ways for extracting ofl 
from sand or tar oil deposits that made 
production not only feasible but even profit- 
able. This could be interesting news for the 
Kingdom which has not found ways and 
□Seans to commercialise shale oil use. 

The novel ways developed by two large 
Canadian oil companies operating in the Fort ! 
McMurray area in northern Alberta do not 1 
depend on new technologies as such. Rather 
they rely on more efficient procedures for 
mining that in their cumulative results re- 
duce cost of production to a mere $12 per 
barrel. Against the backdrop of nearly $18 
per barrel market price, the new cost has 
indeed rendered the production of fuel from 
shale oil profitable ?ud economical. The 
Canadian experiment promises also to lower 
the price of production to even less than $10 
per barrel within three years. But the most 
promising aspect about the new production 
technique is the availability of the technology 
which can be transferred worldwide at a 
minimum price. Thanks to this new extrac- 
tion procedure, Alberta now produces more 
than one quarter of its annual energy needs 
from shale oil instead of relying on a more 
conventional source of fuel. 

We believe that Jordan can duplicate the 
Ca n ad i a n success story since we happen to 
have huge deposits of shale oil that have not 
been explored due to the assumption that 
their exploration would not be feasible. 
Jordan’s economic fortunes stand of course 
to expand to new horizons should we embark 
on developing those deposits. To this end, we 
suggest that Jordanian experts be dispatched 
to Canada to examine the new production 
technique. Both the Canadian embassy in 
Amman as well as our own embassy in 
Ottawa could lend valuable support to this 
venture. Given the steady constraints on our 
national economy, the sooner we succeed in 
exploring new avenues for increasing nation- 
al revenues the better it would be for the 
scusfry and Its people as a whole. 


ir IS rather disappointing to see the Arab League secretary 
general Monday starting a tour of only three Arab states in 
rhe Gulf and claiming that be was planning to prepare the 
ground for reconciliation among Arab states, said Ai 
Dustour daily Monday. Esmat Abdul Meguid is scheduled 
to visit Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates only and does not plan to make other visits to the 
rest of the Arab states, which the Gulf countries consider 
their enemies, said the paper. This is no way for ending 
divisions among Arab countries and no way of reestab- 
lishing solidarity among Arab states to face the corning 
stagsTwhich would usher in new challenges at the domestic 
and the external fronts, added the daily. We axe deeply 
sorry and astonished to hear Mr. Abdul Meguid announces 
that his visit will be confined to the three Gulf states when 
he claims that be seeks to reestablish solidarity, which 
cmiais visits to most Arab countries and hearing their views 
concerning inter-Arab affairs, said the daily. The paper 
said chat it is hoped the Arab League secretary general 
would not confine his mission to a selected number of Arab 
slates and would lake the initiative and work towards 
ending divisions in the Arab World. 

1995 IS the year of exposing the real intentions of the 
Israeli government which started the new year with plans 
for expanding Jewish settlements and building new ones on 
Arab land, said Mahmoud Rimawi, a writer in Al Ra’i 
daily. 1995 should expose Israel’s real intentions towards 
releasing the Arab detainees, holding elections in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip, declaring plans for withdrawal 
from the occupied territories and starting plans for with- 
drawal from the occupied Syrian Heights, said the daily. 
The writer said that while the Israeli authorities are 
showing very adamant stands concerning the Jewish 
settlements, they are still holding on to tbeir positions 
concerning the withdrawal from die Syrian territories with 
no sign of an easing of the situation or flexibility that could 
pave the ground for genuine peace. The writer expressed 
the view that an Arab summit meeting to discuss the 
question of peace with Israel has become necessary and 
that Israel should be made to succumb to the requirements 
of the United Nations resolutions before any normalisation 
of Arab- Israeli relations can take place. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


lly Rami G. Khoari 


The truth of power and possession in Palestine 


THE SUDDEN confrontation between the Israeli g o v e rn - 
meat and the Palestine National Authority (FNA) over the 
construction of new homes at the Israeli settlement at 
Ephrata, south of Bethlehem, may be the catalyst required 
to bring us to the historical hour of reckoning that we have 
long anticipated but always feared. The issue may reveal if 
Israelis and Palestinians will be able to live together in 
justice and peace, but it may also show if the Palestinian 
people have any h a rg ri nrng power whatsoever with the 


The settlement controversy may either posh the peace 
negotiations forward to success, or see them self-destruct 
on the shoals of then own imagined, but false, successes. It 
is hard to see the issue being resolved with yet another of 
the magic minors compromises that have characterised the 
peace talks to date, for several important reasons: the 
crwfibiiity of Yasser Arafat and the FNA is too thin today 
to withstand yet more humiliating concessions to Israel, 
and the nature of this dispute — land — goes right to the 
heart of the whole, century-long nationalistic confrontation 
in Palestine. 

The PNA, uncharacteristically, has reacted forcefully to 
the settlement issue, threatening to allow the peace process 
to eoUapse if the disputed settlement is built. This is not 
surprising, gi v en the nearly de sp er a te posture of Yasser 
Arafat ana the PNA. They have suffered the triple 
humiliation of being treated in a co n sis tent ly condescend- 
ing Planner by Israel and Western donors, of being 
challen ge d at home by Hamas and others, mid of being 
ignored, if not virtually abandoned, by the majority or 
Arab governments. 

All of this has happened because Mr. Arafat and the 
FNA have implemented the promise of the Oslo peace 
accord with a level of political and economic inco mp etence 
that has been as flagrant as it has been di sap p oin ting (it was 
irresponsible of Mr. Arafat to try to play off Jordan and 
Egypt as two fair-weather friends, ana it was a very bad 
sign for Mr. Arafat to make his first priority in Palestine the 
establishment of five or six different internal s ec uri t y 
agencies); the Israelis, for their part, have implemented the 


peace accord with a level of arrogance and racism that has 
sapped the FNA of much of its initial credibility. 

in the year and a half period from. September 1993 to 
January 199S, the easy, symbct&c things tape been done. 
They have been shown to be purely symbolic, though, with 
tittle or no impact on the real quality of fife of most 
Palestinians. Consequently the majority of Palestinians 
today are sceptical about the peace process (ana the 
majority of caber Arabs are probably equaHy sce ptical 
about the prosp ects of peace and normalisation with 
Israel). 

The single most damisaat of the contemporary 

pe ace process, from Madrid until now, is the affirmation 
and ngtitati ona H artiop of Israeli principles and goals, while 
the attainment of Arab rights appears to be a subshfiaxy 
endeavour, often brutally coodcoonal upon our official 
Arab acceptance and ratification of the dict at e s of Israeli 
mythology, theology and psychology. 

Now, tire time for symbols is over. The time has come to 
get (town and resolve the hard, bask: facts of tire confronta- 
tion between two nationalisms in Palestine: Whose land b 

this? Who can exercise sovereignty in Jerusalem? What are 
the i tfftwwd. mutually satisfying relationships 

among Jews, O wvm” and Muslims in Palestine and toe 
wider Middle East? What is the fate of Palestinians who left 
Palestine in 1948? 

The Oslo accord left these issues to a later stage, to be 
negotiated starting in 1996. But tins week’s settlement 
controversy has shown that the core issues in this historic 
conflict cannot be left unresolved any longer. As the daily 
fife conditions of millions of Palestinians worsen in 
Palestine and elsewhere in the region, and as a deadly 
combination of frustration, humiliation, anger and despair 
gnaws at Palestinians and other Arabs because of their 
self-perceived state of weakness, the delay in addressing 
the core issue of who owns flic land of Palestine now works 
a gainst the pro spects of implementing the Oslo peace 
accord in a manner that would satisfy both sides. 

There is a huge risk in addressing today the final status 
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Israel’s choice: Palestinian 
statehood or chaos 


By John Whhheck 

THE VIOLENCE in Israel 
and Palestine this autumn 
and the dramatic and 
dangerous discrediting of 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) in he eyes of many 
Palestinians have not occur- 
red in a vacuum. The glacial 
pace of financial assistance 
and economic progress is 
not the only — and perhaps 
not even the principal — 
cause of Palestinian disillu- 
sion and despair. 

Those who were sceptical 
of or frankly opposed to the 
Declaration of Principles 
waited about a year to see 
whether Israel really had 
undergone a moral, spir- 
itual and psychological 
transformation towards rec- 
ognising Palestinians as hu- 
man beings entitled to basic 
human rights or whether 
such a transformation might 
occur as momentum to- 
wards peace developed. 
They have seen nothing to 
suggest that their worst 
fears were not fully justi- 
fied. 

Israeli statements and 
acts since the sunny cere- 
mony on the White House 
lawn in September 1993 
could lead even the most 
hopeful and optimistic of 
Palestinians to conclude 
that this “peace process” 
really is a trick and a trap, 
that Israel has no intention 
of agreeing to even their 
minimum demands (an in- 
dependent Palestinian stare 
in the Palestinian lands 
occupied in 1967 with some 
share of sovereignty over 
Jerusalem) and that Israel 
seeks simply to achieve 
separate peace deals with 
its other Arab neighbours, 
thereby acquiring a free 
hand to complete the trans- 
formation of Palestine into 
Israel, the definitive des- 
truction of Palestinian 
dreams for some measure 
of justice and the “ethnic 
cleansing” of the Palesti- 
nian people. U.S. President 
Bill Clinton’s recent speech 
in the Knesset, in which he 
pledged heart-felt, uncon- 
ditional and religiously re- 
quired allegiance to a fore- 


ign country without once 
mentioning the word 
“Palestinian,” cannot have 
helped. 

If one accepts the grim 
view of Israeli intentions 
and American irrelevance 
— and it is certainly not 
irrational to do so — then it 
is not irrational to ride a 
suicide bicycle into an 
Israeli military checkpoint. 
Even an atheist could con- 
clude that such acts, desper- 
ate but unquestionably 
courageous, offer the best 
hope of giving dignity and 
meaning to a life which 
otherwise offers neither 
dignity nor meaning nor 
hope. 

The threatened demise of 
the “peace process” is par- 
ticularly tragic since it could 
be averted if the Israeli 
government would only 
state dearly what it surely 
must know to be true and 
what even the Israeli 
opposition has said out 
loud: that the Declaration 
of Principles makes a 
Palestinian state inevitable. 
Realistically, what options 
will Israel' have when it 
eventually sits down wife 
the Palestinians to negoti- 
ate a permanent settle- 
ment? Most broadly, there 
might seem to be three — 
making the status quo 
permanent, asserting (for 
the first time) Israeli 
sovereignty over the occu- 
pied territories beyond ex- 
panded East Jerusalem or 
accepting Palestinian 
sovereignty over the 
Palestinian lands occupied 
in 1967 (with some agreed 
formula for sharing Jeru- 
salem). 

■ The status quo is “bel- 
ligerent occupation.” a sta- 
tus which, as a matter of 
international law, is in- 
herently temporary but 
which can be maintained 
indefinitely as iong as the 
military force and political 
will to maintain it exist. 
However, it is logically and 
legally inconceivable that 
such an inherently tempor- 
ary status could be made 
“permanent.” The stotus of 
“perpetual belligerent 
occupation” does not exist. 
A major virtue of the Dec- 
laration of Prindples is to 


require the negotiation of tions 

some permanent status issue 

solution within an agreed fuge< 

time-frame. bonk 

If Israel asserted tions 

sovereignty over the occu- gin as 

pied territories, it could not 1 

either provide or deny the (presi 

full rights of Israeli that i 

citizenship to those who live We” i 

there. If it took the former and i 

course, Israel would be re- least 

nouncing Zionism and deadl 

negating its raison d'etre. sioo. 

If, however, it took the timet 

latter course, leaving the on t 

disenfranchised indigenous favou 

people to rot in “auton- It 1 

omous areas,” “reserva- short- 

tions” or “black spots.” do so 

without even the option of peace 

“independent homelands,” tiatinj 

it would be creating a syv the is 
tem and a state more matel 

heinous and blatantly racist state 

than South Africa at the recog 

height of apartheid. soveri 

Since the Palestinian peo- 
pie oouki never accept such mank 

an outcome (even if some tionsfc 

future Palestinian “lead- Israel 

ership” might be induced to as to 

sign a document), it would b?th 

have to be imposed by Wans 

force. No country other Israel 

than the U.S. could pass- 
iWy support such a neo- 1 

'apartheid solution. Far p® 1 ? * 

from achieving acceptance * W 
in its region, Israel would acoep 

replace the old South Afri- 
ca as the world's ultimate cnce< 

pariah state. Is this fisally an * s un 

option which Israelis would other 

wish to implement or even Ad 

to contemplate? other 

ninn 5 

The only viable option M ** 

and vi 

Logically, only one viable viousl 

option remains — accepting expkx 

Palestinian sovereignty in 1999 i 

the Palestinian lands occu- make 

pied in 1967 subject to an proce: 

agreed formula for an tinatk 

equitable sharing of a physi- are It 

cally undivided Jerusalem. honor 

It is high time for Israeli — — 

leaders to stop pretending John 
that the earth is flat and to inter? 

actually lead by telling their Paris, 

people dearly and honestly One 

that Palestinian statehood is frame 

essential ifa lasting peace in the si 

the Middle East is ever to conib 

be achieved and is thus fun- and j 
damen rally in the interests Cairo 

of Israel and Israelis. This 

The Declaration of Prin- from 
qpks. states; .that — r~Tfij jjfirljiigf 


tions on permanent status 
issue such as Jerusalem, re- 
fugees, settlements and 
borders (that is, negotia- 
tions about peace) “will be- 
gin as soon as possible” but 
not later than May 15196 
(presumably on the grounds 
that it would be ’impossi- 
ble” to begin them sooner) 
and wiD then drag out at 
least until the May 1999 
deadline for tbeir conclu- 
sion, while Israel uses this 
time to create further “facts 
on the ground” in its 
favour. 

It would be profoundly 
short-sighted for Israel to 
do so. If Israel truly seeks 
peace, it should start nego- 
tiating “as soon as possible” 
the issue which it must ulti- 
mately confront — how the 
state of Palestine (already 
recognised by 124 other 
soveriegn states encompas- 
sing the vast majority of 
mankind) and its rela- 
tionship with the state of 
Israel can be structured so 
as to serve foe interests of 
both Israelis and Palesti- 
nians and so as to enhance 
Israeli security and the 
quality of Israeli fives, so 
mat a majority of Israeli 
can at last recognise that it 
is in their own interest to 
accept Palestine’s right to 
exist in peaceful coexist- 
ence alongside Israel. Peace 
is unimaginable on any 
other basis. 

Actually, there is one 
other alternative to Palesti- 
nian statehood — chaos and 
an explosion of frustration 
and violence on a scale pre- 
viously unimagined. This 
explosion will not wait until 
1999 if Israel does not soon 
make dear that the “peace 
process” is leaefing to a des- 
tination which Palestinians' 
are likely to prefer to an 
honourable martyrdom. 

John V. Whhbeck is an 
international lawyer in 
Paris. His "Two States, 
One Holy Land” 
fra mew or k for peace was 
the subject of a three-day 
conference of 24 Israels 
and Palestinians held in 
Cairo in November 1993 
This article is reprinted 
from Middle East uttema- 


issues such as land- and water, die Israeli settlements, 
Iw walwn ami f ji g tfatw and rights of refugees. Bat there is 
probably a greater risk in leaving the se issues unresolved, 
because the existing status rao merely reinforces Palesti- 
nian, sentiments of vulnerability and Israeli sentiments of 
superiority that both weak together to kill the prospects of 
peace as they are envisaged under the Oslo accord. 

It is important to make one more deersve effo rt to 
implement the Oslo accord in a manner that achieves 
justice mad peace for both, aides, and not only for the 
braefis. If tbe Qslo plan proves to be nothing more than a 
flowed and cruel drea m , then the honourable thing to do for 
the Palestiman leadezship would be to declare it a failure 
and to call for a meeting of.thc Palestine National Council 
to accept die rerignatiomaf Tamer Arafat, to elect a new 
kadcasiq) and to decide future', strategy. 

This would also have political rep er cussions in other 
Arab lands, indiKfing Egypt and Jordan, where peace 
treaties have been signed with Israel but the struggle over 
normalisation «»m aitm ongoing. & would be very awkward 
for Egypt Jordan to attempt farther nonnansatipa in a 

context of coBapshm negotiations between Palestinians ami 
Israelis and of continuing Israeli colonisation of Palestinian 


The resolution of the Ephrata settlement dispute will 
help determine winch scenario occurs — further hnpfe- 
mentation of the Oslo accord, or its collapse. We should 
not fear tins moment. The truth about the realities of 
power and possession of land in Palestine must be known. 
If the Ephrata settlement dispute shows that Israelis value 
the landof Palestine more titan they value coe xist e n ce with 
the Palestinians, die Palestinian peoplein tom win have to 
decide their a p prop ri ate political response. 

Patience, trust and hope have woo the day among 
Palestinians until now, rat they cannot prevail for very 
much longer in the face of a bitter reality composed of 
Israeli bulldozers, Arab silence and international acquiesc- 
ence in equally brutal rational disasters in Bosnia and 
Checbenya. 


LETTERS 


It is difficult 
to be apolitical 

To the Editor. 


PASCAL KARMY’S article “Palestinian Refugees — 

Who’s to blame?” (Jordan Tunes, Dec. 18) ventured to 
comment on Ezskme Outer’s work in the 1960s and on 
David Hirst's “The Gun and the Olive Brandi” work in the 
1970s. I can say that David Hirst personalty collected 
background source material from the archives of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) research centre in 
Beirut, die centre! wiflreferto.later on. These two, works, 
(Snider's and Hirst’s were trufepainstokiagty; trying to right 
a wrong or a series ofwroDgBtaa situation in which they 
had no personal involvement. 

However, in the case of Palestinian scholar Walk! 
Khalidi, examining die opened archives of Arab govern- 
ment, conte mp orary Arabic newspapers and the radio 
mo n ito rin g reports of both the BBC and CIA, the same 
material being deposited and open to all readers at all 
levels at the PLO research centre in Beirut; examining 
archives and records duplicated in Walid KhafidFs non- 
profit organisation known as the' Institute of Palestine 
Studies, rebutting and refuting arguments since the late 
1950s or 1959 to quote your article, has not made its impact 
on the political fife of the Palestinians. We have gone from 
“bad to worse” to quote Dr. Walid Khalidi in a recent 
speech delivered to an Arab dub fix Athens, and televised 
mis year on Jordan TV. The subject was the pros and cons 
of the Oslo agreement. 

What matters now is the Oslo agreement; and the 
primary sources, FIX) and PLO related officials, who will 
implement it, along with whatever bearing the other 
a gr e em e n ts between Israel and its neighbours might have, 
especially the neighbours hosting refugee camps. It does 
not matter what the scholars think now or 10 years from 
now. Id general, the Palestinian intellectuals have never 
assumed a dose relationship to the Palestinian people, 
acting as backseat drivers. 

Dr. KbalidPs scholastic achievements are mainly in the i 
nature of compiling, and reprinting documents, archive 1 
material and photographs through a non-profit organisar 
tion. He might have tried to contribute more analysis by | 

Soseftothe Pak^^Tcumps to undM^^th^tfe of a 
refugee, the refugee who could not afford to buy bis 
publications, at organisational prices, had not they been 
available through PLO facilities. 

I had the privilege of beingrelated to a one-time primary 
source. My fathoCthe late Hussein Fakbri Al Khalidi who 
was secretory of the Arab Higher Committee in 1948. He 
was the first official on the scene of Dear Yassin massacre. 

He wrote many memoranda and reports, gave press 
releases, memoirs and Is weU-arcbived in Palestinian 
history both under the mandate and later. He remained a 
public figure and an eider staleman, who was dedicated to 
the cause and the land. He remained at home in Jerusalem 
and Jericho until passing away in 1962. I wonder if Dr. 

WaKd Khafefi through his painstating research, had come 
serosa his name. I wcaild have been happy to be informed- 

Smce then (after 1962) my family ana I have chosen our 
own “modus vivendL”From where I sat, I was m a position 
to collect and read Palestinian achi ev ements in au fields. 

We c o l l e cte d all pertinent material, and made ft available 
to all interested parties at the PLO research centre in 
Beirut. I can safely assume that die Palestinian intellectual 
univ e rsi ty pro fe ssor is bound by force of habit to lecture 
sad instruct- It is tire Palestinian intellectual who ventured 
into civfl service, humanitarian or camp-relief work who 
deserves the credit Whatever achievements they left 
unpublished remained in the burnt out office building 
which they called home and from which they constantly 
relocated. We can probably see these achievements surfac- 
ing, in Israefi ana other people's archives. 

May be the next generation of Palestinians, “the large 
kindergarten” asShunon Peres put it in fas Nobel Prize 
Award speeds litis past month, should attend schools, 
should take in foe advice ami lectures and instructions, and 
then choose to reverse their course. To me it is difficult to 
remain carelessly apolitical, when everyone authorised or 
sot, co mm e n ts on ray past, ray future, and that of my 
children and graadchfldren's location- and relocation. _ 

Lefia Kha&dv 

Amman. 


The Jordan Times welcomes fetters and contributions from 
its readers on any subject (hey wish to tackle. . Letters 
intended for pub l ication, however, should contain the 
writer's fuS name and preferably address as well. Names 
can be withheld only upon request and under special 
circumstances. Letters are subject to editing. Tbe newspap- 
er is not responsible for the return of tmused manosoapts. 
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A law unto themselves 


Russia’s Chechen problems are not 
unique. At times, all states must en- 
force order, says Vincent Cable 
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THE SIGHT of tanks roil- 
ing into the rebellious 
-Caucasian republic of 
Cbechenya in the past week 
has caused many in the 
West finally to give up on 
the new Russia, seeing in 
these events a bullying su- 
perpower heralding the end 
of democracy. But such 
emotional reflexes do not 
do justice to an issue of 
fundamental importance: 
the role of order in societies 
making the transformation 
towards liberal capitalism. 
President Boris Yeltsin ex- 
pressed the problem in his 
televised speech to the na- 
tion on Tuesday Dec. 28: 
“The longer the situation in 
the Chechen republic goes 
on, the greater the destruc- 
tive effect on Russia’s sta- 
bility. I want to assure all 
Russian people... law and 
order will be restored in 
Chechenya.” 

Russian liberal reformers 
are divided; one group, led 
by Yegor Gaidar, forming a 
bizarre alliance with the 
communist against Presi- 
dent Yeltsin; another, in: 
eluding Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev, defending 
him and the need to use 
force. But leaving aside 
personalities, and die tac- 
tical merits of armed in- 
W j BH fen, a broad issue of 
priaattfe-'is also at stake: 
the need for all societies, 
including those aspiring to 
liberal values, to be able to 
impose the rule of law. 

What is emerging from 
the ideological debris of the 
cold war in many countries 
is the outline of a system of 
governance which can best 
be described as anarcho- 
capitalism. Societies are 
emerging — not just in Rus- 
sia and the former Eastern 
bloc, but also in China and 
some potentially powerful 
countries such as India and 
Indonesia — which are 
highly entrepreneurial 
economically dynamic 
but where the “rule of law” 
is precarious and large-scale 
disorder is not far below the 
surface. While there are 
some big and important dif- 
ferences in these countries’ 
political models — from 
democratic India to author- 
itarian China — there is a 
shared dilemma: how to 
dismantle overcentralised, 
inefficient, state-dominated 
systems in the name of 
liberalisation, without 
simultaneously opening the 
door to widespread lawless- 


ness secession and frag- 
mentation; how to create 
greater economic and poli- 
tical freedom without 

allowing the authority of. 
the state to collapse. 

This is a dilemma which 
the West faffs to under- 
stand, indulging, with some 
naivety, in the belief that 
"good governance” is a 
cocktail of market reform 
and democratic elections. 
The role of law and order in 
this process is left studious- 
ly vague (except where 
foreign investors need law 
and law enforcement). 

Part of the problem is 
that the West has inherited 
a system of niles-based 
capitalism resting on the 
rule of law (with a few 
partial exceptions, such as 
Italy). Those few non- 
Western countries — all in 
East Asia — that have been 
highly successful economi- 
cally have all placed a high 
premium on order. It was 
achieved in Japan with the 
help of a strong sense of 
social cohesion, in Taiwan 
and Korea with ruthless 
state power, at least initial- 
ly, and in Hong Kong 
through colonial govern- 
ment. All of this has been 
rationalised in terms of 
something called Con- 
fucianism, which is in fact a 
rather fancy way of encom- 
passing several different 
systems which had in com- 
mon a strong emphasis on 
social discipline and order. 
The point is that without 
order and stability, sus- 
tained development was not 
possible. 

In anarcho-capitalist 
states, these conditions do 
not yet hold and are having 
to be created. In the par- 
ticular case of countries 
where law and order were 
equated with failed com- 
munism, such as Russia, the 
concept of the rule of law is 
having to be reinvented, 
and in a hurry. 

This presents two serious 
problems: bow to create 
systems of commercial 
practice which inspire trust 
and enable capitalism to 
work and how to create 
efficient and stable forms of 
devolution which allow for 
local decision-making. 

As to the first. Wester- 
ners are largely able to take 
for granted that their food 
and drink are not adulter- 
ated, that contracts and 
proof of ownership win be 
respected, that fraud is un- 



typical, that judges, police 
and fire services do not 
have to be given bribes to 
perform their jobs, and that 
banks and insurance com- 
panies are no longer run, as 
in Dickens’ time, like Mr. 
Montagu Tigg’s Anglo- 
Benglace Company. There 
are, of course, many 
abuses, but institutions ex- 
ist to provide regulation 
and remedies. 

Under anarcho- 
capitaJism, these things can- 
not be assumed. Legal prin- 
ciples ace ill-defined,. public 
institutions are weak and 
enforcement is capricious. 
A certain amount of anar- 
chy may not matter. Some 
big Asian countries such as 
China, Indonesia, Thailand 
and India are achieving 
considerable economic suc- 
cess under these conditions. 
The lesson which has to be 
drawn, and is reflected in 
the advice of Western in- 
stitutions, is that priority 
should be given to financial 
stability and to the freeing 


Oblivion for 
communist relics 


By Sandra Lacot 

Agence France Pressc 

VIENNA — T he gi gantic 
statues of communist tunes 
in Eastern Europe have 
been relegated to museums, 
hidden away in deep cel- 
lars, or sold to collectors in 
the five years since the Iron 
Curtain tumbled down. 

Dozens of busts of Lenin 
and S talin in Poland have 
been exiled with those of 
Marx and Engels to a for- 
mer country bouse at Koz- 
lowka in the east of the 
country — a veritable 
museum of “true social- 
ism.” 

There are monumental 
statues of anonymous work- 
ers, portraits of communist 
leaders surrounded by chil- 
dren, and anti-capitalist 
propaganda illustrations 
showing Westerners as 
satyrs. 

One statue, however, is 
missing from the line-up: 
that of Felix Dzerzhinsky, 
founder of the Cheka, the 
political police which even- 
tually became the KGB. 
The statue stood for 40 
years in central Warsaw, 
until Nov. 17, 1989, when it 
was smashed to bits to the 
applause of onlookers, who 
carried fragments home 
with them as souvenirs of 
tiie fall of communism. 

Meanwhile, in the 
Hungarian capital 
Budapest, there is an open- 
air museum for SO statues in 
a suburban park. 

Residents in the district 
have complained so much 
about tiie sight of those 
iMHcfioM of communism that 
base had trees 
park fenc- 


ing to Mock them out of 
view. 

And Prague’s “pink 
tank,” first parked in the 
city centre after 1945 in 
homage to the Red Army’s 
liberation of Czechoslova- 
kia from the Naas, has 
finally been taken away to 
an army museum after 
being repainted in its ori- 
ginal regulation khaki.. 

When Soviet 'troops re- 
turned in 1968 to cram the 
Prague Spring movement, 
the tank became a symbol 
of that repress i on. A stu- 
dent first painted the tank 
pink in 1991. Later the 
same year, some members 
of parliament did the same, 
applauded by the crowds 
who drowned out protests 
by some apologists of the 
old regime. 

Most Czech towns have 
now discreetly stashed their 
communist rules in cellars 
and brought out statues of 
the president of the first 
Czechoslovak republic, 
which lasted from 1918 to 
1938, Tomas Masaryk. 

He has become a cult 
figure in the past few years, 
largely under the influence* 
of the Czech Republic’s dis- 
sident playwright turned 
President Vaclav Havel. 

At Karlovy Vary, a 
Bohemian resort much 
appreciated by Soviet digni- 
taries, a statue of the cos- 
monaut Yuri Gagarin, the 
fine man in space, has been 
moved from the town cen- 
tre to the airport. 

In Romania, in the 
general hysteria which 
swept through the popula- 
tion when Nicolae Ceauce s- 
cu and his wife Elena tried 
to flee and were e xceeded 
on Christmas day 1989, 
most of the printed 
speeches of the dictator 


were burned. An immense 
statue of Lenin in central 
Bucharest was dismantled 
in 1990. What happened to 
tiie many basts and por- 
traits of Ceaucescu remains 
a big secret. 

One fashionable res- 
tanrant, keen to attract 
tourists and little concerned 
about ideological over- 
tones, has relics of Lenin 
and the “little Stalin of the 
Carpathians” — as 
Ceaucescu is known — 
keeping watch over diners. 

A new vodka has justed 
a p pe are d on the market, 
named after Ceaucescu and 
sold in bottles looking like 

Him . 

For their part, Bulgarians 
have bad trouble trying to 
disman tle their communist 
monuments, because of 
technical problems. 

There have bear several 
unsuccessful attempts in the 
capital Sofia on the 
mausoleum of communist 
leader Georgy Dimitrov, 
erected in 1949 on a central 
square. Plans to torn it into 
a cafe, or more fittingly, a 
pantheon, have oome to no- 
thing. It is still in place, 
covered with anti- 
communist gr affiti. 

Throughout Eastern 
Europe, another way to dis- 
pose of the unwanted 
memorials has been to sell 
them to Western collectors, 
and sometimes to locals 
who hanker after the old 
days. 

when hun d reds of per- 
sonal possessions of Hun- 
gary’s former number one, 
Janos Kadar, were au- 
ctioned in Budapest last 
year, one Western buyer 
paid $130,000 for a watch 
bearing the likeness of his 
then Soviet counterpart, 
Leonid Brezhnev. 


of markets (which has tiie 
beneficial by-product of re- 
ducing the artificial scarci- 
ties which fuel corruption). 

Yet a narrow economic 
agenda fails to capture the 
depth of the problem, espe- 
cially in post-communist 
societies. Adam Smith, who 
was always sceptical about 
governments having more 
than a minimalist role, 
nonetheless made major ex- 
ceptions of "peace” and 
“the tolerable administra- 
tion of justice.” Without 
these,; there is no persotsaT 
security ' and no sense of 
fairness. It is possible for 
the state to be too weak, as 
well as too strong. 

Such weakness can be 
seriously debilitating. In the 
extreme case of Russia, 
organised crime is all- 
pervasive. And many peo- 
ple’s first experience of 
financial investment has 
been through scams like the 
collapsing pyramid selling 
company MMM. In India, 


where there is a much more 
long-standing sense of the 
rule of law and a vigorous 
democracy, a point has 
nonetheless been reached 
where some state (provin- 
cial) governments have 
been subverted by orga- 
nised crime, and there is 
widespread cynicism about 
the deny of insti t u ti o ns. In 
China the emergence of a 
more liberal economic reg- 
ime has been associated 
with widespread lawless- 
ness, corruption and fraud 
(problems that -are -more.- 
pervasive than jyJjlje al dim- \ 
deuce). The Chinese have 
tried to reestablish order by 
exemplary punishments, in- 
cluding public executions 
(in much the same way as 
occurred in similar cir- 
cumstances in the late 18th 
and early 19th-century Bri- 
tain). Indeed the appeal of 
the Chinese authoritarian ■ 
“model,” not least in Rus- 
sia, rests an the ability of 
the authorities in what is 
now a capitalist society, to 


combine growth with at } 
least a mtnimnm of order. ’ . 

This is the broad context 
within which events in Rus- 
sia have to be seen. In 
particular, liberal reformers 
have to meet the challenge 
of lawlessness posed by 
autonomous local baronies, 
of which Chechenya’s is 
simply the most flagrant. 
Otherwise, economic and 
political liberalisation will 
be seen as contributing 
father to the unravellmg of 
Russia’s renaming central . 
authority. ? 

Devolution has to be 
managed without frag- 
mentation and separatism. 
The problem is not unique 
to Russia. Each of the big, 
heterogeneous countries 
now in the process of liber- 
alisation and transformar • 
tion — notably Russia, Chi- 
na, India and Indonesia — 
faces numerous local de- 
ni a n d s for “self- 
determination," including 
outright independence. 


In India such challenges 
have been met fry allowing . 
devolution w ithin a federal 
structure but without con- 
ceding independence. 
While political subtlety mid 
democratic processes have 
played their part, force has 
also part of the equation. 

The Punjab, for example, 
has returned to near-- 
normality thanks to a com- 
bination of tough counter- 
insurgency measures allied 
to political - compromise. 
; £nd after jaTL^ tfrq .vjorJsTs., 
'most successful liberal 
democracy, tiie U.S., had 
to snppressthe secession of 
its of ns Southern states in a 
particularly brutal civil war. 
It is difficult to see why 
greater pacifism should be 
demanded of those who 
rule the new Russia (or for 
that matter China and other 
states fending off incipient 
anarchy). 

These events pose a chal- 
lenge of undexstanefing to 
the West (ihejuding an. 


undertaking of its own his- 
tory). Many countries, 
especially former commun- 
ist countries, are redefining 
the role of tiie state to 
establish more liberal sys- 
tems of governance. What 
they have created, at least 
transitionally, is a sort of 
anarcho-capitalism which is 
dynamic and unstable. 

. Managing this instahih' ry — 

creating order and tiie rule 
of law — is, not surpriang- 
. ly, extremely difficult. It 
. may weff-tequire the judi- 
-xkrafc nse 'df fcrrce. FOr'the 
•- - West to acti or speak, as if 
such action heralded a re- 
turn to tiie methods of tiie 
Soviet Union' would be 
dangerously wrong-headed. 


The writer is head of the 
International Economics 
Programme at the -Royal 
Institute of International 
Affairs. Has article is re- 
printed from The Indepen- 
dent 


Syria: changing with the times 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Special to the Jordan Times 

DAMASCUS — On a road 
outside Damascus, away 
from the bustimg streets 
and the smoggy skies of 
Syria’s capital, hes the sec- 
ret to the country’s future. 
Factory after factory line 
the gravel roads leading to 
the northern crities of ADe- 
po and Homs. The econo- 
mic benefits of the yet-to-be 
concluded peace between' 
Syria and Israel are already 
m the making . 

In the aftermath of the 
1991 allied war against Iraq, 
Syria began to pave the way 
for as economic recovery 
after decades of “malaise”. 
Syria was one of more than 
half a dozen Arab countries 
to join the 33 . nation 
affiance against Iraq. In re- 
turn Syria earned the grati- 
tude mid economic support 
of the Gulf states, especial- 
ly Kuwait and Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

In the interlude betwe en 
the war’s end in March and 
the beginning of the Madrid 
peace talks m October the 
government of President 
Hafez A1 Assad introduced 
tiie now famous Law 10. 

The law s designed to 
allow for the import of a 
wide variety of goods as 
well as for fadfitated ex- 
ports and manufacturing, 
all of which had been pre- 
viously forbidden. A special 
tax incentive makes imports 
and exports, which circulate 
under the auspices of Law 
10, exempt from taxes and 
tariffs for five to seven 
years. 

White prior to Law 10 the 
government used to publish 
fists of products that tiie 
private sector was “allowed 
to produce” it now pub- 
lishes a list of what only the 
"government can pro- 
duce”. Today tiie list of 
“government produced 
products” includes no more 


than 20 items-one of which 
is toothpaste. 

Law 10 paved way for 
return of nearly $4 bflbon of 
an estimated $60 bflbon in 
expatriate holdings. Amir 
Sankar, a prominent 
Damascene businessman 
' and member of the board of 
management for industrial 
affal ^ of the Omar Sank- 
aras Sons Co., is <me Syrian 
whose family has invested 
$10 mffEcin in the Syrian 
economy since the intro- 
duction of Law 10. 

As Mercedes Benz deal- 
ers and owners of tomato 
paste and jam factories, the 
Sankar’s are one of dozens 
of Syrian family conglomer- 
ates to have pooled their 
wealth to enable business 
ventures to grow and pros- 
per. 

While Dr. Sankar refuses 
to talk numbers, be says 

that the fonwlies $10 fn fff irm 

investment is expected to 
pay bade in five to seven 
years. Exports to the Gulf 
countries, Jo r d an , Iran and 
Egypt are already under- 
way and ways to enter the 
European as well as the 
North American, and South 
American markets are 
under study. “Once tile 
European gov e r nm ents and 
subsidies to their indige- 
nous agricultural sector — 
they will took to other pro- 
ducers,” says Mr. Sankar in 
the belief that Europeans 
wiff turn to co un t ri es fike 
Syria for cheaper canned 
and frozen agricultural jho- 
dnee. 

“We already have agents 
for both the U.S. and 
Europe and are looking for 
agents in South America as 
well,” says Dr.< Sankar, 
saying that Syria qbn tap tiie 
both economic markets as 
wefl as its large /expatriate 

Law 10, says pr. Sankar 
was designed tofaQow both 
Syrian capital jabread to 
flow bade into the country 
as well as to| encourage 


foreign investment. “Fore- 
ign companies^ have not yet 
started investing in Syria 
but that is naturaL They are 
waiting to see if Syrians can 
make a go of the economy 
— once they see that we can 
the foreign capital will be- 
gin flowing in.” 

The broadened participa- 
tion of the private sector 
investor has fostered a pri- 
vately run public trans- 
portation system which 
cheaper, more wide ranging 
and more ecologically 
sound. “There are more 
destinations for basically 
the same price as before 
and t H*. mini-buses that re- 
placed the large old buses 
are newer, deaner and 
don't pollute: as much,” said 
Mahmoud Taher, d ri ver of 
(me of the tens of thousands 
of Japanese and Europe a n 

made nnni buses which pro- 
vide transport to most of 
die Syrian population. 

Old American and 
French, can that once 
crowded Damascus streets, 
are being replaced fry the 
shiny new look of Japanese, 
Korean and Gennan anto- 
mobffes. 

But S yrian h n m i Maiim 
are pushing for even greater 
changes. Among these de- 
sired goals are me reestab- 
lishment of a stock ex- 
change «nd the Opening Of . 
private and foreign banks. 
Banks and many new pri- 
vate companies were 
nationalised in fhe 1960s. A 
reopening of banks would 
allow for the smaller en- 
trepreneurs to get a “piece 
of the p»” and would aBow 
for the market economy to 
have a larger middle chss 


r. Sankar 


admits mega investor Sank- 
ar. The average public sec- 
tor employee stiff earns no 
more than $100 a month 
and a university professor 
three times that at best _ 

With a 15 per cent annual 
inflation rate and public 
sector wages frozen for the 
fourth consecutive year, 
most of Syria’s 13 milKnn 
people see the. rainbow in 
the sky but have not yet fek . 
the warmth of tiie sun. 

However, rent controls 
are in place, and co n t rar y to 
many old Arab cities, the 
character of- old Damascus, 
is being pr e serve d by law — 
although renovations are 
not sufficiently im- 
plemented yet. 

Most Syrians, however, 
cannot enjoy the quamtness 
of old Damascus but are 
forced, for lack of alterna- 
tives at affordable prices, to 
five in eastern bloc style 
high nse housing dmits 
which dominate the skyline 
of 'the outskirts of Damas- 
cus. — - 

The high tire shanty- 
towns house iwilSfOTg of 
peasants who migrated 
man tiie co un tr y side. in the 
past 15 years to find a better 
life in Damascus and otter 
cities. Many peasants and 
even Iranian pilgrims who 
come to visit Shiite shrines 
in Syria have- moved into 
some dozen Palestinian re- 
fugee camps adjacent to the 
capital. Syria, is host to 
some 300,000 Palestinian. ■ 
refiagees from 1984. - 

While the poorwerc once 
relatively unexposed or 
were used as conduits for 

snuggled Hitihj iieim fmm 
Lebanon, they, now see. foe 


the public transport, sector 
has provided a change - hi 
the me of the average Sy*- 
rian, not all of the recent 
changes have. 

“Toe freer expcot and. 
import efimate bas net oi- 
tirely filtered down yet,” 


that they too wifi have a 
rote to p lay in the booming 
economic fotnre of Syria. 

'■ Syrian analysts say that 
the- country’s “only* fore- 
ign debts to Russian aid 
Eastern Woe countrira wiH 
be cancelled once : a peace. 


deal is concluded. “Why 
should Egret and Jordan 
have their debts written off 
and Syria be expected to 
pay theirs?”, asked one 
analyst. “It wffl be part and 
package of the deal.” Syria 
owed some $14 bfffion to 
the former Soviet Union 
and Eastern bloc countries 

— mostly for arms. 

The Israelis, say Syrian 
buaness people, will be “no 
threat” to Syria economi- 
cafly. “For os they are eco- 
nomically- unimportant,” 
says Dr. Sankar. 

A young Syrian entrep- 
reneur Imad, who runs the 
Pizza Hot says, “business is 
so good we can hardly keep 
up with the demand — we 

- don’t need Israel or Israeli 
. clients .for anything. • • • 

The country registered an 
8 per cent growth rate in 
1993 and fee 1994 tore is 
expected to exceed that. 
Since. . 1991 over 450 new 
companies have already 
startro production in every- 
thing tram/ furniture to 
fondled garments to food 
produce. 

Looking back, analysts 
say *frhe seeds for the eco - 
nomk revolution" that is 
taking place were, sewr, in 
1986 when the eoonom.y hit 
rock bottom after the, mice 
of ofl feff. (Syria pr.odnces 
some 500,000 texri'te of off 
& day). The Iran- .Xraq war, 
in which Syria bracked Iran, 

was about to raid and tiie 
winds of change were 
already seftir.tg tn~ . 

After the de cline and cHs- 
membermfjnt of the eaaten i 
bbc and 'the Soviet Union, 
Syria’s s«jperpower aEy, foe 
.Syrian 'hm dehdup began its 
ptens to imptenifint change. 

These changes towards a 
market economy, say. Sy- 
rian b us inessmen are u natn- 
iaPT. "Syria hasa 4000 year 
hisfory of market economy 
it is only taking its natu- 
ral route,” explained Dr. 
Sankar. . ..... 
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Riyadh announces fresh revenue- boosting measures 


DUBAI (R) - Cfe sh _ 
strapped Saudi Arabia 
announced morp . price in- 
creases for public services 
Monday aimed at boosting 
revenue in 1995 and intro- 
ducting fiscal discipline in the 
kingdom, the world's largest 
oil producer. 

Tickets for domestic air 
travel on Saudia. the state 
carrier which monopolises 
local flights, rose in price by 
10 per cent for economy class 
and 20 per cent for first class, 
according to broadcast gov- 
ernment decrees. 

The airline has been in- 
volved for almost a year in 
complex talks with U.S. 
manufacturers to buy some 
60 new aircraft worth more 
than $6 billion. Its inability to 
generate profits has been a 
stumbling block in its nego- 
tiations to obtain credits. 

The government also intro- 
duced new telephone 
charges. 

A subscriber will no longer 
be able to make unlimited 
local calls free of charge, a 
S150 connection charge is in- 
troduced and annua! tele- 
phone subscriptions are dou- 
bled to $100 a year. 

Saudi Arabia in 1994 
signed a $4 billion deal with 
ATT Corp of the United 
States to install 1.5 million- 
new telephone lines but a 


budget statement issued Sun- 
day said that deal was self- 
financing and did not require 
additional state funds. 

Monday's decrees also in- 
creased water charges 
according to a five-tier sys- 
tem. Small consumers will 
pay 10 halala (2.6 U.S. cents) 
while larger users will be 
charged six riyats (SI. 6) per 
cubic metre. 

The decrees did not give a 
percentage for the rise in 
water charges, formerly 
levied at a flat rate. But 
analysts said it was designed 
not to hurt lower income 
Saudis in the desert kingdom 
that depends mainly on costly 
sea water desalination. 

Saudi Arabia, which has 
been suffering cash flow 
problems due to a drop in oil 
prices and costs incurred dur- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war. intro- 
duced a $36 billion budget for 
1995 Sunday with a $4 billion 
forecast deficit. 

The kingdom has been run- 
ning budget deficits since the 
1980s but started introducing 
litical and economic re- 
orms last year. 

Other measures 
announced Sunday included 
doubling local petrol prices 
and increased electricity 
charges for high consumers. 

For the first time too. it 
slapped a 1.000 rival ($267) 


£ 


fee on visas for those arriving 
in the kingdom to work and 
said work permits in future 
would cost 100 riyals ($27) 
and residency permit 500 
riyals ($133). 

The measures indicate that 
oil giant Saudi Arabia is mov- 
ing decisively to convince the 
world of its seriousness in 
dealing with a cash crunch by 
cutting spending in its 1995 
budget, slashing some sub- 
sidies and increasing public 
service prices. 

It announced Sunday a six 
per cent spending cut for 
1995. which would still leave 
it with a $4 billion deficit. 

Economists and diplomats 
said that although the spend- 
ing cut was smaller than the 
20 per cent budget in 1994. 
the overall impact was too 
more than half the budget 
deficit. 

Economists said the mea- 
sures signalled to both the 
Saudi public and the govern- 
ment's bankers and foreign 
trading partners that it was 
determined to set its house in 
order and prepared to take 
unpopular decisions to en- 
sure fiscal discipline. 

The biggest surprise in 
Sunday's budget was the de- 
ficit figures. 

By "coming clean and 
speaking openly about a 


budget deficit. Saudi Arabia 
confirmed what everyone had 
known for a long time and 
gave its finances some of the 
transparency necessary to 
generate credibility, the eco- 
nomists said. 

Last year it spoke of a 
balanced budget, while in 
fact planning for a 40 billion 
riyals (S10.6 billion) deficit as 
this year's figures showed. It 
apparently included expected 
income from bank and other 
borrowing and the sale of 
government securities as part 
of the original 1994 revenue 
figure. 

The economists and diplo= 
mats said the budget mea- 
sures were largely in line with 
what was expected of the 
government of the world's 
largest oil producer and ex- 
porter to deal with its worst 
cash shortage in decades of 
oil wealth. 

"It seems to be a good 
budget and shows they are 
serious about cuts." one 
dipomac said. 

"The International Monet- 
ary Fund had expected a 20 
billion rival (S5.3 billion) cut. 
but the 15 billion (S4 billion) 
is good enough." another 
said. 

"They did not go as far as 
they could have but they 
want to slash subsidies gra- 


dually. but we will see similar 
other measures over the 
years." an economist said. 

The diplomats and eco- 
nomists said it was not im- 
mediately dear how much 
cash the new measures would 
generate. 

Coupled with steps taken 
last year to cut agricultural 
subsidies, they reverse a 
trend for higher subsidies and 
generous welfare benefits for 
the country's 12 million peo- 
ple. 

"They were, getting to the 
point where there was no way 
they could finance the water, 
electricity and refining capac- 
ity expansions needed at pre- 
sent rates of consumption." 
an economist said. 

Saudi Arabia increased 
subsidies in 1992 after the 
Gulf war at an annual cost of 
about $350 million even after 
having to pay the bulk of the 
cost of the war to expel Iraq 
from neighbouring Kuwait. It 
paid some $55 billion for the' 
war. 

The budget puts revenues 
at 135 billion riyals ($36 bil- 
lion) from IS) billion riyals 
(532 billion). It seems to 
assume higher oil revenues 
that provide the bulk of state 
funds. 

Spending is to decline by 
six per cent to 150 billion 


riyals ($40 billion) from 160 
billion riyals (S42.6 billion) 
last year. 

The diplomats and eco- 
nomists said this year's 
budget was more detailed 
than in 1994, but again did not 
mention defence spending 
which they thought fell under 
an "others" item covering 
about $14 billion in outlays. 

The last announced figure 
for defence spending was in 
1993 when it was put at $16.4 
billion. 

They said it was not dear 
where tbe spending cuts 
would be. but rhe breakdown 
of spending compared to the 
last available figures in the 
1993 budget show decreases 
across the board. 

Cuts compared with 1993 
were: Education 20 per cent, 
health and social develop- 
ment six per cent, municipal 
and water 14.6 per cent, in- 
frastructure, industry and 
electricity 53 per cent, trans- 
port and communication 
eight per cent, subsidies 24 
per cent, and state lending 
institutions 34 per cent. 

In an important step for 
many companies that have 
complained of problems be- 
cause the government was 
not paying its bills on time. 
King Fahd ordered the fi- 
nance ministry to dear as 


U.S. turns best results 
in ‘94 despite rising 
interest rates 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Tbe U.S. economy in 1994 
turned in one of its best 
performances in decades, 
with low inflation, a decline 
in unemployment and solid 
growth despite a series of 
moves to tighten credit. 

Treasury Secretary Lloyd 
Bentsen, who has announced 
he will step down, called die 
figures “the best numbers in 
30 years." 

Gross domestic product 
growth for the full year 
should be dose to 3.5 per 
cent, tbe highest since 1988 
and better than any of die 
other Group of Seven indus- 
trialised countries except 
Canada. 

The two pillars of econo- 
mic good health — industrial 
investment and consumer 
spending — both grew amid 
increasing confidence in the 
U.S. economy, higher levels 
of income and growth in jobs. 

At the same time, consum- 
er prices through October 
rose at an annual rate of just 
2.6 per cent, lower than in 
1993. 

Tbe jobless rate has fallen 
from 6.7 per cent in January 
to 5.6 per cent in November 
as 1.4 million people came off 
unemployment rolls. Over 22 
months, the United States 
created more jobs than all its 
Group of Seven partners 
combined. 

The only question mark 
about the world’s largest eco- 
nomy is the prospect of high- 


er interest rates. 

Federal Reserve (Fed) 
Chairman Alan Greenspan, 
who has led the charge to 
boost interest rates to keep 
die economy from overheat- 
ing despite fear that die 
moves could choke off 
growth, said recently that 
“the impressive performance 
of the American economy 
continues.” 

The Fed has acted six times 
since February to boost the 
key federal funds rate to S.5 
per cent and the discount rate 
to 4.75 per cent, and Mr. 
Greenspan suggested that 
more interest rates hike could 
be coming despite no appa- 
rent signs of inflation runnin g 
rampant 

The Fed moves have 
caused concern on Wall 
Street, particularly on tbe 
bond market, where rang 
Interest rates eroded tbe 
value of investments. 

The resilience of the U.S. 
economy comes from several 
factors. For one, the rate 
hikes take some time to dam- 
pen borrow and spending. 
And banks, which have been 
posting strong earnings, have 
limited the effect of the rate 
hikes on loans. 

Loan demand has re- 
mained strong amid the eco- 
nomic expansion, and U.S. 
firms have been able to use 
low-cost production facilities 
abroad to meet consumer de- 
mand for products without 
boosting prices. 


India’s Congress promises farm policy 


NEW DELHI (R) — India's 
Congress Parly, trounced in 
recent state elections, has 
sought more investments in 
agriculture to win back its 
traditional voters — the poor 
peasants and rich farmers. 
Congress officials have said. 

Prime Minister P. V. Nara- 
aimhfl Rao Has lw»p under 
mounting p re s sure to deliver 
economic benefit s to farmers, 
a potent political force, after 
the Congress Party was 
routed in three of tire four 
states that went to polls re- 
cently. 

Elections in five other 
states are due is February 
and Congress offi cials said 
Mr. Rao had also started 
planning for the parliamen- 
tary polk due in mid-1996. 

“We have to fight for foe 
fanners if we have to keep 
the Congress support base,”, 
said junior home minister 
Rajesh Pilot, regarded as an 
influential representative of 
tbe farmers' lobby in the par- 
ty- 


About 65 per cent of Indi- 
a's 900 milK on people depend 
on agriculture for their liveli- 
hood- Congress deputies said 
the three-year-okl economic 
re forms programme had vir- 
tually ignored this group. 

“While the industrialists 
have benefitted from the new 
econ omi c policies, the far- 
mers have not gained,” said 
Rangarajan Knmanunanga- 
lam, a former minister who 
beads a left-wing trade union- 
ist lobby within the party. 

Finance Minister Man- 
mohan Singh has been sing- 
led out for criticism over the 
Congress' electoral losses. 
He said fanners needed a 
better credit policy than sub- 
sidies to flourish. 

“The problem of revitalis- 
ing the crerift system for agri- 
curtnre is a special dimension 
of the efforts to make agricul- 
ture and the rural sector effi- 
cient,” Mr. Singh told a 
meeting of fanners and farm 
experts last month. 

“The bias against agricul- 


ture exports requires to be 
farther reduced/* he said. 

Mr. Singh said improve- 
ments in tbe organisation and 
functioning of agriculture 
would help bridge rural- 
urban disparities. 

There have been populist 
demands too, led by Agricul- 
ture Minister Balram Jakhar. 

He told a fanners* meeting 
in tbe southern Indian city of 
Coimbatore that parliament 
would soon approve a new 
agriculture polity to extend 
to fanners all benefits avail- 
able to the industry. 

The policy would indnde 
extending low-interest loans 
of op to 25,000 rupees ($800) 
to fanners a year, Mr. Jakhar 
told the meeting. 

The farmers demanded a 
national policy to bring parity 
between the farm input pekfes 
and the market prices' forThe 
produce. 

The electoral losses in the 
southern stales of Kama taka 
and Andhra Pradesh, Mr. 


Rao’s home state, has set off 
a bout of sou (-searching with- 
in the Congress Party. 

There is broad support in 
the party for putting a “hu- 
man face” on Mr. Rato's eco- 
nomic reforms pr og ram me, 
which has helped many firms 
but led to added hardship for 
many poor voters. 

“The next budget most 
have something to wipe file 
tears of the poor,” Welfare 
Munster Sftaram Kesri said 
recently. 

Souk deputies are pressing 
Mr. Singh to retain or in- 
crease subsidies to farmers 
ahead of die elections. 

But Mr. Singh told a pre- 
budget consultative meeting 
that a rise in farm subsidies 
was not feasible as it would 
put pressure on the budget 
defied. 

Mr. Sngh has been under 
attack from senior party lead- 
ers who say fas reforms have 
hurt die poor and alienated 
them from the party. 


Mexico package expected to provide $10-$15b 

used) to 
markets 


MEXICO CITY ^—Mex- 
ico is negotiating an economy 
rescue package with “friend- 
ly” countries and banks that 
is expected to provide $10 
billion to $15 billion the 
country can draw upon if 
needed, according to finance 
nrimstry douanents. 

The package is part of an 
economic stabilisation plan 
unveiled Monday by Presi- 
dent Ernesto Zedillo as he 
straggles to regain control 
over a falling peso. 

The documents obtained 
by Reuters said the (dan will 
aim to increase private and 


public savings to bring about 
“a rapid and ordered reduc- 
tion” in the country’s $28 
billion c urren t account de- 
ficit 

Mr. Zedillo's hope, 
according to the documents, 
is to Umar, a: the deficit “with- 
out depending on short-term 
foreign capital,” and at die 
same time avoid plunging 
Mexico into an aidless cycle 
of inflation and further de- 
valuation of the peso. 

The documents said the 
rescue package will give Mex- 
ico money mat “if circumst- 
ances require ft, (can be 


to stabilise the financial 
This package would 
reach an amount of $10 bil- 
lion to $15 MBon.” 

The peso has lost 40 per 
cent or its value since die 
govenunent, fadng a run on 
its international reserves, 
an nou n ced on Dec. 21 that it 
would be allowed to float 
freedly. 

Foreign investors have 
Mamed the current account 
deficit and an unresolved 
peasant rebellion in the state 
of Chiapas for Mexico’s sod- 
den economic crisis. 

The finance ministry docu- 


ments said Mr. Zedillo’s plan 
would require “additional 
sacrifices” from all sectors of 
society, but that even though 
public spending will be cut,” 
the federal government will 
.not sacrifice social program- 
mes aimed at taking care of 
the most im port an t necessi- 
ties of the population.” 

The documents also said 
that “structural changes” will 
be necessary to i m prove the 
co mp e titi veness or Mexican 


indnde measures to encour- 
age in v est men t in basic in- 
frastructure and services.” 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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dreamed Jack Frost was nipping 
at my nose and he looked just like 
Mel Gibson!" 


I THAT SCRAMBLE) WOK) GAME 
k« by Henri Arnold and IBoiAfgMcKi 


Unscramble these tour Jumbtes, 
one teller to each square, So tom 
tour ordinary words. 


ZEMIA 


ITT 



ewjn-jy** bra. ht. 


LORGY 
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YOCUTH 
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RAWSUL 
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WHAT THE OCTOPUS 
WORE TO THE 
FORMAL PARTY. 
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Now arrange toe circled tetters to 
tom me surprise answer; *s sug- 
gested by toe above cartoon. . 
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Yesterdays 


(A ns we rs tomorrow) 
JumNcne GUILE AFTER SUBDUE GIGGLE' ' 
Ariswee How she Imp r ov e d tier ko w risti o e — . 

BV DEGREES 


soon as possible a backlog of 
payments to domestic credi- 
tors. 

Diplomats and economists 


estimate that the government 
owes billions of dollars in- 
arrears to contractors and 
suppliers. 
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only Fish City 
can offer you: 
t. Different types of fresh 
uncooked & clean fish 

2. Different seafood specialities. 

3. Different cooking methods. 

4. Best quality & reasonable price. 

5. Take away &.Home Delivery Service. 

Address; Amman - Directorate of Residency 
& Borders St 
Teh 683050 
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FORECAST FOR TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroti Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This nonmu finds a possible break- 
up in old bid the ev ening oos ynn etion of Mercury and 

Uranns open the door to all softs of new sanations in winch you can 
e ffe ctively pioneer your point of View. 

AMHfc (March 21 to April 19) Yon have to be carefol that nomrone 
does not get the belt of you m some m o netary matter today which 
coukl be dtflrimrntHl to your fi impo fa. ~ 

TAURUS: (April 20 to. May 20f ijl you get your health and 
* you wm find it easier to gam your persona l 
and get what you tndy look forwar d to. 

GEM1NJL May 21 to June 21) You feed restricted in some way, but if 
aim down, you can handle the matter logically. Show some 
for your loved ones. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to July 21) Your friends may be too 
busy at this tone, so doQ*t try to press ure them in any way. Be happy 
tonight and fed contented. 

UHh (July 22 to August 21) Be on your grardin the outside worid 
so that you canrot be criticised in any way. Show your devotion to 
kin in the evening. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septe m ber 22) Avoid going off on any 
t an gents, and don't make any mnw j cyiary changes to your routine. 
You should not confide any secret informatio n to a stranger. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Use your own, mature! 
jnrfgwnfftf rather thra consulting ore who could not help you. Fix 
your wardrobe and be c harmin g to your dose friends. 
SCORHO: (October 23 to November 21) You could have a 
con fr on tati on with one who is as stu b born as you are, so postpone 
meeting for a wide. Be very social larer. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Get away from 
nvugnmentsif you can, butif not, be sure to do your fair share of it. 
Try to solve your private worries qmddy. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Do not interfere if a 
disagreem ent starts between a friend and yogrerstwMle mate. Show 
that you are senrible towards others. 

AQUARIUS: (J an u a ry 21 to February 19) Don't 
disagreement with one who Eves with you over some 
Yen seek peace and soGtnde in the evenmg. 

HSCESe (February 20 to March 20) It is mosti 
care in motion of all kind, especially on the roeds. Be 
corre sp ondence, make sate words are correct. 

Birtb stog c of January: Garnet — Rose Quartz 
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THE Daily Crossword 


by Gayle Dean 


aotoss 

1 S«mbm 
6 *HmfcByo r 
10 Ouch part 

14 Oom 

15 DMngbM 
ISCtownfah 
17 RunwUia 

husky voice? 
19 Balsam or 


JOFtn 

21 CbomptnualSw 
M 



ttUntaorg. 

36 Sudden war 
38 MeaMano? 
30 Pal* 

41 


4fi NwrtamaBsrs 
urtt 

48 "NamaTM 

Tona.-a.itf . 
48 Jsiim 

51 OtKgtepeaL 

52 Moot 

53 Lounge about' 
65 TMdty 1 


SSSftofeptca? 
to Trim 

63 OeVaten'e lend 
64' 





DOWN 

ITal Mahal jte 

2 Uwaorne 

3 Endue 

4 Vina <fir. 
BSunuunfwm 


, It Snow cow 

12 Shawcememf* 
iSThenwmegto 
IBBaMngtoma. 

23 Cast of 
' feouaanda 
member 

aS ttpaL ■ 

28 Doctrine 

27 Codas. 
raAoUanpu*- ‘ 

28 Baton hoard 
30 CaneU gem 

33 Observable 
fed* 

34 Mow 

35 HB Q u aere 
3T tluriermto 
40 Sam rasrtndar . 


43 Radtood 
*4 Libra symbol 

46 Powerful men 

47 Assistant 

<8 PtoEfrfpddaaa 
49 At no Ana ■ ■ 

SOftapaaguattak 


Savage's 

cwaWtahn 
W Sign 

56 Sour 

57 GriH needs- 
to Hasten 

Si Wrath 
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A review 
of economic news 
from the Arabic press 


JIC chief 
unveils ’95 
programme 


☆☆Jordan Investment Cor- 
poration (JIC) Director- 
General Mohammad 
Batayncb said the JTC im- 
plemented, in 1994, projects 
that cost JD 24 million. He 
noted that most of these pro- 
f jects* output, especially 
tomato paste, frozen veget- 
ables and veterinary vac- 
cines, were exported. Mr. 
Batayneb said the JIC was 
preparing feasibility studies 
- to implement various pro- 
jects this year. Some of the 
projects are a gypsum plaster 
plant at Ai Rashadiyyeh, in 
southern Jordan, for an esti- 
mated cost of JD 2 million, 
and a scheme for a roots and 
seeds nursery in die Al Ghor 
area at a JD 2 million cost. 
JIC is also considering a JD 7 
million cable car project to 
link Hammamat Main with 
the Dead Sea. Mr. Batayneh 
. revealed that the corporation 
was in the process of setting 
up a tourism transport com- 
pany in collaboration with 
the private sector which will 
also be involved with the JIC 
in setting up a company for 
duty free shops at border 
crossings to cater for 
travellers to and from Jordan 
(Al Ra’i). 

☆☆According to new prices 
fixed by the Ministry of Supp- 
ly, Yoghurt in a 200-gramme 
container sells at 110 fils, 
whereas the price for a 500- 
i gramme container is 220 fils. 

4 Yoghurt in a 1000-gramme 
container costs 400 fils. Prices 
of lab an eh range from 265 fils 
per -3 80-gramme container to 
370 fils per 250-gramme con- 
tainer. Larger fabaneh con-' 
tainers cost 720 fils (500 
grammes) and JD 1,410 (1000 
grammes). Prices of proces- 
sed cheese (boy) were fixed 
at 415 fils, while a 2- 
kilogramme block was fixed 
at JD 4.300. Al Asbbal 
cheese was given a 425 fils 
price tag while the Exeter 
canned meat was priced at 
760 fils (Al Ra’i). 

☆☆The prime minister urged 
the Jordan Investment Cor- 
poration to speed up the 
establishment of the ”Natk>n- 
aJ Petroleum Company" to 
carry out exploration for oil 
and gas on commercial basis 
(Al Ra'i). 

☆☆Unloading of 30,000 ton- 
nes of American rice is cur- 
rently under way at Jweidafa 
warehouses. The Ministry of 
Supply will soon be distribut- 
ing the rice in the market 
where it will be sold at the 
free -market price of 380 fils a 
kilogramme. Chinese rice is 
now selling at a subsidised 
price against the 1995 
coupons (Al Ra'i). 

☆☆The ministry of finance 
will conduct a reevaluation of 
housing units in 1996 as the 
. linistry is seeking to increase 
/ its collection of property tax 
(Al Musaqafat) (Al »Dus- 
tour). 

-☆☆ The Jordan Insurance 
Company recorded a gross 
profit of JD 371,699 during 
the April-September (mid- 
year) period. The profit co- 
vered the JD 190,900 losses 
the company incurred at its 
“outside branches” (Al 
Aswaq). 

☆☆ Banks face about JD 80 
million of extra spending in 
1995 as a result of issuing new 
^magnetic-type of cheques, 
^expanding and building new 
headquarters and on-line 
^connection between all bran- 
ches (AI Aswaq). 

^☆☆Many industrialists and 
businessmen are complaining 
about the short notice given 
by the central bank of Jordan 
for switching to magnetic 
dheques by July. They wish" 
the central bank extend the 
period until the end of 1995 
because they have many che- 
ques of the old type that 
extend beyond the July dead- 
line and they find it very 
difficult to change the che- 
ques (Al Dustour). 

☆☆The minister of supply 
issued a decision under which 
* sew formula was set up to 
price auto spare parts. The 
new formula works out into a 
reduction of between 16-18 
per cent in the prices of spare 
parts (Al Dustour). 
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ARM BABER 

JORDAN NATIONAL BARK 
JUSTUS HRSXOHAL BARK /KEN 
BARK OF JORDAN 
THE BO OBING BARS 
JOHDAR KUWAIT BARK 
JORDAN SCUT BARK 
JOHDAR ISLAMIC BASK 

BRIT KLHAL aAVZRCSZRVSSTMEHT FOR HOUSING 
AMOK BASK FOR INVESTMENT 
PHILADELPHIA INV E S T ME NT BARK. 


HO- 07 
SHARES 
•rtlUfaKO 

VALUE 

TRADED 

m 

PRZV. CLOSING 

CLOSINC PRICE 
PRICE 

660 

1198IO 

181. 500 

181.500 

2557 

10692 

4.320 

4.110 

35595 

138734 

* 4.040 

3.840 
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7850 

44565 
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1292 

2059 
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2562 

9438 
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3.710 

1750 

5468 

3.120 
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5500 

8185 

1.490 

1.480 

13 00 

2184 

1.700 

1.680 

60225 

344738 
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XH8URAKCE 


JORDANIAN ELECT RI C PUNAS 
JOraURXAH ELECTRIC POSER /KEN 
JORDA N BXKEBKXHZRAL 
VEHICLES QUEERS FEDERATION 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPP ISC LINES 
RATIONAL PORTFO L IO SEC U R IT IE S 
JORDAN GOLF REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
MACHINERY EQUIP. RENTING G MAINTENANCE 
JORDAN PRESS FOUNDATION / ALNA‘1 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST A COMMODOR E HOTELS 
ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT A EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


ATTARQBEP CO NS T. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MIXES 

THE ARAB POTASH/ SEN 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFZNART 

THE I NDUS T R IAL CCMQENCXAL 6 AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN W UHS T EO MILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN DAIRY 

SPINNING 6 WEAVING 

RAFXA IND U S T R IES - 

DAft AL DANA DEVELOPMENT 6 INVESTMENT 
ARAB INVESTMENT 6 XMEKMATXCRAL TRADE 
ARAB htjmtmttm INDUSTRY 
LIVESTOCK G POU L TRY 
ARAB PAPER CONVERTING C TRADING 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN IN DU S TRIES A HATCH/ JI MCO 
NATIONAL CABLE G WIRE MANUFACTURING 
A RAB CE N TER FOR PB ARH. G CHEMICALS 
XANTHBR INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
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Indonesia records 6.2 
per cent growth 

JAKARTA (AFP) — The year-end speech. President: 
Indonesian economy grew at Suharto said, that Indonesia 1 
a rate that exceeded the could express relief that the 
jtargetted 6.2 per cent for economy had grown quite 
(1994, Indonesian President well. 

rr “of our p " f* 

sixth five-year development 10 - wasstiD t* 10 * 

££££?££££? tbo industrial 

Anr fi T gas exports, bad shown 

^ Indonesian govern- ^Wteg«>wth," but gave 
meat in August 1993 pro- “tails- = 

dieted the country’s annual However, President Suhar- 
economic growth rate would to said, the agricultural sector 
reach between six and 6.5 per recorded a slowdown, mainly 
cent in the sixth development due to a prolonged dry sea- 
plan, with an annual average son this year, 
of 6.2 per cent. He added that non-oil iro- 

In his nationwide televised ports also rose. 


AFM folds ’94 with obvious stagnation 


By a Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) en- 
ded die last week of 1994 
with an obvious stagnation 
described by brokers as re- 
sulting from a waiting mode 
adopted by investors. 

The report of the AFM for 
the week ending Dec. 28 
showed a weekly turnover of 
JD 13 nnllion. 

The general share price in- 
dex based on 60 major com- 
panies listed in the market 
dosed at 143.6 points, down 
0.8 points or 0.6 per cent, 
said die report, which was 
released Sunday. 

The separate sector indices 
showed mixed results during 
the week. The banking sector 
index dosed at 157.78 down 
1.4 points or 0.9 per cent and 
the industrial sector index 
dosed at 228.16 points, down 


five points or O.Tper cent. 
The services sector dosed 1.1 
points or 0.8 per cent higher 
at 131.39 points and the in- 
surance sector index dosed at 
13821, np 1.1 per cent to 0.8 
per cent 

The banking sector 
accounted for JD 3.14- mil- 
lion, or 41 per cent of the 
weekly volume, followed by 
the industrial sector with JD 
3.03 mfllion, or 39.6 perc ent, 
the services sector with JD 
1.46 million or 19.1 per cent . 
and insurance stock with JD 
24,000. or 03 per cent, the 
AFM report said. 

Shares of 86 companies 
were traded during the week, 
which saw 2.9 million shares 
changing hands under 3.551 
contracts. As the week' 
dosed, shares of 25 com- 
panies showed gains, 48 
showed declines and 13 re- 


mained stable, the AFM re- - 
port said. 

Brokers said tire relative . 
stagnation in the market was 
, largely due to abstention by 1 
many investors from trading 
as they awaited year-end re- 
sults of many companies ex- 
pected to be announced tins 

month. 

“Some of the- results, are 
already oat bat many com- 
panies are keeping the figures 
a closely guarded secret, 
opting to go by the book and 
release the figures after the 
auditing process is over,” 
said a broker, who, tike other 
dealers in the market, cannot 
be identified by name. 

The broker said the aver- 
age weekly turnover that the 
market saw .last week was 
mainly because of sellings by 
those who wanted quick li- 
quidity to balance their bank 
accounts as of Dec. 31 -for 


intend banking purposes. 

■ By and large the market 
failed : to repeat it s impressive 
performance during the pre- 
vious year because of many 
uncertaint ies related to tire 
Middle -East peace process, 
Jordaman-PalesSmian econo- 
mic relations and fears of 
.taxation on capital gains. 
Furthermore, expected fore- 
ign capital inflow failed to 
materialise to foe level that 
was predicted at tire begin- 
ning of foe year.. 

However, analysts said 
that the market had sbed a lot 
of “su perfi c ialities” during 
tire year and was more stabil- 
ised in terms of prices (hiring 
the year. •• 

AFM Director General 
Umayyah Touqan is expected 
to address the press this week 
to release final figures for the 
year and sum up his view of 
the market. 


year-end speech. President: 
Suharto said, that Indonesia' 
could express relief that the 
economy had grown quite 
well. 

President Suharto, though, 
provided no precise figures. 

He said the country’s infla- 
tion rate was “quite high, 
even though it was stQl below 
10 per cent.” 

Ire said that the industrial 
sector, as well as non-oil and 
gas exports, bad shown 
“adequate growth.” but gave 
no details. 

However, President Suhar- 
to said, the agricultural sector 
recorded a slowdown, mainly 
due to a prolonged dry sea- 
son this year. 

He added that non-oil im- 
ports also rose. 
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FOR RENT 

Many apartments and vBas 
furnished and unfurnished. 
We also have many listings of 
vfflas, flats, and buflding lots 




Commercial and 

residential. 

For more details calk 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TeL 810605/810609 
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Seychelles opens up for foreign investment 


Jordan 


Times 


VICTORIA (AFn — Slap 
hang m the of the 

Indian Ocean, the dreamy 
Seychelles islands, for so long 
marke ted as a to uri s t para- 
dise, are now trading on their 
strategic location is a bid to 
make it as an international 
business ce nt re. 

Situated midway between 
African and Asa, and be- 
tween the Middle East and 
Australia, Seychelles hopes 
to attract major investors in 
tr ans hip m e nt and offshore 
banking, economists here 
say. 

The national assembly, the 
fiat multi-patty parliament in 
18 years. Last month over- 
w h c ftit i n gfy ap prove d legisla- 


tion providing a framework 
for transforming the Mawfa 
into a turntable for inter- 
continental trade. 

Finance and Communica- 
tions Minister James Mkbel 
said in a recent interview that 
foe new law aims to encour- 
age investors to make the 
most of the islands’, strategic 
location and get maximum 
use out of the existing mod- 
em deepwater port and inter- 
national airport. 

Recently the g ove rnm ent 
privatised operations in Post 
Victoria and redooed charges 
for ship and cargo handling to 
the same levels as those in 
Durban, Mauritius, Singa- 
pore and Dubai. 


Port Victoria, handling 
over 200,000 tonnes of tuna a 
year, is already a major trans- 
hipment ce n tre for fish in the 
Indian Ocean. 

The govern m ent is also 
touting ns modern telecon*- 
mnnication facilities as 
another advantage Seychelles 
has over other countries in 
the Indian Ocean. 

Mr. Michel said Sy e cfaeBes 
would set aade space at tire 
port and airport for storage 
and reexport fariKtica and for 
setting up international trade 
zones. 

The in t er national business 
companies -acts-abo provides 
for the inc or porat i on, reg- 
istration and control of off- 


shore com pa nies whose re- 
venue will not be taxed. 

- Mr. Michel said tire law is 
based on Caribbean models^ 

Presenting the 1995 
budget, foe minister also 
- a nno u nced new regulations 
that would st reng t h en foe 
rote of foe private sector in 
the nation’s economy. 

“Now we are acting them 
to play a bigger role,” the 
minister said. 

Investors viB pay less in 
social security co n trib u tions 
for their workers and benefit 
from a range of fax reduc- 
tions if they meet national 
objectives such as job crea- 
tion and foreign exchange 
generation. 


CARS, FAX FOR SALE vj 


1988 Mercedes Benz 420 SEL full option. 
Green colour, duty unpaid. 

* 1993 TOYOTA 4 Runner (Jeep)4x4, V6, 
full option (and more) Dark Green Duty 
unpaid. 

* FAX Panasonic Digital Answering System 
new model (KX - F 750). 

TEL. 619767 


ggfc fepoasfi 

Location - Abdoun dose to foe Orthodox Club 
3 Large bedrooms , 2 Spacious living rooms 
& a Veranda , Dining room , Large kitchen 

with French bay windows , 3 Bathrooms , 
Maid's room , Car Garage & a storage room 

For more info, call 661391 
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CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers* Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Monogollan Barbaqua for 
Lunch Friday only 
TeL: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 

OpeadaSy l2$0-3£8pm. 

&30 - Midnight 

Air Conditioned Hall 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Ocfc. Jabat Amman, near 
AhSyyah Girts Schools 

Tafea away is avaSabla 

Open daily 12:08-330 p.ra. 
7:00 — midnight 

Tel.: 638968 


SZECHWAN BARRENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 




awmayr h mwmBahiu 


srm sb— f 

Utn Utmkufi CvnnmoU Cvtrn 

TaL: •81174 
lnttlukd MuNtfr Loved 


MiNG-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere m Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. nearBaytuna 
. Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 pjn. 
&30 - 11:30 pun. 
Teij 861838 



SELECT HOTEL 


9 Superior Hotel Services for 
Businessmen & Families & its 


NeGrEsCo BaR 


9 Good Drinks & 
Excellent Snacks 
®Open Noons 
& Evenings 


.Jatxil Ai Wuhilchn . 10 i (A / i()2 



6c run 

Pizzas + Burgers 

It’s F imlastic ! 

Sweifiyeh - S63944 
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Deluxe VQIas 
fic Apartments 
in Amman 







Suwaifiah Tel. 827105 
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A final look back at sports champions in the pastyear 


By T be Associated Pres? 

ATHLETICS 1 


Overall — Jackie Joyger- 
Kersee, United States 

100 — Merlene Ottey, 
Jamaica 

400 — Marie-Marie-Jose 
Perec, France 

1500 — Angela Chalmers, 
Canada 

5000 — Sonia O'Sullivan, 
Ireland 

100 hurdles — Svetia 
Dimitrova, Bulgaria 

Long jump — Joyner- 
Kersee 

Discus — like Wyludda, 
Germany 

Javelin — Natalya Shi- 
koleuko, Belarus 


. o-., ajfts’ 
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American Jackie Joyner-Kersee concentrates before throw- 
ing the Act (AFP photo) 

Little League 

World series — Maracaibo, 
Venezuela 

BASKETBALL 

Men 

World championship — 
United States 
Goodwill Games — Puerto 
Rico 

European Cup — Juventut 
Badaluna, Spain 
England — Thames Valley 


— CSP Limoges 
Germany — Bayer 
Levenkusen 

Israel — Maccabi Tel Aviv 





tzmmm 

Noureddine Morceli 
Men . 

4 

Overall — Nooreddine 
Morqsti, Algeria 
100 — Dennis Mitchqdfu 
United States' 

400 — Derek Mills, United 
States 

1500 — Morceli 
5000 — Khalid Skah, 
Morocco 

400 hurdles — Samuel 
Matette, Zambia 
High jump — Javier Soto- 
m ay our, Cuba 
Triple jump — Mike Con- 
ley, United States 
Shot put — Randy Barnes, 
United States 
Hammer throw — Andrey 
Abduvaliyev, Tajikistan 

AUTO RACING 

FIA 

Formula One — Michael 
Schumacher. Germany 
Formula 3000 — Marco 
Apicella, Italy 
World Rally — Didier Au- 
riol, France 

Indycar 

PPG Cup — A1 Unser, Jr., 
United Stales 

IMSA 

World Sports Car — Wayne 
Taylor, United States . 

BASEBALL 

Professional 
U.S. MLB 

National League — Phi- 
ladelphia Phillies — X 

American League — 
Toronto Blue Jays-X 
World Series — None 
X- Declared champions 

Japan 

National League — 
Yuraiuri Giants 
Pacific League — Seibu 
Lions 

Japan Series — Yomiori 
Giants 

Amateur 

World Championship — 
Cuba 


(NBA) 

Houston Rockets 
U.S. College (NCAA) — 

Ar kansas 

Women 

. World Championship — 
Brazil 

Goodwill Games — United 
States 

Jones Cup — United States 

SOCCER 

f ntoma tinnal 

World Cup — Brazil 
African Nations Cup — 
Nigeria 

European Cup — AC 
Milan (Italy) 



German Formula One champion Michael S chuma c h er and 
his tea m manager dur in g a practice s es sio n (AFP photo) 



European Cup Winners 
Cup — Arsenal (England) 
UEFA Cep — Lnterna- 
zionaJe of Milan (Italy) 
South American Super 
Cup — Independente 
(Argentina) 

Conmebol Cup — Sao 
Paolo (Brazil) 

Leagues 

Europe 

Austria — Casino Salzburg 
■ Belgium — Anderlecht 
Bulgaria — Levslti Sofia 
Croatia — Hajdur Split 
Czech Republic — Sparta 
Prague 


Grege Streppel, Canada 
400 medley relay — United 
States 

800 freestyle relay — . 
Sweden 

Women 

50 freestyle — Le Jingyi, - 
China 

100 breaststroke — Saman- 
tha Riley, Australia 
100 butterfly — Liu Limm, 
China 

100 backstroke — He 
CShon, China 
200 freestyle — Franzi Van 
Aomsick, Germany 
200 breaststroke — Riley 



Orlando Magic centre Smqnffle O’Neal #32 slam dunks a 
basket as Houston Rockets centre Hakeem Olgjuwon. fids to 
Stop him (AFP photo) 


Brazil’s players celebrate their 4th World Cop triumph 


Denmark — Silkeburg 
England — Manchester 
United . . 

.France — . Paris-SL,,GeC;. 
jnain 

Germany — Bayern 
Munich 

Greece — AEK Athens 
Hungary — VAC 
Ireland — Shamrock Rov- 
ers 

Italy — AC Milan 
Netherlands — Ajax Am- 
sterdam 

Northern Ireland — Lin- 
field 

Poland — L egia Warsaw 
Portugal — Beufica 
Romania — Steaoa 
Bucharest 

Scotland — Rangers 
Slovakia — Slovan Bratis- 
lava 

Spain — Barcelona 
Switzerland — Servettc 
Turkey — Galatasaray 

South America 

Argentina — River Plate, 
Indedependiente 
Brazil — Palmeiras 
Bolivia — Bolivar 
Chile — Univereidad de 
Chile 

Colombia — National 
Uruguay — Penarol 
Venezuela — Caracas 

Japan — Verdy Kawasaki . 

SWIMMING AND 
DIVING 

Men 

50 freestyle — Alexander 
Popov, Russia 

100 free s tyle — Popov 
100 breaststroke — Nor- 
bert Rusza, Hungary 
100 butterfly — Ratal Szu- 
trala, Poland 

100 backstroke — Martin 
Lqpez-Zubero, Spain 
200 freestyle — Antti Kas- 
vju, Finland 

200 backstroke — Vladimir 
Sclkov, Russia 
200 breaststroke — Rusza 
200 isxhvidual medley — 
Jam Stevmen, Finland 
400 freestyle — Kieren 
Perkins, Australia 
400 individual medley — 
Tom Dul an. United States 
1,500 freestyle — Perkins 
25 km long course — 



Australian Kieran Pterions 

Gty of Paris — Agassi 
AIT World Championship 
— Sampras 

World Doubles Cham- 
pionship < — Jan ApeD and 
Jonas Bjiukman 
Grand Slam Cup — Mag- 
nus Larsson 
Davis Cup — Sweden 

W. 


;■< . 
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Australian Open — Steffi 
Graf 

Pan Pacific Open — ■ Graf 
Upton Championship — 
Graf 

Family Circle Cup — Con- 
chita Martinez 
Italian Open — Martinez 
German Open — Graf 
■ French Open — Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario 
Wimbledon — Martinez 
Federation Cop — Spain 
Canadian Open — Sanchez 
Vicario i 
European Indoors — Mag- 
dalenda Maleeva 
Virginia Slims of Phi- 
ladelphia — — Anke Huber 
Virginia Slimps Cham- 
pionship — Gabriela Sabatim 



VOLLEYBALL 

World Champio ns 


Steffi-Graf 
W< 


200 butterfly — Liu 
200 individua] medley — 
La Bin, China , 

.-,400 freesty le .'T— 

Aihua, China. 

m individual medley — 
Dai Guuhung, China 
800 freestyle — Janet 
Evans, United States 
25km long course — Melis- 
sa Cunningham, Australia 
400 freestyle relay — Chi- 
na 

400 medley relay — China 
800 freestyle relay — Chi- 
na 

Diving 

World champions 
Men 

1 -metre springboard — 
Evan Stewart. Zimbabwe 
3-metre springboard — Yu 
Zhuucheng, China 
10-metre platform — 
Dmitry Sautin, Russia 
women, 

1- Metre springboard — Chen 
Lbda. China 

2- Metre springboard — Tan 
Shop. China 

10-Meter platform — Fu 

Mingxia, China 

TENNIS 


Men 

Australian Open — Pete 
Sampras 

Eurocard Open — Stefan 
Edberg 

Champions Cup — Sam- 
pras 

Lipton Championships — 


• ; - • Vnclta de Espagna — 

40® - y™, ■ Rt ^% apottC l V yad»- 

50to — Ro^ta. B Wd.' u ^ 

54io - Sho;i WauK Chi- ■'* ^ Qnr Suisse Phscal 

^ Mieng wang, un-. Rid,^ Switzerland 

Worjdbfilwuplpn®, “ sqm; - j_ ta*. 1 Zmi Tour of Britain — Mauri- 

i ... I 




.Men — -Italy 
Women — Cuba 

WEIGHTLIFTING 


Men: 


j riJrff mn 




jbl vni 


gfcrrfaifa PWtdriestjlEHaiy ! * 
■jbm/Tour of Catalunya — . 


54kg — - Halil MuOn, Tar- 


*5* 


ig — Nikolai Pesbalov, 
Bulgaria 

64kg — Naim Suleymanog- 
hi, Turkey 

70kg — Fcdail Guler, Tur- 


— Palbo Lara, Cuba 
83kg — Marc Auster, Ger- 
many 

91kg — Alexei Petrov, 
Russia 

99kg — Sergei Syrisov, . 
Russia 

108kg — Timur Taimazov, 
Ukraine 

' Over 108kg — Alexander 
Kurlovica, Belarus 


lonte Carlo Open — 
Andrei Medvedev 

German Open — Med- 
vedev 

Italian Open — Sampras 

World Team Cup — Ger- 
many 

French Open — Sergi Bru- 
guera 

Wimbledon — Pete Sam- 
pras 

Canadian Open — Andre 


ATP Championship — 
Michael Chang 
U.S. Open — Agassi 
Stockholm Open — Boris 
Becker 



Pete Sampras 


' 70kg Meflrang Zhou, 
China ' 

' 76kg — , Panag Antuno- 
poulou, G reec e 
83kg — Maria Orrotia, 
Colombia . 

Over83kg—Dan Li, Chi- ' 
na 

GYMNASTICS 

Artistic. 

World ChamplwM . 

Men \ „ 

All around — Ivan Ivank- 
ov, Belarus • ■ , 

Floor exercise — Vitaly 
Scherbo, Belarus 
Pummel Horae — Mains 
: Onrica,' Romania : 

Rings — Yuri Chedri, Italy 
•Vault — Scfaertm 

Horizontal Bar — Schekbu 
Earalle! Bara — Huang 
Upingv China 

All Around — ■ Shannuu Mfl- 
kgr, Unked . States 
VArdf — Gmh Gugeana, 
Romania 

Uneven Bara — Lon Li, 

Oiina 

Beam — Miller 
Exercise’'--- Dina 
Rochetikuvti, Russia 

HANDBALL 


Men — •Germany 
Women — Russia 

ICE HOCKEY 

; World Championships — 
Canada 

• Olympics — Sweden 
■'NHL Stanley Cup — New 
York-Rangers 

5 C JCJLDIG 

Road Cycling 

. .Paris-Nice— Tony Rpmin- 
gier, Switzerland . 

Liege -Bastorige — ■ 
Eogocni Berzin, Russia 


Clamfio dnapucri, Italy 

- Toor-of Ganda — Landeti- 
nu Cnbmu, Spain 

Basque Tour — Tony 
Rominger, Switzerland 
Ruta Mexioo — Raul 
Accala, Mexico 
Paris-Nice — 

Tour de France — 
Indnrain, Spain 
Tour of Andalusia — Ste- 
fimao Della Santa, Italy 
San Sebastian Clas sic — 
Arm and de Las Cuevas, 
France 

World Champinships - 
Men 

100km team time trial — 
Italy 

.‘Profetsioiiala Road Race 

— Lud Leblanc, France 


i S; 

:: 1 
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w. 


50km 

Russia 


team time trial — 


Track Cycling 
World Cha mpionships 


M® 

- 1km time trial — Finnan 
Rousseau, France 
Korin — Marty Nbthstein, 
Umted States 
Motor-race — Carstein 
Fodlesch, Germany 
Points Race — BrnnoRisi, 
Switzerland ' 

Pursuit — Chris Board- 
man, England 

Sprint — Nothstein 
Team Purant — Gexmary 
(Andreas Bach, Guido Fuia, 
Daniln Hondo, Jens Leh- 
man) 

Tandem — Fabrice Colas 
and Frederic Magne-, France 

Wi 


?■< 


r:; i 




Points Race -— Ingrid 
Hiazinga, Netherlands 
Tuzisit ' — Maricm Chgnei, 
France . 

Sprint — Galina Enukhi- 
na, Rnsaa. 
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Blackburn forge ahead as 
Manchester United struggle 


put 

but 




LONDON (AFP) — Black- 
ball Rovers shot further 
ahead in the English Pre- 
miership Saturday as their 
pea rest challengers had a 
mixed day. 

Blackburn won 1-0 at Crys- 
tal Palace, and third-placed 
Liverpool won 2-0 at Leeds, 
gat Manchester United, in 
second spot, are now three 
points behind Rovers follow- 
ing a 2-2 draw at South- 
ampton. 

And fourth-placed New- 
castle tost 2-1 at Norwich to 
continue their disappointing 
recent ran. 

Blackburn's Alan Shearer 
started off their goal move to 
t Jason Wilcox through — 
ut his shot rebounded out to 
Chris Sutton. Then Sutton’s 
header across the face of goal 
-n found Tim Sherwood who hit 
Blackburn’s winner in the 
67tb minnte at Crystal 
Palace. 

fi But Manchester United 
struggled for their 2-2 draw. 

Alex Ferguson, awarded 
the CBE in the New Year’s 
Honours list and cel&rating 
his 53rd birthday, was on the 
verge of having his day 
ruined by Jim Magilton who 
scored for the Saints on the 
stroke of half-time. 

But Nicky Butt rewarded 
United’s second half pressure 
with his first senior goal from 
a cross from Eric Cantona, 
who was later booked. 

Neil Heaney outran Un- 
ited’s defence to cross low for 
David Hughes to score, but 
‘ Gary Palnster equalised fol- 
lowing more good work from 
Cantona. 

England under-21 star 
Jamie Redknapp put third- 
placed- Liverpool, now un- 


beaten in eight i_o 

games, 1-0 ahead after 18 
minutes at EUand Road. 
Robbie Fowler pounced fol- 
lowing a Leeds defensive 
mix-up for Liverpool’s 
second. 

Newcastle, who notched 
up 29 points from a possible 
33 at die start of the season, 
suffered a 2-1 defeat after a 
midday kick-off at Norwich. 

NeQ Adams in the first 
minute, then Ward on 10 
minutes virtually scuppered 
Newcastle’s chances though 
Canaries old bay Ruel Fox 
converted a 40th minute 
penalty. 

Arsenal, without a win in 
the league at Highbury since 
mid-October, . suffered 
another blow at home to lose 
3-1 against London rivals 
QPR. 

Kevin Grallen gave QPR a 
1-0 lead after just three mi- 
notes. But John Jenson, after 
two and a half years at Arsen- 
al, finally scored his first goal 
to equalise. 

But QPR hit bade with two 
goals in as many minutes 
from Bradley Allen and 
Andy Impey to spoil the 
Dane’s day. Minor crowd 
trouble at the dock end con- 
firmed Arsenal supporters’ 
frustration. 

In a London derby, Wimb- 
ledon drew 1-1 with Chelsea. 
Chelsea’s Paul Furlong put 
Chelsea ahead in die 57th 
minute, before Efan Ekoku 
equalised after the break. 

A Julian Darby own goal 
put Tottenham 1-0 up at 
Coventry with Spurs showing 
no signs of leg-weariness af- 
ter two games wi thin 24 hours 
earlier in the week. 

Then Nick Barmby, Dar- 


ren Anderton, and Teddy 
Sheringham gave Tottenham 
a resounding 4-0 victory. 

Everton crushed bottom 
dub Ipswich in a 4-1 home 
win. Steve Sedgley put base- 
ment dub Ipswich ahead af- 
ter just nine minutes, but 
four rail lion-pound striker 
Duncan Ferguson made it all 
square in the 26th minute. 

Paul Rideout added two 
more in the 70th and 74th 
minutes before Dave Watson 
hit another in the final mi- 
nute. 

Hotshots Sheffield 
Wednesday, with nine goals 
in their last two games, fonnd 
the net again at Leicester 
through a 40th minute Gra- 
ham Hyde goal, which gave 
the Owls a 1-0 win. Leices- 
ter’s Steve Thompson also 
missed a penalty in the 
second half. 

Aston Villa did well to 
come back from two goals 
down at Manchester City to 
force a 2-2 draw. 

City went ahead when 
Steve Lomas’ shot was de- 
flected to former Dynamo 
Dresden striker Uwe Rosier 
who hit the ball home in the 
14th min ute . 

Rosier put City further 
ahead, but an Ian Brightweli 
own goal almost immediate- 
ly, and a Dean Saunders 
equaliser complete Villa’s 
figbtback. 

Nottingham Forest’s un- 
beaten run of five games en- 
ded when West Ham beat 
them 3-1. Tony Cottee and 
Ian Bishop struck twice in 
three minutes. Then Michael 
Hughes made it 3-0 seconds 
before the break. Paul 
McGregor pulled one back 
for Forest 


Browns stop Patriots, Bears upset Vikings 


“ CLEVELAND (R) — Vi 
^ Testa verde threw for 

yards and a touchdown in an 
error-free per fo r ma nce and 
' Cleveland intercepted Drew 
Bledsoe three times as the 
Browns beat the New 
*. • land Patriots 20-13 in an 
wild card playoff game Sun- 
’bay. 

In an NFC wild card game, 
■r: Steve Walsh completed 15 of 
h 21 passes for 211 yards and 
two touchdowns as the Bears 
.. mauled Minnesota 35-18,., * 


In next Sunday’s playoff 
games, the San Diego Char- 
gem host the Miami Dolphins 
in the AFC and die defending 
Super Bowl champion Dallas 
Cowboys host the Green Bay 
Packers in an NFC second 
round contest. 

In Cleveland it was a case 
of the pupil beating the 
teacher as Cleveland head 
coach Bill Behchick adv- 
anced at the expense of New 
England’s Bill PaiceHs. Be- 


avenging two ■ regular-season i Jichrck was an assistant coach 
losses to the Vuangs. cTunder Parcelis with the New 




With their Bpset victory, 
the Bears advance to a meet- 
ing with the heavily-favoured 
San Francisco 49cars Satur- 
day. 

The Browns, in their first 
post-season appearance since 
1989, earned a trip to Pitt- 
sburgh for a second-round 
playoff game against the 
Seeders Saturday. 

“We get Pittsburgh again 
with a big chance to make 
amends fajrtbe regular sea- 
son," said Testa verde of 
Qevelancfs two losses to the 
Steelers tins year. 


York Giants, a combination 
that led to two Soper Bowl 
tides. 

“I know that I wouldn’t be 
standing here if it wasn’t for 
B31 Paradis,” Betichick said 
of his friend and mentor. 

Testaverde, in his first 
career playoff game, com- 


pleted 20 of 30 passes, includ- 
ing his first 10 of the second 
half. He didn’t throw a single 
interception against the Pats, 
who had won their last seven 
games. 

Bledsoe completed 21-of- 
50 for 235 yards and one 
touchdown, but was (ricked 
off three times in New Eng- 
land’s first playoff game since 
1986. 

Cleveland snapped a 10-10 
halftime tie on Leroy Hoard’s 
10-yard touchdown run with 
2:21 left in the third quarter, 
hoard also caught a 25-yard 
pass from Testaverde on the 
drive. 

Matt Stover’s 21-yard field 
goal with 3:36 left in the 

r e gave the Browns a 20- 
lead after Eric Turner 
returned an interception of a 
Bledsoe pass 28 yards. 
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WHO'S WHO? 
Nofth-Souih vulnerable South 
deala. 

NORTH 

* S3 
K 10 4 
Q J 10 9 7 

♦ 862 

WEST EAST . 

♦ 107*42 IKQJ 

J 9 7 3 : 8 52 

A3 662 

♦ 76 ♦41094 

SOUTH 

• A66 

• AQS 

: K 8 4 

4AKQ3 

The bidding 

Booth Wort North East 

2 NT Pm 3 NT 

Paao Pom 

Open in* feed Four of ♦ 

Follow (he bid din g and play of 
ihu hand, then rrte the players by 
■dial occurred. 

The bidding ta rootm Sooth ha 
a maximum two-on -mimp o pen ing 
btd but with an shsntaWy Art bad 
no other art too should be cantata 
pbied North* nar (o ihmr no 
trump also would receive the ap- 
proval of the rogneacr oti. You can 
tell not bmg about the aMbty of the 
Pbyers from the auction. 

West led e low spade a»d declarer 
■Unwed East's >arh to hold tbe tnrk. 
When East cootmued with the king 
of spades, declarer shot op with the 
are, then started on diamon d*. Weal 
Uxvk the see and reverted la spades, 
but East's queen blocked the s*m 
and there was no way bach to the 
West hand to cash the spade tricks 
and set the contract. Dwhiet raadr 
10 tricks. Give oa year o ptneio of 
the skills of the respective p la ye r s. 

AH that . can be emd wfr h o ni 
vquiwocatioo tslhat North's perfor- 
mance as dummy was superb. Bat 
East's rah ta the outcome left a 
laud deal to be i feiiad and South 
was etcher very food or very lady 
East 'splay of the jack of g rad es at 
tnck one. followed fay the king pa 
away (he Mdtag hi the ant - it 
«wld nshr MfjBmKQJ. South wm 
■ghcr n, spm Use pas- 

■oh hlwilla m fti 'tioil ms la 

aake a Kasdan) holdup piay-we 
doQ*( know* 

East should have led (he queen off 
to the second trick. Tha* 
Xf-Mld have left the. spade attoocma 
‘ -l " joubt apd correct ledbdqoe 
w°u(d havrbeeB far dedaxer to bold 
jj ■ ^™^grrtj4h^thrt 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY NEEDED 

Small, busy, privately-owned company looking 

for Executive Secretary: 

. Full time. 

. Excellent English & Arabic. 

. Computer skills. 

Mail or fax CV to: P.O.Box 1838, Amman 
11118 - Jordan. Fax: 676684 


A luxury two-bedroom flat with or without 
furniture. Second floor, central heating and 
telephone. Families or female students onlyj 

Please confect: 604026 


For sale: Volvo 740 GLE 1987 Model. Fully automa- 
tic with full options. Excellent condition. Non- 
Jordanian number plate. Price: US$12,000 (negoti- 
able). 

Call: 865875 



FOR RENT j 1 -?^ *■“}>* j** 

MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

* Stucfio of one bedroom, K & B. 

*One bedroom living room K & B. 

-ft- Two bedrooms, itong-dining room K & B. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Owner TU K78S2/842351 


Se Neceslta Secretaria bilingue 
"Arabe Espanol" O "Ingles Espanol" 

Interesadas ponganse en Contacto 
con el numero de telefono 685882 
de 9.00-1.30 de la manana. 


Lakers 
stop Suns’ 
streak 

PHOENIX (AFP) —It was a 
real Hollywood ending for 
Cedric Ceballos, whose 37 
points for Los Angeles 
helped the Lakers snap a 
home court winning streak by 
Phoenix, the dub that traded 
him away. 

“I really wanted to win, 
not because this is the team 
where I started but to prove 
that we can beat the high- 
ranking teams in the NBA,” 
CebaDos said after the 127- 
112 victory over Phoenix. 

The win broke the Suns’ 
25-game home streak, which 
was the longest in the Nation- 
al Basketball Association. 

“Personally, it was real 
emotional for me, because, 
you know, I played here and 
I really wanted to perform 
well.” 

Hie Lakers capitalized on 
their success from three-point 
range, with Elden Campbell 
and Vlade Drvac backing up 
the strong shooting with solid 
defence. _ 

“We couldn’t play any bet- 
ter against this team,” said 
Lakers coach Del Harris, 
whose team lifted their road 
record to 10-6 and moved 
within three games of the 
Suns in the Pacific Division 

s tandin gs. 

Nick Van Exel, who hit 
five of 10 three-point 
attempts, had 21 points and 
16 assists. 

“I think everyone is more 
surprised than we are,” he 
said. “We knew what we 
could do.” 

Faisali 
advance 
to Jordan 
Cup final 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A1 
Faisali Monday advanced to 
the final of the Jordan Cup 
after overcoming A1 Hus- 
sein 10-9 by penalties. Then- 
first leg match had ended 
scoreless. 

The other team in the 
final will be either AI 
Ramtha or Al Arabi. Their 
first round encounter had 
ended 1-0 for Al Ramtha. 
The second round game has 
been set for Jan. 16. 



French soio yachtswoman Isabelle Antissier sits on her damaged yacht awaiting a rescue helicopter to airlift her to 
safety (AFP photo) 

Rescued yachtswoman reaches 
dry land, vows to return to sea 


ADELAIDE. Australia 
(AFP) — French solo yachts- 
woman Isabelle Aiitissier 
vowed Monday to return to 
sea as soon as possible when 
she finally reached land after a 
five-day ordeal on a rudder- 
less yacht in mountainous 
seas. ' 

Looking fit and tanned but 
tense after a dramatic rescue 
that cost more than one mil- 
lion dollars ($770,000 U.S.). 
she touched down on dry 
land for the first time in 
weeks to a hero's welcome 
from BOC yacht race offi- 
cials. team members and 
French consular staff. 

The 38-year-old veteran, 
who captured the hearts of 
Australians after winning the 
first leg of the round-the- 
world race but finishing dis- 
astrously in the second leg. 
was generous in her praise of 
her air force and navy res- 
cuers. 

She was winched off the 
deck of the Ecureuil Poitou 
Charentes II after the de- 
masted boat wallowed in xhe 


CHEF REQUIRED 

Private residence requires chef with skills in 
Arabic, oriental and European cooking. 
References & recent photograph 
Hard working, experienced & professional 
candidates only need apply to: 

Personnel Manager 
P.O. Box 3312 
Amman - Jordan 


gale-swept Southern Ocean 
ocean for five days, midway 
between Australia and 
Antarctica. 

It had been under round- 
the-clock observation by a 
shuttle service of Australian 
air force planes for three days 
while the guided missile des- 
troyer Darwin . crewed by 
sailors recalled from Christ- 
mas leave, raced to her res- 
cue from Western Australia. 

She said her most emotion- 
al moment was when she saw 
the search plane, but the 
helicopter rescue came as in a 
dream. "It seems to me it was 
quite magical... the helicop- 
ter coming down with a guy 
on a line.” she said. 

Her main concern now was- 
retrieving her yacht if possi- 
ble. But she would still like to 
re-enter the race if a boat 
could be found for the third 
leg. 

“It is very difficult — this 
boat represents three years of 
my life. We are very close.'* 
she said, addings “I would 
like to do the third leg of the 
BOC if you can get the boat 
for me.'* 

" But she said - she would 
remain in Australia awaiting 
the results of the search for 
her one-million-dollar yacht. 
A deep sea trawler, the Petu- 
na Explorer, left the island 
state of Tasmania Monday to 
attempt a salvage operation. 

Trawler captain John 
Peterson said he was fairly 
confident the yacht could be 
rescued. 

Recalling her ordeal 
aboard the flounderins boat. 


she said the work of clearing 
the decks of wreckage and 
keeping the sea out of a 


five-square-metre hole in the 
deck had allowed her little- 
time to reflect. 


a 



LEADING INTERNATIONAL BANK 


The bank is planning, both to expand in 
Jordan, and also to open branches in 
Nablus, Ramallah and Bethlehem. 


OUTSTANDING 

invited to apply . 


RECRUITS are 


Candidates will be graduates, 
probably in finance or accounting, with 
a strong academic record, possibly 
obtained overseas. Women 
candidates are welcome. Candidates 
should have strongly customer 
orientated personalities . 

Fully competitive salary packages 
will be paid. 

Please immediately forward detailed 
CVS showing academic and other 
qualifications , together with grades 
obtained, and previous work 
experience, to : 

Personnel Manager 
P.O.Box 9997 
Amman . 

ANZ Grindlays Bank 
In Jordan since 1925 


Job Vacancy 


A leading international publishing & 
communications company /Middle East office 
in Jordan/ is seeking to employ highly 
motivated and creative marketing ream to 
market one of its leading publications in the 
Middle East. Available positions: 

1. Market Research Executive 

— University- Degree in marketing or business 
Administration. 

- Minimum one year experience in the field of international 

market research, preferably in the computer industry 

- Fluent in English and Arabic 

- Good computer skills 

- Other nationality besides the Jordanian nationality is a 

plus 

2. Marketing Co-ordinator: 

- University Degree in marketing or business 

Administration. 

- Minimum one year experience in the field of organizing 

marketing events and designing promotional campaigns. 

- Fluent in English and Arabic 

- Good computer skills 

- Other nationality besides the Jordanian nationality is a 
plus 

3. Advertising Sales Representative: 

- University Degree in marketing or business 
Administration. 

- Minimum one year experience in the field of sales 

- Fluent in English and Arabic 

-Good computer skills and computer industry background 

- Valid residency in K.S.A. or other Gulf countries is a plus 

4. Marketing Assistant/ Secretarial tasks 

- Minimum two years experience as an executive secretary 
in an international company 

- Fluent in English and Arabic, spoken and written 

- Good computer skills 

- University Degree in business Administration is a plus. 

Packages includes high incentives and excellent fringe 
benefits. Interviews will start by January 20. Kindly submit 
CVs to the following address: 


Marketing & Sales Director 
P.O. Box 911288 
Amman/ Jordan 


Under the Patronage of 
HRH Prince Ra'ad Bln Zeid 

AI-Hussein Society for the Rehabilitation of 
the Physically Handicapped 
in cooperation with 

Hi The British Council 

presents 



Towards Humanity 

A concert 

with the British flautist 

Wissam Boustany 

and pianist 

Amira Fouad 

The Programme includes pieces by Donizetti, Doppler. Chopin, Heath. 
Boustanv and Franck 


Location : Royal Cultural Centre 
Price : S JD 


Date : Wednesday. 4 January 
Time : 8pm 

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: The Royal Cultural Centre 
• The British Council • Marriott Hotel. 


CS 


Thanks to our special sponsor JiSTKlll 
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Algerian politician 
suspicious of hijack 


parts (Agencies) — Alge- 
rian . politician Hoctae Ait 
Ahmad has voiced suspicion 
that the hijackers of a French 
auliper had covert help from 
Algiers authorities seeking to 
win increased French support 
against e xtremists . 

Mr. Ait Ahmad, a leader 
of Algeria’s war of independ- 
ence against France in the 
1950s, told the French daily 
Aujourd’Hui in an Interview 
published on Monday mere 
were unanswered questions 
about the hijackers’ posable 
accomplices. 

“Was someone seeking to 
cause a great tragedy with an 
aim of boosting support from 
the French opinion and gov- 
ernment?” he asked. 

Algeria has admitted that 
security lapses at Algiers air- 
port allowed four hijackers to 
board the Air France plane 
with weapons and explosives 
on Christmas Eve. 

■ The French daily Le 
Monde said early investiga- 
tions in Algiers showed the 
hijackers, their weapons 
‘wrapped in clothing, got onto 
the tarmac through the 
domestic terminal. 

It said the duty security 
guard was sheltering from 
rain in a sentry box and did 
not challenge them as they 
were wearing uniforms of the 
state airline Air Algerie. 
They pointed their weapons 
at police guarding die aircraft 
ana boarded, first pretending 
to be carrying out an identity 
check. 

The hijackers were shot 
dead in Marseille 54 hours 
later when French comman- 
dos stormed the plane, 
freeing 169 hostages. 

There was tension between 
French and Algerian author- 
ities during the hijacking, and 
French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur had to in- 
tervene personally to con- 
vince Algiers to let the plane 
fly to France. The hijackers 
killed three hostages in 
Algiers. 

Mr. Ah Ahmad, now head 
of a minority Socialist Party, 
said the hijacking showed 
violence in Algeria could 
spread abroad and urged 
Paris to end its support for 
the Algerian government's 
crackdown on fundamental- 
ist: 

He said hardliners in the 
French government had en- 
couraged the crackdown in 
order to prevent Algerian 
violence from interfering 
with the campaign for next 
April's French presidential 
election. But they bad over- 
estimated the capacity of 
Algerian security forces to 
control the situation. 

He said up to 45,000 peo- 
ple had died in the three- 
year-old conflict between the 
government and Islamic fun- 
damentalists which began af- 
ter the government cancelled 
elections in 1992 that the 
Islamists were poised to win. 

Mr. Ait Ahmad said secur- 
ity forces activity had become 


much hardier since President 
Lianrine Zerouai gave op an 
attempt to talk to the Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) ami 
ordered a crackdown two 
months ago. 

“We are seeing an unbear- 
able strengthening of repres- 
sion against the population 
and radicaEsation of terror- 
ism by armed groups,” he 
said. 

“We are saying this policy 
most be stopped and moder- 
ate Islamists most be brought 
into the political debate to 
avoid bloody clashes. The 
current blind repression risks 
rallying the population on the 
Islamists’ side,” he said. 

‘Soaped: tip-off botched’ 

French police have lost the 
trail of a group erf suspected 
Algerian fundamentalists af- 
ter botching a tip-off by Brit- 
ish security agents, a report 
said Monday. 

Authorities missed the sus-. 
peels of Calais after being 
unable to translate a British 
fax telling them which cross- 
Channel ferry the men, 
travelling in two cars, were 
aboard, the daily France -Soir 
said. 

The report came amid a I 
security alert over posable 
Algerian fundamentalist ex- 
tremism in Fiance following 
the bloody end of the Airbus 
hijack drama at Marseille air- 
port last week. 

France- Soir said Special 
Branch and MI5 officers had 
been monitoring the sns-. 
pects, including British-based 
members of the FIS, at an 
apartment in the plush Bel- 
gravia district of London. 

Unexpectedly, late Friday 
night the group left the Bel- 
gravia flat and got into two 
vehicles — a Mercedes and a;. 
Toyota four-wheel drive car 
— before heading towards 
Dover. 

The gang were said to have 
been seen putting “several 
packets” into the cars. An 
urgent fax was immediately 
sent to French police head- 
quartets in Paris. 

But because of the time of 
night there was no-one on 
duty who could understand 
English, and they were there- 
fore unable to act on the 
message and alert their col- 
leagues Calais until it was too 
.late, the report said. 

The suspects had already 
left the port by the time 
police at Calais had bene told 
shortly after 4:00 a.m. (0300 
GMT), the France-Soir re- 
port said. They are now being 
urgently sought on the 
French mainland. 

No police confirmation was 
immediately available of the 
France-Soir report. 

On Friday, one Algerian 
fundamentalist organisation, 
the Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), said it had a “legal 
obligation” to wage war on 
France, and warned of ex- 
tremist action on the French 
mainland ‘'in coming days.” 


Scalfaro set to pursue 
bid to find new premier 


ROME (Agencies) — Italy’s 
President Scalfaro starts a 
second bout of talks Tuesday 
to find a successor to out- 
going premier Silvio Berlus- 
coni and puli the country 
back from the brink of a 
second general election in 
eight months. 

me coalition government 
and opposition parties re- 
mam deadlocked over the 
succession after Mr. Scalfaro 
ended a first round of talks 
with various party leaders 
Friday. 

But the president said he 
would press ahead with 
efforts to find a consensus 
candidate as most of those be 
had met were opposed to 
snap elections. 

Mr. Berlusconi had earlier 
urged Mr. Scalfaro to call 
fresh elections on March 26 
on the grounds that parlia- 
ment had lost its legitimacy 
and betrayed the will of the 
people who elected it last 
March. 

This was rejected by Mr. 
Scalfaro, who said in his New 
Year message that Mr. Ber- 
lusconi had to make sacrifices 
in the general interest of the 
country and assured voters 
that the parliament had “in 
no way lost its legitimacy.” 

The prime minuter, who 
spent the holiday at his Saint 
Moritz villa, has said the only 
way of avoiding snap elec- 
tions would be for his former 
coalition partners in the 
Northern League, to jettison 
his arch-rival Umberto Bossi 
as leader. 

The league’s move to with- 
draw its parliamentary sup- 
port forced media baron Ber- 
lusconi, who is currently 
under investigation for 
alleged corruption, to tender 
his resignation on Dec. 22. 


The candidates likely to 
dominate Mr. Scalfaro 's 
make-or-break talks Tuesday 
indude moderates from Mr. 
Berlusconi’s Forza Italia,' 
Public Works Minister 
Giuliano Urbani and Foreign 
Minister Antonio Martino, as 
well as European Commis- 
sioner for Internal Markets 
Mario Monti. 

But the current favourite 
appears to be Senate leader 


Mr. Scognamiglio has 
strengthened his chances by 
backing Mr. Seal faro’s stance 
in holding back from snap 
elections, saying that parlia- 
ment must first exhaust all 
other ways to revive a major- 
ity capable of forming a gov- 
ernment. 

“The elected chambers ha- 
ven’t lost their legitimacy in 
scarcely eight months,” be 
said, adding that if the parties 
failed to reach an agreement 
Mr. Scalfaro would have no 
choice but to dissolve the 
parliament. 

Mr. Berlusconi said at the 
weekend he believed Mr. 
Scalfaro was “c orr ect” to 
pursue his negotiations as he 
understood how complex the 
situation had become, and 
added he was “not dis- 
appointed” by Scalfaro’s de- 
clared intent to do so. 

Press reports said Mr. Scal- 
faro would not reappoint Mr. 
Berlusconi to bead a new 
government, even an interim 
one to prepare for elections 
in the spring. 

Opponents of the mil- 
lionaire businessman are 
against snap elections, but 
Forza Italia spokesman 
Antonio Tajani insisted early 
elections must be held and 
prepared by the outgoing 
government. 


King 

sends 

message 

to Ramos 

MANILA (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday expressed Jor- 
dan's desire to str eng t h en 
its ties with the Philip- 
pines m all fields. 

Id a written message to 
Philippine President Fidel 
Ramos delivered by His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, the King 
said Jordan and the Phi- 
lippines should define 
their future ties, especial- 
ly after tbe signing of the 
Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty last October. 
Prince Mohammad, 

| currently on a visit to the 
Philippines, conveyed the 
greetings of King Hussein 
to Mr. Ramos, who 
lauded His Majesty’s poli- 
cies and leadership. 

Mr. Ramos conferred 
upon Prince M ohammad 
the Seika Tuna Medal of 
the Dato Order. 

Prince Mohammad had 
earlier met with the 
speaker of the Philippines 
parliament and Hkniwwi 
with him scopes of bilater- 
al relations, particularly in 
potash industries and in- 
vestment fields. 
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A view of the cofiapsed part of a bridge under ceatirnctioB new the Seventh Cirde . 

Part of bridge under construction 
collapses; workers slightly injured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Four 
people were slightly in- 
jured on Monday when 
part of a bridge under con- 
struction collapsed, Am- 
man Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi said. 

Dr. Abbadi told the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
that the collapse occurred 
when the workers were 
pouring concrete at a sec- 
tion of the bridge that wfl] 


connect the Abdotm area 
and the airport road with 
the Seventh Ctrde. 

Tbe injured were treated 
immediately. Dr. Abbadi 
said. 

Other reports put the 
number of injured at 10. 

The injured workers- 
were empptoyed by a pri- 
vate contractor who has a 
JD 154,000 contract to 
build the bridge. Dr. Abba- 


di said. 

Preliminary inquiries 
found that the collapse ’ 
occurred because of insuffi- 
cient support pillars, the 
mayor said. 

The contractor was. 
trying to complete- work 
ahead of schedule. Dr. 
Abbadi said. The contrac- 
tor w01 rebuild the col- 
lapsed part, he said. 
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Masri forming 15- strong bloc in Lower House 


By Tareq Momani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Former Speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Taber A 1 Masri is re- 
portedly putting the finishing 
touches to the formation of a 
new parliamentary bloc 
grouping 15 deputies. 

The new group, which is 
still to be named, includes, in 
addition to Mr. Masri, Ali 
Abul Ragheb, Abdul Raraak 
Tubeishat, Awad Kh lei fat, 
Talal Obeidat. Abdul Karim 
Al Dughmi. Jamal Saraireh. 
Anwar Hadid, Mohammad 
Daodieh, Samir Habashneh, 
Fayad Jarrar. Samih Farah, 


Ibrahim Samara. Nazih 
Ammarin and Fawzi 
Tueimeh. 

According to parliamen- 
tary sources, the trend to- 
wards the formation of new 
blocs came in the wake>- of 
contacts between deputies 
following the endorsement of 
the 1995 draft budget law 
which has now been referred 
to the Senate. 

These sources believe that 
active deputies are seeking 
strong blocks in order to 
wield greater and more 
powerful influence in Parlia- 
ment. » 

Last month a new par- 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — A 52-member 
team of Jordanian industrial- 
ists left for Iraq Monday 
seeking to consolidate trade 
links ahead of the possible 
easing/lifting of the more 
than four-year-old interna- 
tional sanctions against Jor- 
dan’s eastern neighbour and 
one-time largest trading part- 
ner. 

The delegation, headed by 
Amman Chamber of Industry 
Chairman Khaldoun Abu 
Kassan, will hold talks with 
Iraqi ministers and senior 
officials as well as Iraqi 
businessmen with a view to 
preparing for the post- 
sanctions period and possible 
trade daring the interim, said 
Ali Dajani, an advisor to the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try. 

Mr. Dajani said the team's 
visit was in response to an 
invitation extended by the 
. Iraqi public and private sec- 
tors and noted that Iraqi in- 
dustry and trade Minister 
Mohammad Mabdi Sakb, who 
was io Amman . had ex- 
pressed keen interest in die 
visit. 

According to Mr. Dajani, 
Jordanian exports of foods 
and medicine and other 
“humanitarian goods” ex- 
empt from the sanctions 
totalled JD 77 million (about 
$110 million) in 1994. 
“Jordan ian-Iraqi trade is 
steadily improving but we 
need to do a lot more.” said 
Mr. Dajani. 

Pre-crisis Jordanian-Iraq 
trade was around $700 mil- 
lion, with Iraqi oil exports to 
Jordan accounting for more 
than half that amount. With 
the imposition of sanctions, 
Jordanian exports were li- 
mited to food and medicine 
and related goods approved 
by tiie U.N. sanctions com- 
mittee. 

Mr. Dajani said the mis- 
sion to Iraq would seek “bar- 
ter trade” — Iraqi sulphur 
and dates in exchange for 
Jordanian food and medi- 
cine. “But the trade would 
come only if :t is approved by 
the sanctions committee," he 
said. “We believe that Iraqi 
date exports could not be 
included in the sanctions if 
only because dates are a base 
food item for many in the 
Arab World, including Jor- 
dan” 

Noting that dates are con- 
sumed in large quantities dur- 
ing the fasting month of 
Ramadan. Mr. Dajani ex- 
pressed hope that Jordan 


li amentary bloc was formed. 
The “independent national 
action front,” according to a 
spokesman for the group, re- 
sulted from the merger of 
“the National Action Front” 
and “the Independent Par- 
liamentary Bloc,” totalling 17 
deputies. 

If these blocs come into 
force, observes believe, many 
deputies will change positions 
and alliances giving prefer- 
ence to those closer to then- 
own political stands. 

According to observers in- 
side the House, there is a 
strong tendency for the 
formation of a wide-based 
coalition of blocs which could 


have a greater pressure on- 
crucial decisions in various' 
issues. 

With the expected forma- 
tion of the new blocs, the 
Lower House would have six 
main groups: The Mimic Ac- 
tion Front (17 seats), the 
Independent National Action 
Front (17), the National 
Front GO), the Democratic 
Alliance (9). the Al Ikhaa 
Bloc (7) and the new bloc to 
be formed by Mr. Masri (IS). 

These blocs could undergo 
further changes in toe event 
of a new government befog 
formed or if the presort gov- 
ernment undergoes a major 
reshuffle. 


inside mid outside Erbil. One 
of the hospitals was severely 
damaged,” he said. 

The fighting pits die Kur- 
distan Democratic Party 
(KDP) led by Massoud Bar- 
zani against toe Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan (PUK> 
headed by Jalal Talabani. 

After Iraq’s defeat fa the 
1991. Gulf war over Kuwait, 
Iraqi Kurds set up a regional 
government , under Western 
protection away from Bagh- 
dad’s authority. But it faded 
to disarm the rival Kurdish 
groups. 

LastMay, clashes between 
the PUK and KDP killed 
hundreds of people and led to 
the set up of two de facto 
spheres of influence fo the 
region. • 

Mr. Zejjari said no party 
was fo control of Erbil, a. 
Kurdish stronghold. 


Jordanian industrialists 
begin 6-day Iraq visit ' 


would be able to import Iraqi 
dates as well as Iraqi sulphur 
for Jordanian fertiliser indus- 
tries soon with approval from 
the sanctions com— ittee. 

Jordan needs large quanti- 
ties of sulphur for its fertiliser 
industry. The Kingdom's 
need for sulphur is also ex- 
pected to rise dramatically 
when two fertiliser plants 
befog built fo toe south come 
on-stream next year. 

The delegation visiting 
Iraq will also explore possibi- 
lities of enhanced trade links 
after studying the require- 
ments of both sides, Mr. Da- 
jani said. 

Asked whether the new- 
found relationship between 
many European and Far 
Eastern businesses with Iraq 
while Jordanian businessmen 
were largely absent from the 
Iraqi market has set back 
prospects for enhancing 
Jordani an-lraq trade links, 
Mr. Dajani expressed confi- 
dence that the Kingdom's ex- 
porters wcuid be able to en- 
sure their share of the Iraqi 
market. 

“We are so near to Iraq, 
end there is no problem in 
transport,” said Mr. Dajani, 
citing the factors in favour of 
Jordan. “Our industries are 
well aware of Iraqi require- 
ments and some of them have 
dormant capacity. In addi- 
tion, we have abundant man- 
power.” 

Furthermore, he said, Jor- 
dan’s increased adherence to 
international standards and 
specifications and quality re- 
quirements was another fac- 
tor fo the kingdom's favour. 

Although trade links suf- 
fered zs a result of the sanc- 
tions, the Amman Chamber 
of Industry continued to 
serve as a “reference win- 
dow” for the Iraqi public and 
private sectors. Mr. Dajani 
said, explaining that the 
chamber was constantly 
offering its services to Iraqi 
officials and businesses to 
attend international seminar 
and trade and industry- 
related activities inside and 
outside toe region. 

The mission to Iraq will 
also seek to add ar. Arab 
regional and international 
dimension to Iraqi-Jordanian 
trade relations. Mr. Dajani 
said. “It is necessary that toe 
relationship fits into an Arab 
framework as Jordan moves 
to enter the World Trade Orga- 
nisation and international 
trade agreements.” he said. 

The mission will spend six 
days in Iraq, holding meet- 
ings and visiting Iraqi" indust- 
rial sites. 


MINYA, Egypt (AFP) — 
Suspected Islamic militants, 
shot dead eight policemen 
and three rivflians m a series 
of blood New Year attacks fo 
the troubled Mfoya region of 
southern Egypt Monday. 

An Interior Ministry state- 
ment said that four attacks, in 
which at least two people 
were also wounded, all took 
place near toe town of Malla-' 
wi, about 300 kilometres 
south of Cairo. 

They were among the 
bloodiest incidents since 
Muslim militants launched a 
violent anti-government cam- 
paign fo March 1992. Police 
said they took (dace within 
toe space of one hour. 

The gunmen fled fo all four 
incidents and security forces 
launched a huge manhunt fo 
the region, calling fo rein- 
forcements from neighbour- 
ing Assiut province, includ- 
ing armoured vehicles. 

The Interior Ministry said 
five policemen and two civi- 
lians were killed and another 
policeman was wounded 
when gunmen opened fire on 
the passengers of a minibus in 
Roda village. 

The gunmen bad ordered 
toe minibus driver to stop, 
forced the passengers to get 


out and foeu “opened ftp 
indiscriminately, " toe minis- 
try statement said. 

Police said the gunmen had 
checked the passengers*' 
identity cards before opening 
fixe. 

Later gunmen fired at a 
van heading towards Ashmn- 
nfo village near MaElawi, kill- 
fog a policeman and a civilian 
and wounding one other civi- 
lian, the mnristxy said. 

Police said toe attackers 
had chased toe van fo a car, 
riddling it with bullets. They 
put tiie number of wounded 
at three, including a 13-year- 
old boy. 

In the thli d mddent, gun-* 
men fired at a bus on toe 
Cairo- As wan road near 
Roda, tailing a policeman. 

Witnesses said three gun- 
men had waved the bns down 
and the driver had stopped, 
believing it was a police 
check. 

“Three strangers got on 
the bus and asked n there 
were any police on board,” 
one witness sakL 

“The policeman, thinking 
it was a police chedt, identi- 
fied himself. They took him 
off the bus. be tried to resist 
and one of toe gunmen toot 
him dead with five bullets.'' 


Another - policeman wag . 
shot dead in ms car fo Malla- 
wi fo a fourth attack, the 

minis try said. 

Police said the attacks were 
launched by the outlawed 
Gamaa Al Islamiyah group in 
revenge for the kilting of six 
untitants Wednesday, in a 
police raid. 

• The lktest deaths raised to 
567 the number of people 
tafled fo unrest since March 
1992. . . 

Some 323 were killed in 
1994 alone, according to an 
ABE toll. . 

ra^Hasnched a series of 
operati o ns in 1994, killing 
several Gamaa leaders arrest- 
fog hundreds of militants and 
smashin g various groups. 

Mallawj has been under a 
curfew since the autumn. 

The town has become an 
Islamic mxfitaut hotbed sfoca% 
a police crackdown on mili- 
tant hideouts fo Assrat last 
year. 

“Large nu mb e r s of mer- 
chants have quit the town fo 
fear of their lives, dosing 
down shops and stores fo 
•what was previously the 
busiest Upper Egyptian 
town,” toe English-language 
Egyptian Gazette wrote; 


Rebel Kurds kill 19 in Turkey 


ANKARA (R) — Rebel 
Kurds killed 19 people, most- 
ly women and children, fo a 
raid on a village fo southeast 
Turkey, officials said on 
Monday. 

They said the guerrillas 
who raided Hamzali village fo 
Diyarbakir province on Sun- 
day night, killed eight 
women, seven children and 
four men. Six others were 
wounded. 

The rebels of tiie separatist 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
abducted three men as they 
fled in the dark. Troops were 
combing toe area fo search 
for the guerrillas. 

President Suleyman De- 
ntine! reacted angrily to news 
of the attack. *T’d Ht». to 
hope that this incident on the 
first day of the New Year wfli 
show everyone what Turkey 
has to fight...” 

“I bring this savagery be- 
fore toe attention of our peo- 
ple and of the world, be 
said. 

H a mza li is one of the vil- 
lage fo southeast Turkey 
which refuse to support the 
rebels and provide men to 
serve as village guards paid 
by the government They are 
often the target of PKK 
attacks. 


“They attacked Hamzali 
because tiie village did not 
su p po rt them, ft was a guard, 
village,” one official said. 

“Life is the most sacred of 

h uman ri ghts . This wK-irf^rf» 

which deprived 19 of our 
citizens of their right to live is 
tiie ultimate violation of hu- 
man rights,'' Mr. Denrirel- 
said. 

Turkey feces strong West- 
ern criticism for alleged hu- 
man rights abuses foosfiy fo 
the southeas t whe re troops 
are fighting PKK guerrillas 
since 1984. 

“I ask everyone to refrain 
from supporting this move- 
ment (PKK) directly or in- 
directly," Mr. Demirel said. 

More than 14,000 people, 
including 3,500 civ ilians , 
have been killed fo the PKITs 
10- year-old fight for a 'sepa- 
rate Kurdish state fo the 
southeast. 

Iraq assails Tfexke? . 

Iraq criticised Turkey, on 
Mbsday for aUdwfog allied 
planes to use bases on its 
territory to protest rebel Irar 
qi Kurds. 

The rating Baafo Party’s 
newspaper Al Thawra said 
Ankara^ decision to extend 


toe mandate for six more 
months would backfire, lead- 
ing to further instability fo 
Turkey itself. 

“Turkey sides itself with 
tiie Western affiance winch 
openly aims at spreading 
chaos and destruction fo tiie 
region as a whole ,” said Al 
Thawra. 

It said Bag h dad could no 
longer take Ankara’s concern . 
for Iraq's territorial integrity 
seriously "at .a tone it has 
turned fts t errito r y into a 
springboard for tiie continua- 
tion of aggression against 
Irak's sovereignty and secur- 
ity. - i 

. U.S., British and French 
planes guard a “no-ffy" zone 
over northern Iraq to prevent. 
toe Iraq i milita ry from 


set up a 


dad’s authority but their local 
adgrinfatration crumbled as a 
result of in-fighting between 
rival KnriEah groups. . 

. dashes between -the Kur-. 
dfotair Democratic -Party 
(KDP) and -the Patriotic Un- 
ion of Kurdistan (PUK) 
erupted fost month •and rite 
Baghdad medfr has spoken 
of hundreds of Casualties. 


SYDNEY (R) — 1 bo much 
exercise might make 
you rick by reducing the 
body’s ability to fight disease, 
arr^ v fdin g to an A ustr alian 
study published Monday. Re- 
s earc he rs at the University of 
Western Australia, writing in 
the Medical Journal of Au- 
stralia, said they had disco- 
vered that intense exe r c is e 
dramatically cuts levels of 
- 'glutamine, a substance vital 
to the body's fanmme system. 
“This reduction in available 
glutamine maybe sufficient 
to reduce immunological 
reactivity- and place subjects 
at risk of infection,” mkxo- 
biolorist and team leader 
David Keast wrote. The team 
concluded that checking gju- 
tanrine teveh could be a good 
way of measuring if athletes 
are exercising too much,:be- 
fore their health and per- 
m ffo r- “ft is temp- 
ting to speculate that gluta- 
mine supplementation may 
aho be benafidal fo the treat- 
ment of athletes affected by 
exercise induced stress and 
overtraining/’ die resear- 
chers sakLTTbe team com- 
pared glutamine levels fo the 
blood of seven men who ex- 
ercised at different levels 
once a week with levels fo 
firc sokfiexs who exercised 
intensively twke a day for 10. 
days. When the seven exer- 
cised at tiie most inte n se 
Inti, average. glutamin e fell 
to 560 mlcromoles/litre 
(umol/1) from 1,244. Among 
the sokfiexs, highly teamed 
members of the Australian 
army’s Special Air Service 
regiment, . levels fell , im- 
mediately uTfour of them and 
all five bad significantly lower 
levels 11 days after the prog- 
ramme started. The soldiers’ 
average glutamin e levels fell 
from 630 umol/1 on day one 
to 328 an day 11. Leveb 
continued faffing after tbc ex- 
ertiso programme stopped 
and it took until toe 16th day 
to regain starting levels. 

J*fensIorieir seeks 
police help over 
unfaithful wife 

MUNICH, Germany (R) — 
An 85-year-old Bavarian man 
called police far hefo on New 
Year's Eve after his wife 
tacked ‘ herself in their bed- 
room with her lover, German 
police said Monday. The man 
told police his wife, who was 
also 85, had refused to open 
the door to him. He asked 
the police to come and throw 
her friend, aged about 50, out 
of the house because he was 
too old and frail to do it 
himself .When the police told 
him they could not intervene 
fo domratic disputes, the pen- 
sioner retorted: “I shall just 
have to be nnfaltfafol myself 
then.” 


Armless 
Norwegian treks 
to South Pole 

PUNTA ARENAS, Chile 
(AFP) — A Norwegian 
. athlete who lost both his arms 
fa a childhood accident hiked 
and tided his wmr to the 
South Pole, apcoixfing to re- 
ports here Saturday. Cato 
Zafal Pedersen accomplished 
his feat last Tuesday accom- 
panied by fellow Norwegians 

jounmErtOddHu^Houge 
add publicist Lais EbbeseaL 
Temperatures fa the polar 
region dipped to minus ' 46 
centigrade (three degrees 
Fahrenheit) (faring the 1,400- 
kflometre (870-nme) trek. 


Murayama 
catches cold, 
skips engagement 

TOKYO (R) Japanese 
Prime Mmrater To mil chi 

ZSgTfoot race- ^fonday 
after catching a cold, the 
Kyodo News . Agency re- 
ported. Mr. Murayama, 70, 
kwt his appetite and was rest- 
fogfo Hakone, a retort west 
of Tokyo, where he bad beta 
scheduled to watch an inter- 
university relay race, .tiie 
agency quoted aides as 
saying. He. had been seen-fry 

a doctor but . these was no 

cause-far conc er n and iris 
Jan. 11 visit to Wati&rigton ‘ 
would be* imadfexted^ they 
-said- ' Mr.- Murayama 
apparently became Overtired 
’gating " ms b orne - town' qf 
Oita, maoutowesteib Japan, 
where he attended a aeries of 

receptions, Kyodo said. ■ 






